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PREFACE
The Department of P U Education in Karnataka is presenting this
Text book prepared by the committee of experienced faculty on the subject
as per the guidelines of National Curriculum Framework [NCF] 2005 with
special reference to our Country and the State.
Sincere efforts have been made to accelerate patriotism among the
students. By studying different phases of the movement towards Indian
Independence, the challenges that we faced and the success we achieved,
definitely goes a long way in the process of nation building which is the
need of the hour.
An attempt is made to equip the student community to face the real
life situations and make them fit to be global citizens. The concepts of
democratic movements in and around the world are included to inculcate
the democratic ethos and the spirit to face challenges.
Highlighting the role and importance of our Country in the third
world and in NAM in resolving the issues of global nature and our students
will understand how the international system operates.
We hope, the book facilitates the students of political science to
enrich them to crack the competitive examinations which are the threshold
to administrative services and ease them.
This Text book is not only the outcome of the efforts of members of
the committee but also the cooperation of academicians and esteemed
colleagues.
The committee acknowledges Smt Beena G, Principal, Reva
Independent P U College, Ganga Nagar, and Bangalore for scrutinizing
the language part of the Text and Kum Pushpa for the DTP work.
Constructive suggestions are invited from the fraternity and our
readers for further improvisation.
Dr. N. Prabhakara
Coordinator

Dr. N. Vijayalakshmi
Chairperson
iii

TEXT BOOK COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSON:
Smt. Dr. N. Vijayalakshmi
Principal, Government P U College, Jakkur, Bangalore -560064
COORDINATOR:
Dr. N. Prabhakar
Lecturer, Government P U College for Girls, Basavanagudi, Bangalore-04
MEMBERS:
Smt. T.K. Durgakumari
Principal, Sri Balaji P U College, Hanumantha Nagar, Bangalore–560019
Sri. M.S. Angadi
Principal, Government P U College for Girls, Bagalkote
Sri Nanjunda Swamy C.
Lecturer, Kasturaba P U College for Girls, Shimoga
Sri Sabarad K.S
Lecturer, New English P U College, Alnavar, Dharvad
Sri Sathya D. B
Lecturer, Maharaja’s Government P U College, J L B Road, Mysore
Sri Doddaboraiah
Lecturer, Government P U College, Annur, Maddur (Tq), Mandya District
Dr. Mangalamurthy
Lecturer, Government P U College, T. Narasipura, Mysore District.
Sri Nagendrappa K
Lecturer, Government P U College, Zaheerabad, Raichur-584103
Dr. Guru Basavaraja Swamy Panditha
Lecturer, Government P U College, Jeenahalli, Davanagere District
iv

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Prof. K. J. SURESH
Registrar (Evaluation)
Karnataka State Open University
Muktha Gangothri, Mysore,

Prof. S. A. JAVEED
Head, Department of Political Science,
Kuvempu University, ShankaraGhatta,
Shimoga

v

CONTENTS
1.

2.

3.

UNIT - 1: ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF INDIAN
POLITICAL SYSTEM

12 Hours

1.1 Government of India Act 1935

2 hrs

1.2 Indian independence Act 1947

2 hrs

1.3 Interim government

1 hr

1.4 First general elections

2 hrs

1.5 Integration of Princely States

2 hrs

1.6 Re-organization of states

2 hrs

1.7 Geo-Political Map

1 hr

UNIT – 2: ELECTIONS AND PARTY SYSTEM IN INDIA

14 Hours

2.1 Election – Meaning and Importance

2 hrs

2.2 Methods of Elections

1 hr

2.3 Election Commission of India

2 hrs

2.4 Electoral Reforms

4 hrs

2.5 Party System in India

2 hrs

2.6 Functions of the Political Parties

2 hrs

2.7 Anti-Defection Law

1 hrs

ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY IN INDIA

10 Hours

3.1 Meaning and Role

1 hr

3.2 Civil Service – Meaning and Features

1 hr

3.3 All India Services, Central Services, State Services

2 hrs

3.4 Central, State & District Administration

3 hrs

3.5 CAT and KAT

1 hr

3.6 UPSC& KPSC –Composition, Functions.

2hrs

vi

4.

5.

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND THEIR POLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS

12 Hours

4.1 Dalit Movement

2 hrs

4.2 Backward Classes Movement

2 hrs

4.3 Feminist Movement

2 hrs

4.4 Labour Movement

2 hrs

4.5 Peasant’s Movement

2 hrs

4.6 Human Rights Movement

1 hr

4.7 Environment Movement

1 hr

NATION BUILDING & CHALLENGES TO INDIAN

18 Hours

DEMOCRACY
5.1 Nation Building- Components, Hindrances and
Responses
5.2 Challenges to Indian Democracy Inequality- Caste
& Gender as a Slur Reservation & its justification
as Response

6.

3 hrs
3 hrs

5.3 Illiteracy – as an impediment to Democracy
Compulsory Education as response

3 hrs

5.4 Communalism – as a Commination to Democracy.
Promotion of Secularism & National Integration as
Remedy

3 hrs

5.5 Terrorism – as a threat to Democracy -Legislative
Measures as justification.

3 hrs

5.6 Corruption – as a menace to Democracy
Prevention of Corruption Act as Remedy

3 hrs

The

EMERGING TRENDS OF INDIAN POLITICS

11 Hours

6.1 Coalition Government & Politics

2 hrs

6.2 New Dimensions of Centre-State Relations

2 hrs

6.3 Rise of Identity Politics

4 hrs

6.4 Youth Leadership In Indian Politics

1 hr

6.5 Youth against Corruption

1 hr

6.6 Youth against Terrorism

1 hr
vii

7.

CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL TRENDS

13 Hours

7.1 Liberalisation – Meaning, & features

2 hrs

7.2 Privatisation – Meaning, Importance, Political

2 hrs

Implications
7.3 Globalisation – Meaning, Importance, and Political

2 hrs

Implications
7.4 Crony Capitalism

1 hr

7.5 Rise of Democratic Movement

8.

-

Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan

3 hr

-

Egypt, Libya and Syria.

3 hr

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND POLITICS

15 Hours

8.a. 8.a.1. Meaning, Definition and importance

1 hrs

8.a.2. concepts of Inter- national relation

2 hrs

8.a.3. Development of international political system 2 hrs
8.a.4. Bi polar, unipolar and multi polar world

2 hrs

8.b. International and regional organisations
8.b.1. Meaning, Definition and Development

9.

8.b.2. India and the U.N

2 hrs

8.b.3. India and the ASEAN

2 hrs

8.b.4. India and the SAARC

2 hrs

8.b.5. India and the BRICS

2 hrs

INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY

15 Hours

9.1 Meaning and importance

1 hrs

9.2 Basic principles of India’s foreign policy

2 hrs

9.3 India’s relation with
-

USA, Russia,

4 hrs

-

China, Pakistan,

4 hrs

-

Bangladesh & Sri Lanka

4 hrs

Total Teaching Hours

120 Hrs

Maximum Marks

100
viii

INDEX
Sl No.

UNIT

1.

Unit-1

CONTENTS

Page No’s

Origin And Growth Of Indian Political
System

01-26

2.

Unit-2

Elections And Party System In India

27-47

3.

Unit-3

Administrative Machinery In India

48-68

4.

Unit-4

Social Movements And Their Political
Implications

5.

Unit-5

69-98

Nation-Building And Challenges To
Indian Democracy

99-134

6.

Unit-6

Emerging Trends Of Indian Politics

135-156

7.

Unit-7

Contemporary Political Trends

157-179

8.

Unit-8

International Relations And System

180-212

9.

Unit-9

India’s Foreign Policy

213-242

10.

Model Question Papers with Answers

243-252

11.

BLUE PRINT

253

ix

1

UNIT-1
ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM
1.1 Government of India Act 1935
1.2 Indian independence Act 1947
1.3 Interim government
1.4 First general elections
1.5 Integration of Princely States
1.6 Re-organization of states
1.7 Geo-Political Map
“Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time
comes when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure,
but very substantially. At the stroke of midnight hour, when the world
sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom. It is fitting that at this
moment we take pledge of dedication to India and her people and to the
still larger cause of humanity…”
-Jawaharlal Nehru
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To understand the legacy of the national movement and to inculcate
nationalist feeling.

2.

To know about Government of India Act 1935 and Indian
Independence Act 1947 and understand constitutional development.

3.

To know the political development in India from interim government
and first general elections.

4.

To know about the Constituent Assembly

5.

To know about uniting the nation and understand the hurdles in
integration of state and to understand the basis for re-organisation
of states.

6.

To understand the integration and merger of princely states.

7.

To know the conditions responsible for re-organization of states.
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The Indian freedom struggle was the greatest mass movement in
world history. It was a non-violent revolution. The leaders like Dadabhai
Naoroji, Gopalkrishna Gokhale, Lala Lajpath Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, M.K. Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad,
Shivaram Rajguru, Sukhdev Thapar, Khudiram Bose, V.D. Savarkar,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
Khan Abdul Gafar Khan, Sardar Vallabha Bhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad,
B.R. Ambedkar and C. Rajagopalchari among many possessed highest
moral standards and they mobilized millions of people into political action,
who devoted their entire lives for the movement.
The movement was original, innovative and democratic in character.
The ideals of national movement like popular sovereignty, representative
government, civil liberties, self-reliant economy, secularism and foreign
policy opposed to fascism and imperialism is the legacy bequeathed to
independent India. The ideals of national movement are enshrined in
the constitution and incorporated in the programmes and policies of
government and political parties.
When India attained independence, Gandhi said it was a day of
rejoicing because of freedom from slavery and also mourning because of
partition. There was mass exodus of people across borders, large scale
violence and communal riots. The moment when India discovered herself
again, it opened up opportunities and many challenges as well. The joy
of freedom was tainted by despair of partition. The problems were multiple
i.e. agricultural and industrial stagnation, economic backwardness,
impoverishment, dismal health services, ignorance, inequality etc.
Independent India had the tasks of i.

Territorial and administrative integration of India.

ii.

Framing the constitution and building a responsible and
representative democracy.

iii.

Pushing the process of nation-building, etc.
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A train full of refugees depicting the trauma of partition 1947

The British Government had granted its recognition and Royal Charter
to the East India Company in 1600. It captured political power in India
after the battle of Plassey in 1757. Company had ruled India from 1757
to 1858.
Its regime became notorious for corruption, exploitation and
discrimination. Hence the Sepoy Mutiny took place in 1857 which led to
the transfer of power to the British Crown in 1858 (British Crown Act
1858). Some historians have described this Mutiny as the 1st war of Indian
independence.
The establishment of Indian National Congress (INC) in 1885 is one
of the notable events. It successfully lead the people and groups with
different ideologies, articulated peoples’ aspirations and pressurized the
British to meet the demands for independence. The British responded
to the demands with the reforms initiated through various Acts. The
Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909, the Montagu-Chelmsford Report of 1919,
the Government of India Act 1935, the Indian Independence Act of 1947
are important in the process of evolution of the Constitution of India.
The objectives of 1909 Act was to give opportunities to the native
elements of Indian society to take part in the government and to provide
separate electorate to the Muslims.
The Act of 1919 indicates responsible government in India and to
introduce Dyarchy i.e. Dual government in the British provinces.
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1.1 Government of India Act 1935:
The Reforms of 1919 failed to fulfill the aspirations of the people of
India. The Congress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi started
agitation for ‘Swaraj’ to be attained through ‘Non-Co operation’.
As per the Government of India Act 1919, a Statutory Commission
was to be appointed at the expiration of ten years after the passing of the
Act for the purpose of inquiring into the working of the system and the
development of representative institutions in India, with a view to extend,
modify or restrict the degree of responsible government then existing in
India’. The British government appointed a Statutory Commission (Simon
Commission) in 1927 to enquire into the report of 1919 Act. This was
done as a concession to the Indian demand for an early revision of the
Act. The commission headed by Sir John Simon consisted of 7 members
from British Parliament. It did not have a single Indian as a member. It
was taken as an insult to self-respect of India and hence boycotted. Amidst
protests of, ‘Simon Go Back’, the Commission visited India. It announced
in 1929 that `Dominion Status’ was the goal of Indian developments.
The 1st Round Table Conference held in 1930, the 2nd in 1931, the 3rd in
1932. The outcome of these conferences was announced in the form of
‘White Paper’. It provided for –
i)

Educational facilities and reservation in politics for depressed class.

ii)

Universal Adult Franchise.

iii)

Prohibition of Social boycott.

iv)

Communal representation.

v)

Separate electorate for the untouchables.

Unit - 1 : Origin And Growth Of Indian Political System
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Round Table Conference - File Photo

The Simon Commission brought the report of the resolutions of the
conferences, but Gandhi opposed for separate electorate for untouchables
and decided to ‘fast unto death’.
Congress leaders met Gandhi in this regard and he was convinced.
The resolution was modified by providing reservation for depressed classes
instead of separate electorate for untouchables. This is popularly known
as ‘Poona Pact’ signed by Gandhi and Ambedkar.
A ‘White Paper’ was prepared on the results of these conferences. It
was examined by Joint Select Committee of the British Parliament and
in accordance with its recommendations Government of India Act 1935
was passed.
The Act contained 321 Articles and 10 Schedules. The important
provisions of the Act are 1. Federation: The Act provided for the establishment of ‘Federation of
India’. It consisted of provinces of British India and Princely States as
units. For the first time an attempt was made to establish a Federal
government.
2. Distribution of power: It divided legislative powers between the
Central and Provincial legislatures. There was a threefold division.
i)

Federal list: Consisted of 59 subjects like external affairs,
currency, defence etc, over which the federal legislature had
legislative power.

ii)

Provincial list: Consisted of 54 subjects the police, education
etc over which provincial legislature had jurisdiction.
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iii) Concurrent list: Consisted of 36 subjects like criminal law, civil
procedure, marriage and divorce etc., over which both the federal
and provincial legislatures had competence.
iv)

The Residuary powers were vested with the Governor General.

3.
Dyarchy at the centre: The Dyarchy which was established in the
Provinces by Act of 1919 was now adopted at the Centre.
The executive authority vested in the Governor- General included the
following.
a.

The administration of reserved subjects like defence, external
affairs etc was done by Governor General with the help of
‘Councilors’, who were appointed by him and not responsible
to legislature.

b.

In the matters of transferred subjects the Governor General
acted, on the advice of ‘Council of Ministers’ who were
responsible to the legislature.

4. The Federal legislature: The central legislature was bi-cameral
consisting of Federal Assembly and the Council of States.
1)

The Council of States (upper house) consisted of 260 members,
of which 156 (60%) were elected from British India and 104
(40%) were nominated by Princely States.

2)

Federal Assembly (lower house) consisted of 375 members, of
which 250 (67%) were elected by the Legislative Assemblies
and 125 (33%) nominated by the rulers of the Princely States.

The Council was to be a permanent body. 1/3rd of its members were
to retire after 3 years. The term of House of Assembly was 5 years. Indirect
method of election was prevalent for House of Assembly.
There was Bi-Cameral legislature in Bengal, Bombay, Bihar, and
Madras, rest of the Provinces had Unicameral Legislature.
5. Federal Court: It provided for the first time the establishment of a
Federal Court for India in Delhi. It was established in 1937 and consisted
of a Chief Justice and 6 additional Judges appointed by his Majesty’s
Government on the basis of high legal qualifications.
a)

It had Original Jurisdiction to decide disputes between the
Centre and the Provinces.

Unit - 1 : Origin And Growth Of Indian Political System
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b)

Appellate Jurisdiction over decisions of the High courts

c)

Advisory Jurisdiction to advice the Governor General on any
point of law.

It was the highest Court in India. The Federal court functioned in
India for about 12 years, till its transformation into the Supreme Court of
India in 1950, under the present Constitution. The credit for its excellent
work goes to Sir Maurice Gwyer, who guided the Court in its formative
years as its first Chief Justice.
6. Provincial Autonomy: By this Act the provinces no longer remained
as delegates of Central Government but became autonomous units of
administration.
The Act introduced Provincial Autonomy. It was introduced in 11
Provinces viz. Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, Punjab,
Bihar, Central Provinces, Assam, the North Western Frontier Province,
Orissa and Sind. As federation was not introduced at the centre, the
Government of India was represented by the Governor General.
The provinces were administered by the ministers. The difference
between the reserved and transferred subjects was dropped. All subjects
were placed under the charge of Ministers who were made responsible to
and removable by Legislative Assembly. Thus the executive was
responsible to legislature.
The legislative relations between the Central government and the
Provinces were regulated according to three Lists of subjects provided
under the Act.
1)

However, 'Dominion Status' which was promised by the Simon
Commission in 1929 was not conferred by this Act.

2)

The intention to establish “Federation of India’’ did not materialize
because of the opposition for merger from the rulers of Princely
States.

3)

The degree of Provincial autonomy introduced at the provincial level
was limited as Central government retained important powers and
control. The Governor was given pivotal position, with discretionary
powers on important matters. He was not bound by the advice of
ministers. Thus the claim of conferring Provincial autonomy was
very limited.
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INDIAN INDEPENDENCE ACT OF 1947
The Act of 1947 was the last legislation of the British Parliament
with the intent of creating independent India.
The Government of India Act 1935 failed to satisfy the Indian
demands. In 1939 the Congress reiterated its demand to form a
Constituent Assembly to frame a Constitution for free India. This demand
was resisted by the British. With the outbreak of Second World War the
British Government sent Sir Stafford Cripps to India in 1942 when
Japan just entered the war. The Indian National Congress was opposed
to extend any help. The British realized the importance of India in
combating Japan. To achieve Indian’s co-operation, he proposed the
formation of Constituent Assembly to frame the Constitution and provide
dominion status to India at the end of war. The Cripps‘ proposals were
rejected by both the Indian National Congress and the Muslim league. It
led to Quit India Movement.
This was followed by Wavell Plan which proposed for re-constituting
the Executive Council of the Governor General with equal seats to Hindus
and Muslims. Jinnah stood for a separate Pakistan and hence declined
the plan. So it failed.

News Paper Report of Indian
Independence published

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s famous ‘tryst
with destiny’ Speech from Red Fort, Delhi on
15th August 1947

Unit - 1 : Origin And Growth Of Indian Political System
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In the meantime elections were held in England and Labour Party
came to power with absolute majority. Clement Atlee became Prime
Minister. He admitted the right of Indians to frame the Constitution for
free India and even to remain out of Commonwealth. The Labour Party
was earnest to solve the Indian problem. In 1946 it announced that a
Cabinet Mission will be sent to India to resolve the issue. The Cabinet
Mission recommended for a)

Formation of Constituent Assembly with 389 members

b)

Formation of Interim Government with the support of all Political
Parties

c)

Formation of Union of India including British India and Indian states

d)

Ruled out formation of Pakistan as undesirable

As per the recommendations of the Cabinet Mission Plan, the
Constituent Assembly was established presided by Dr. Babu Rajendra
Prasad for making the Constitution. In 1947 Drafting Committee was set
up by the Constituent Assembly under the Chairmanship of Dr.
B.R.Ambedkar.

Dr B. R. Ambedkar, Chairman with members of the
Constitution Drafting Committee
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The Congress accepted the proposal but the Muslim League rejected.
Communal riots became the order of the day finally Atlee declared the
transfer of power on 20th February 1947. The British Government sent
Lord Mountbatten to transfer power to India. He held consultations with
all political leaders and found that a compromise between Congress and
Muslim league was impossible on the basis of United India. He achieved
agreement between Congress and Muslim league on the basis of partition.
The Act of 1947 was actually an extension of the Mountbatten Plan.
PROVISIONS:
1.

The Act provided that on 15th August 1947, the appointed date, two
independent dominions, India and Pakistan, would be set up and
the Act provided for complete transfer of power.

2.

The dominion of India got the territory of Bombay, Madras, U.P.,
Central Province, Bihar, East Punjab, West Bengal, Assam, Delhi,
Ajmer, Coorg etc., and the rest of India except Sindh, Baluchistan,
West Punjab, East Bengal, North West Frontier Province and Sylhet
in Assam which became the territories of Pakistan. For demarcating
the boundaries, Boundary Commission was formed with Sir Cyril
Radcliffe as the Chairman.

3.

The Crown was no longer the source of authority.

4.

The Governor General and Provincial Governors were to act as
Constitutional heads. They lost extraordinary powers to legislate.

5.

The Office of the Secretary of State was abolished.

6.

From 15 th August 1947, the British Crown lost all rights of
Paramountcy over India and the Indian states were free to join either
Indian Union or Pakistan.

7.

The power in each dominion was transferred to the Constituent
Assembly which became fully sovereign from 15th August 1947 and
were absolutely free to frame the Constitution. The Constituent
Assemblies had a dual role i.e. Constituent and legislative. They
functioned as Central Legislature till the new legislatures were
formed.

8.

Until the new Constitution was framed, the Act of 1935 would govern
the Centre and the Provinces with necessary modifications.

Unit - 1 : Origin And Growth Of Indian Political System
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With the passage of this Act, India and Pakistan became free nations.
Independence of India is one of the greatest events of history. INC had to
concede Pakistan for achieving it. Mr. Jinnah accepted the ‘truncated’
Pakistan he had rejected earlier. But for this compromise the
independence would have been delayed. Partition was inevitable. A hardearned, prized freedom was won after long, glorious years of struggle but
a tragic partition rent as under the fabric of the newly emerging free
nation.
INTERIM GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
The interim government of India was formed on 2 September 1946.
The Constituent Assembly had 389 members. It was drawn from the
newly elected Constituent Assembly of India. It had the task of assisting
the transition of India and Pakistan from British rule to Independence. It
remained until 15th August 1947, when India became independent. the
Constituent Assembly became a sovereign body and performed the role
of Legislature for the new state. It was responsible for framing the
Constitution and making ordinary laws as well.
Viceroy’s Executive Council: The Viceroy’s executive council
transformed into the council of Ministers. It served as the executive branch
of the interim government. The Vice president of the council, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru was bestowed with the powers of Prime Minister. Other
prominent members of the Council are:
1.

Pt. Jawaharalal Nehru

Prime Minister

2.

Shri Vallabhabhai Patel

Dy. Prime Minister & Home Minister

3.

Dr. B R Ambedkar

Law

4.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

Education

5.

C. H. Bhabha

Commerce,

6.

N.V. Gadgil

Mines and Power

7.

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur

Health

8.

Rafi Ahmed Kidwai

Communication

9.

John Mathai

Railways and Transportation

10. Shyamprasad Mukherji

Industry

11. Jagajeevan Ram

Labour
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12. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty

Finance

13. Sardar Baladev Singh

Defence

14. P. Deshmukh

Food and Agriculture

15. K.C. Neogy

Relief and Rehabilitation

16. Gopal Swami Ayyangar
Although British India remained under the sovereignty of Britain
till August 1947, the interim government had proceeded to establish
diplomatic relations with other countries including the United States.
Independent India accepted the Constitution on 26th November 1949 and
came into effect on 26th January 1950. Based on the provisions of the
Constitution, 1st General Elections were held.
FIRST GENERAL ELECTIONS (1951-52)
India became a Sovereign Democratic Republic after the Constitution
was adopted on 26th January 1950. General elections to the first Lok
Sabha were held in India from October 1951 to February 1952, on the
basis of Universal Adult Franchise. With this India emerged as the World’s
largest Democracy.
The provision of Universal Adult Franchise was an act of faith on the
part of framers of the Constitution in the democratic process. The holding
of general elections was a bold implementation of that faith in man and
democracy.
The first general election was the most gigantic political experiment
in the history of democracy. The following facts indicate that it was the
world’s largest free election.
1.

No. of seats in Lok Sabha for which elections were held–489

2.

No. of electorate-176 millions

3.

No. of persons who actually voted-105.5 millions

4.

No. of polling booths–2,24,000

5.

% of votes polled-45%

6.

No. of political parties in the fray-nearly 70.

7.

No. of Candidates who contested-1800

Unit - 1 : Origin And Growth Of Indian Political System
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Results and Party position in First General Election
Sl. No

Party

% of Votes

Seats

1.

Indian National Congress

45 %

364

2.

Communist Party of India

3.29%

16

3.

Bharatiya Jan Sangh

3.06%

3

4.

Akhila Bharatiya Hind Mahasabha

0.95%

4

5.

Scheduled Caste Federation

2.38%

2

6.

Independents

16%

37

7.

Kisan Mazdoor Praja party

6%

9

From the results shown above, the following conclusions can be drawn.
1.

The Congress emerged as the most popular political party in the
country. It had managed to bag 74.5% of the seats in Lok Sabha.

2.

The percentage of voting was 45%. It proved that the masses in India
were politically conscious and understood the value of vote, though
they were poor and illiterate.

3.

There was no relationship between the percentage of votes secured
by a party and the number of seats won by it.

4.

The Communists were popular in Hyderabad, Travancore, Cochin,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.

5.

Voting in rural areas was 60% and 40% in the towns.

6.

The entire election was conducted in a peaceful manner which was
a notable and encouraging feature.

7.

The scheduled caste leader and the Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Constitution Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was defeated from
Bombay Constituency by a little known Kajrolkar.

First Lok Sabha :
The First Lok Sabha had 491 seats, elections were held for 489
seats and 2 Anglo Indian members were nominated. The speaker of the
First Lok Sabha was Shri G.V. Mavalankar.
It had met 14 Sessions in 667 days, 3,784 hours the highest recorded
count of sittings. It lasted its full term from 17th April 1952 to 4th April
1957.
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First Government

A file photo of Pt. Nehru with his cabinet colleagues

INTEGRATION OF PRINCELY STATES
British India consisted of British Indian Provinces and the Princely
States. The British Indian provinces were directly under the control of
the British government and thus transferred to India on 15th Aug 1947.
The Princely States accepted British supremacy but enjoyed certain
amount of freedom in their internal affairs. This was called paramountcy
of the British. The Indian Independence Act of 1947 declared the lapse
of paramountcy with effect from 15th August 1947. With this the Princely
States regained their status, became legally independent and free to join
India or Pakistan. Soon the small states realized that it was not possible
to maintain independent existence and were willing to accede to India or
Pakistan.
Sardar Patel took charge of the Indian States Department and V. P.
Menon became Secretary on 5th July 1947. They dealt with matters
arising between Central government and the Indian states. All states
except a few acceded to Indian Union in accordance with an ‘Instrument
of Accession’, by which they acceded only three subjects Defense, Foreign
Affairs and Communications. The rulers of these states were promised
honorable position and were assured of their rights and privileges. Of the
states situated within the boundaries of Dominion of India, about 565
states excepting Junagadh, Hyderabad, Kashmir and a few had acceded
before the independence itself.
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The process of integration was three-fold and known as ‘Patel
Scheme’.
1.

Merger of small states with adjoining provinces: About 216 states
were merged with provinces adjoining them. Eg:- merger of 24 states
of Orissa, 14 states of Central Province, Pudukkotah with Madras
etc. These merged states were included in part B of the Constitution.

2.

Grouping of small states: Many small states grouped themselves to
form a big state with the ruler of the most important one becoming
the Rajpramukhs eg: Union of Saurashtra, Patiala and East Punjab
States Union (PEPSU) etc. These unions were called part B States.

3.

Integration into chief commissioner‘s provinces: About 61 states
which were small and backward were converted into centrally
administered areas as chief Commissioners Provinces and were called
Part-C States. Eg:Himachal Pradesh, Ajmer, Coorg, Cooch-Bihar etc.

Accession of Junagadh, Hyderabad and Kashmir.
Junagadh: The Nawab of Junagadh Mohbat Khan declared accession
to Pakistan much against the wishes of the people of the state. They
were in favour of joining India. After the declaration of accession, they
rose in rebellion against the Nawab. As a result, he fled to Pakistan. A
‘Plebiscite’ was held in which the people voted to accede to Indian Union.
Later Junagadh was merged with Saurashtra.
Hyderabad: Hyderabad, the largest of the Princely States was
surrounded by Indian Territory. Its ruler Asad Usman Alikhan the ‘Nizam’
wanted an independent status. He made a 'Standstill Agreement' with
India in November 1947 to maintain the status quo which existed before
1947. But the Indian government felt that an independent Hyderabad
would pose security threat.
In the meantime, there was a movement against the oppressive rule
of the Nawab. The peasantry and the women joined it in large numbers.
The Congress and Communists were in the forefront of the movement.
Through his paramilitary force named Razakars, the Nizam ostracized
the people. The ‘Razakars’ raped, maimed, looted, murdered and targeted
the non-Muslims. To end this anarchy, the Indian army entered into
Hyderabad in September 1948. This police action is known as ‘Operation
Polo’. The Nizam surrendered and it was followed by complete accession
of Hyderabad into Indian Union.
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Kashmir: Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) was a princely state. Its ruler Hari
Singh was a Hindu and the population was largely Muslims (77%). They
did not want to merge with India or Pakistan but have an independent
status for the state. There was a popular movement led by Sheikh Abdullah
of the National Conference for removal of the king. They were against
joining Pakistan also. They thought of themselves as Kashmiris. In view
of geographical contiguity and the greater numerical strength of the
Muslims in the state, Pakistan was anxious to bring it under its rule.
In October 1947, Kashmir was invaded by tribal infiltrators of Pakistan.
This forced the Maharaja to seek Indian military help. India reacted
positively after ‘Instrument of Accession’ was signed on 26th October
1947. This was accepted by Sheikh Abdullah. Through this Kashmir
became the bone of contention. To resolve the crisis, the Constituent
Assembly of India made a special provision through Art.370 to provide a
separate constitution to the state along with other provisions.
In April 1950, the Security Council appointed Sir Owen Dixon as
U.N. representative to help the governments solve the dispute of J&K.
Since then it is before the Security Council which is yet to be solved.
In 1951 the Constituent Assembly met in the state to frame a
Constitution. In February, 1954, the accession of the State to India was
ratified by the Constituent Assembly. In November 1956,it adopted a
Constitution legalising the status of J&K as a unit of the Indian Union. It
is significant to note that the constitution of J&K declared the accession
of the state to India as final. As per the accord reached between the
Prime Minister of India and Sheikh Abdullah, the post of the Prime
Minister of J&K was redesignated as Chief Minister of J&K on 25th
February 1975.
By 1990, Kashmir came under the grip of militants who were
demanding for a separate Kashmir nation. It remained the cause of conflict
between India and Pakistan. Several intrusions were made by Pakistan
including Kargil war of 1999. In the meanwhile, it was under President‘s
rule and under the control of armed forces for a long time. Only after
2002 free elections are being conducted.
There is an opinion that Art. 370 should be revoked as it does not
allow full integration of the state with India.
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The Kashmir issue is not just a dispute between India and Pakistan
but also has dimensions of total integration, political autonomy, preserving
the Kashmir culture or ‘Kashmiriyat’ also.
The process of integration culminated in the Constitution, 7 th
Amendment which included all the states in Part A and B in one list.
Thus the Indian states lost their identity and became a Part of one uniform
Political Organization under the Constitution of India.
Role of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: The biggest individual factor in
the above spectacular event was the personality of Sardar Patel. The
success of integration is attributed to his astute statesmanship, intense
patriotism and great administrative skill. He handled the Kings of Princely
States with patience, tact and sympathy. He was a man of iron will. The
integration of states is his greatest contribution to independent India.
REORGANISITION OF STATES
Reorganization of states or redrawing of internal boundaries of Indian
states was necessary because prior to 1947 the territories of India consisted
of the British Indian Provinces and princely states. The boundaries were
drawn in a haphazard manner. There were above 500 Indian states which
were merged before independence into a dozen units. The provinces were
multi-lingual and multi –cultural. No heed was paid to linguistic or cultural
cohesion.
With the introduction of the present constitution the territories were
divided into four categories
1.

Part A States – Andhra, Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Madhya Pradesh,
Madras, Orissa, Punjab, United Provinces and West Bengal.
There were former British Indian Provinces.

2.

Part B states – Hyderabad, Jammu, Kashmir, Madhya Bharat,
Mysore, Patiala, PEPSU, Rajasthan, Saurashtra, Travancore and
Cochin. There were princely states or Chief Commissioners Provinces.

3.

Part C States – Ajmer, Bhopal, Coorg, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh,
Kutch, Manipur, Tripura and Vindhya Pradesh.

4.

Part D states – Andaman and Nicobar
The states under part C and D were ruled by the President with the
aid of Lt. Governor or Chief Commissioner.
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So for national consolidation and integration of the internal
boundaries were not drawn. Hence it was to be re-drawn, taking linguistic
and Cultural plurality into Consideration without affecting the unity of
the nation.
Linguistic principle as basis of reorganization:
The Motilal Nehru Committee report says “If a province has to educate
itself and do its daily work through the medium of its own language, it
must necessarily be a linguistic area….. Language as a role corresponds
with a special variety of culture, traditions and literature”.
Language as a basis for reorganization is important because…...
a.

Language is closely related to culture and customs of people.

b.

Spread of education and literacy can occur only through medium of
mother tongue.

c.

To a common man, democracy can be real only when politics and
administration are conducted in his language.

d.

Linguistic states can provide education, administration and judicial
activity in mother tongue.

Therefore, it was assumed that free India would base its boundaries
on linguistic principle.
Soon after Independence due to partition, political dislocation, law
and order problem and Kashmir issue, it was the need of the hour to
consolidate the linguistic states. So that it may unleash and intensify
regional and linguistic rivalries. Hence the matter was postponed.
The Linguistic Provinces Commission headed by Justice S.K. Dar
which was appointed by the Constituent Assembly and the JVP committee
consisting of Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhabai Patel and Pattabhi
Sitaramayya, in 1948, advised against the creation of linguistic states for
the time being as it may threaten national unity. This led to popular
movements and a long time demand for a separate Andhra state became
strong. In 1952 a popular freedom fighter, Potti Sri Ramulu, undertook
fast unto death for the cause and expired after fasting for 58 days. Finally,
the demand was conceded and state of Andhra Pradesh came into
existence in 1953. The success of Andhra encouraged others to agitate.
To meet the demand the Government appointed States Re-organization
Committee (SRC) in 1953.
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STATES RE-ORGANISATION ACT 1956:The states Re-organization Committee was constituted in December 1953,
with Justice Fazl Ali, K.M. Panikkar and Hridayanath Kunzru as members to
examine the issue and recommend the principles for re-organization keeping in
view the objectivity and indiscrimination. The Commission reported in 1955. The
recommendations were discussed and debated and finally the state Reorganization
Bill 1956 was introduced in parliament in April 1956 the states Reorganization Act
was passed in November 1956.
The objective of the Act explains “The states of India, as they exist
today have been formed largely as a result of historical accidents and
circumstances and hence there was a demand for the reorganization of
the component units of the Indian Union on a more rational basis, after
taking into account, not only the growing importance of regional Language
but also financial and administrative considerations.”
The main features of the Act are
1.

Abolishing the distinction between Part A,B,C and D States

2.

Establishment of two categories of units a) States b) Union territories

3.

The abolition of Rajpramukhs.

4.

The Act provided for creation of 14 states and 6 union territories.

List showing the 14 States and 6 Union territories
States

Union Territories

1.

Andhra Pradesh

1. Delhi

2.

Assam

2. Manipur

3.

Bihar

3. Andaman & Nicobar

4.

Mumbai

4. Himachal Pradesh

5.

Jammu Kashmir

5. Tripura

6.

Kerala

6. Laccadive, Minicoy Islands

7.

Madhya Pradesh

8.

Madras

9.

Mysore

10. Orissa
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11. Punjab
12. Rajasthan
13. Uttar Pradesh
14. South Bengal
After 1956, the acceptance of the principle of linguistic states did
not mean that all states immediately became linguistic. There was
‘bilingual’ Bombay state, consisting of Gujarati and Marathi speaking
people. After a popular agitation, the states of Maharashtra and Gujarat
were created in 1960.
In Punjab also, there were two linguistic groups: Hindi speaking
and Punjabi speaking. The Punjabi speaking people demanded a separate
state. The Sikh communalists, led by Akali Dal, and the Hindu
communalists, led by Bharatiya Jan Sangh used the linguistic issue to
promote communal politics. The SRC had also refused to accept the
demand on the ground that it would not solve either the language or
communal problem of Punjab. After several powerful movements, finally
in 1966 Punjab was divided into Punjab and Haryana.
The details of different States and Union Territories created after 1956
are given below.
Sl. No.

Name of States

Formed year

1.

Bombay, Gujarat, Maharashtra

1960

2.

Punjab, Haryana

1966

3.

Nagaland

1963

4.

Himachal Pradesh

1971

5.

Manipur

1972

6.

Meghalaya

1972

7.

Tripura

1972

8.

Sikkim

1975

9.

Arunachal Pradesh

1987

10.

Mizoram

1987

11.

Goa

1987
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12.

Chattisgarh

2000

13.

Uttarakhand

2000

14.

Jharkhand

2000

Union Territories
1.

Chandigarh

1966

2.

Diu, Daman

1987

3.

Pondicherry

1962

At present 29 States and 7 Union Territories are there in India.
Sl No

States

Sl No.

States

1.

Andhra Pradesh

15

Maharashtra

2.

Arunachal Pradesh

16

Manipur

3.

Assam

17

Meghalaya

4.

Bihar

18

Mizoram

5.

Chattisgarh

19

Nagaland

6.

Goa

20

Odisha

7.

Gujarat

21

Punjab

8.

Haryana

22

Rajasthan

9.

Himachal Pradesh

23

Sikkim

10.

Jammu & Kashmir

24

Tamil Nadu

11.

Jharkhand

25

Tripura

12.

Karnataka

26

Uttarakhand

13.

Kerala

27

Uttar Pradesh

14.

Madhya Pradesh

28

West Bengal

29

Telangana

Union Territories
1.

Andaman & Nicobar

5

Delhi (N C T)

2.

Chandigarh

6

Lakshadweep

3.

Dadra and Nagar Haveli

7

Puducherry

4.

Daman & Diu
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Yet it is not the end of re-organization of states. Language alone did
not remain the sole basis for re-organization of states. Regional culture
and complaints of regional imbalance have led to demands of smaller
states. Vidarbha in Maharastra, Harith Pradesh in Uttar Pradesh and
Gorkhaland in West Bengal are demanding for statehood. The bifurcation
of Andhra Pradesh into Telangana and Andhra Pradesh is declared.
Earlier it was felt that linguistic states may foster separatism and
thus weaken national unity. But linguistic state re-organization removed
major source of grievance which could have led to divisive tendencies. It
has only strengthened national unity.
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1.

Collect Jawaharlal Nehru‘s famous “ Tryst with destiny” speech

2.

Watch any feature film based upon partition

3.

Collect stamps of Independence Day and national leaders.

4.

List out the states at the time of independence and at present.

5.

Collect a map showing princely states and British India in 1947.
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Administrative map of India showing India’s States and Union
Territories with major cities and capitals
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

When did India become independent?

2.

When did the constitution of India come into force?

3.

When was the INC formed?

4.

Which Act transferred power from company to the crown?.

5.

What is Dyarchy?

6.

Why was the statutory commission formed?

7.

What did Simon commission recommend?

8.

When were the three round table conferences held?

9.

Mention any one important provision of government of India
act 1935?

10. Mention any one important provision of Indian independence
Act 1947?
11. Who was the chairman of Boundary Commission?
12.

When was the interim government formed?

13. From which body was interim government drawn?
14. Till when did it remain in office?
15. Who was the vice president of the viceroy‘s executive council?
16. When were the first general elections held?
17. Which country is considered as world’s largest democracy?
18. What is meant by paramountcy or suzerainty?
19. What is ‘Operation Polo’?
20. What is ‘Instrument of Accession’?
21. Which article of the constitution gives special status to Kashmir?
22. Who is responsible for the integration of states?
23. Who is called as the man with iron will?
24. When was the S R C formed?
25. Mention the names of members of SRC?
26. When was S R Act enacted?
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27. SRA created how many states and union territories in 1956?
28. When was Bombay bifurcated?
29. When was Punjab bifurcated?
30. Which state was bifurcated in 2013?
31. Which act introduced responsible Government in India?
32. Which act attempted to establish ‘federation’ in India?
33. Who was the speaker of first Lok Sabha?
II.

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

When was Federal Court established and where?

2.

How many states was Bombay divided into? Which are they?

3.

How many state was Punjab divided into? Which are they?

4.

Write a short note on first Lok Sabha.

5.

Why was Simon commission appointed?

6.

How many articles and schedules are there in the Act of 1935?

III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Write a short note on interim government.

2.

Write a short note on first general elections.

3.

Explain the provisions of Indian independence Act 1947.

4.

Describe the accession of Junagadh, Hyderabad, and Kashmir.

5.

List out the states and union territories in India.

6.

What is ‘Patel Scheme’?

7.

Give reasons for language as a basis for state re-organization.

8.

Explain ‘Provincial Autonomy’ conferred by Act of 1935.

IV. TEN MARKS QUESTION:
1.

Explain in detail the Government of India Act 1935

2.

Explain the re-organization of states

3.

Explain the integration of states
*****
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UNIT - 2
ELECTIONS AND PARTY SYSTEM IN INDIA
2.1 Election – Meaning and Importance
2.2 Methods of Elections
2.3 Election Commission of India
2.4 Electoral Reforms
2.5 Party System in India
2.6 Functions of the Political Parties
2.7 Anti-Defection Law
“In a popular government of the representative type, the electoral
branch may be viewed as the foundation upon which the whole structure
of government is erected”
- Prof. Willoughby
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

Able to know the meaning and importance of elections.

2.

To know different types of Elections

3.

To describe the composition of the Election Commission of India
and its functioning

4.

To evaluate electoral reforms

5.

To know the meaning and nature of party system in India

6.

To understand the function of political parties

7.

To have knowledge about Anti-Defection Law.

2.1 Election – Meaning and Importance
Election is an exercise by which voters choose their representatives
to hold public office. It is the primary activity in forming democratic and
representative government. Election enables the voters to participate in
the political activities of the state and exercise their political rights.
The term Election is derived from Latin word ‘eligere’ which means
to choose or to pick out or to select. Election is the process by which
modern representative democracy has been operating since 17th century
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as a formal mechanism of selecting or rejecting a person for public offices.
Voting was used in ancient Greece and Rome to select Roman Emperors
and Holy Popes.
Political parties play a significant and decisive role in the election.
The voters by exercising their franchise elect political party of their choice
to form democratic government. The government elected as such is called
‘popular government’.
Election enables people to be conscious of their rights and duties
and stimulates interest in public affairs and develops public spirit. In a
democratic political process elections are held regularly. There are different
types of elections like- General Election, Mid-Term Election, Re-Election
and By-Election.
1.

General Election is held periodically once in five years, where all
the eligible voters on the basis of universal adult franchise exercise
their voting rights in the election. The term of 15th Lok Sabha spans
from 2009-2014.

2.

Mid-Term Election is conducted when the House is dissolved before
the completion of its term. Such a situation arises when the ruling
party fails to win the vote of No Confidence and when no political
party is in a position to prove its majority on the floor of the House.

3.

Re-Election is held when elections are countermanded due to
irregularities like booth capturing, rigging, threatening and bribing
voters and polling staff. These incidents may occur in a particular
booth or polling station or in the entire constituency.

4.

By Election is held generally to fill the vacancy arising due to the
death or resignation or disqualification of an elected member.

Importance of Election
1.

Election is the foundation of democratic government.

2.

It is the key component to provide justice and freedom to all without
any discrimination.

3.

It is designed to create a popular government.

4.

It gives a citizen an opportunity to have one's voice heard and a
choice by which one should be governed. This enhances the self
respect and dignity of citizens to realize their importance in forming
the government.
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5.

It is the Barometer of democracy and serves as forum for the
discussion of public issues and facilitates the expression of public
opinion.

6.

It imparts political education and training to voters to actively
participate in the activities of the nation.

7.

It protects the interests of the minorities by providing representation
in the legislature.

8.

Election reinforces the stability and legitimacy of the political
community by bringing together citizens of the nation and helps to
facilitate socio- political integration.

9.

It makes the representatives to be accountable for their performance
in office and conduct.

10. It contributes to the continuation of democratic government and
enables the peaceful transfer of power.
Prof. Willoughby rightly puts it, “In a popular government of the
representative type, the electoral branch may be viewed as the foundation
upon which the whole structure of government is erected”
Methods of election:
Modern democratic system has adopted two methods of election.
They are 1. Direct Election 2. Indirect Election.
Direct Election:
In this system all the eligible voters of the nation directly elect their
representatives through secret ballots without any intermediaries. The
voters go to the polling station and exercise franchise. For example the
Lok Sabha (House of people) and Vidhana Sabha (State Legislative
Assembly) in India and the House of Commons in UK and House of
Representatives in the USA are directly elected.
Features of direct elections:
1.

More Democratic:
Eligible voters have wider choice to elect their representatives directly.
It provides for direct relationship between the voter and their
representatives.
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Voters in Polling Process

2.

Eligible Voters Voting for the 1st time

Responsive:
Since there is direct relationship between voters and the
representatives, they are responsive to the needs and aspirations of
the people. If they do not effectively respond to the needs of the
people they are shown the way out in the next election.

3.

Creates political awareness:
In the direct election voters come in direct contact with their
representatives. Voters are curious about them and gather
information through mass media and print media about political
parties, their manifesto, and personality of the candidates. In this
way it educates the voters.

4.

Selection of eligible candidates:
The voters test the capacities, capabilities of the candidates and
finally elect them since there is rapport between the two.

5.

Public relationship:
In view of the forthcoming elections, representatives keep regular
contact with the constituency and people.

Indirect election:
It is another method of election where voters elect a group of members
in the first instance to form ‘Electoral College’ as an intermediary body
to elect representatives. For example the President of India and USA are
elected through Electoral College, which consists of the representatives
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of people. The members of Rajya Sabha and members of State Legislative
Council are indirectly elected by the people.
Features of Indirect election:
1.

Selection of best candidates: In this method candidates are elected
by the intelligent voters. For example at the first instance people
elect their representatives to the Electoral College and at the second
instance who in turn judiciously elect final representatives of
legislature or head of the nation. This method involves double election.
Elected representatives act wisely with political knowledge.

2.

Prevents unhealthy campaign: It avoids all sorts of evils like dirty
propaganda tricks, instigation of people for petty issues to divide
them. For example in the election of President of India the average
voters are kept outside but only elected members of both the Houses
of the Parliament participate. These intelligent and responsible
members keep away from all sorts of party gimmicks.

3.

Peaceful voting: In this method there is no scope for illegal activities
or fights during the election as it happens in the direct election. In
the electoral process only small numbers of enlightened voters
peacefully exercise their votes judiciously. The elections are
conducted according to well defined norms and values.

4.

Little scope for emotions: Elected representatives are not carried
away by passions or sentiments nor can be influenced like an average
voter. There is no chance for misusing sensitive issues for political
gains. The higher level leaders are elected by people’s representative’s
act with a sense of responsibility.

5.

Suitable to developing nations: Since majority of the voters are
ignorant, not educated and intelligent hence small group of politically
educated and wise voters elect responsible and public spirited
representatives.

Election Commission of India
Democratic system in India provides for impartial, free and fair
elections. The framers of Indian constitution clearly made provisions for
an independent, statutory body called ‘Election Commission’ to conduct
elections in India. Art. 324 to 329 in Part XV deals with the composition,
powers and functions of Election commission.
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The Election Commission conducts election to the office of the
President, Vice President, Union Parliament, Legislatures of State, Union
Territories and Local Bodies.
Composition of Election Commission:
Article 324 provides for the office of the Election Commission of India.
It consists of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners. Till 1993 it was a single member body later on, it became
a three member body during the Prime Ministership of Sri. P.V.Narasimha
Rao.
Appointment and Removal:
According to Art. 342(2), Chief Election Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners are appointed by the President of India on the
advice of union cabinet. The term of office is six years or till they attain
the age of 65 years.
Article 324(6) makes provision for the salaries, allowances and other
privileges to the Chief Election Commissioner, Election Commissioners
and the Personnel. The Parliament determines their salaries from time
to time and it is borne out of the Consolidated Fund of India.
Removal:
According to Article 324(5), the Chief Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners can be removed from their office in the
same manner as the Judges of Supreme Court, on the ground of proved
misbehavior and incapacity to discharge their Constitutional obligations.
LIST OF CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
1. Sukumar Sen

23 March 1950 to 19 December 1958

2. K.V.K. Sundaram

20 December 1958 to 30 September 1967

3. S.P. Sen Verma

1 October 1967 to 30 September 1972

4. Dr. K. Nagendra Singh 1 October 1972 to 6 February 1973
5. T. Swaminathan

7 February 1973 to 17 June 1977

6. S.L. Shakdhar

18 June 1977 to 17 June 1982

7. R.K. Trivedi

18 June 1982 to 31 December 1985

8. R.V.S. Peri Sastry

1 January 1986 to 25 November 1990
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9. Smt V.S. Ramadevi
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26 November 1990 to 11 December 1990

10. T.N. Seshan

12 Dec 1990 to 11 Dec1996

11. M.S. Gill

12 December 1996 to 13 June 2001

12. J.M. Lyngdoh

13 June 2001 to 7 February 2004

13. T.S. Krishna Murthy

7 February 2004 to 15 May 2005

14. B.B. Tandon

16 May 2005 - 29 June 2006

15. N. Gopalaswami

30 June 2006 - 20 April 2009

16. Navin Chawla

21 April 2009 - 29 July 2010

17. S.Y. Qureshi

30 July 2010 - 10 June 2012

18. V. S. Sampath

11 June 2012 - 18 April 2015

19. Wasim Jaidi

19 April 2015 - Incumbent

Powers and Functions
According to Art. 324(1), the Election Commission
1.

Prepares electoral roll and its periodical revision.

2.

Holds elections to Parliament, State legislatures and offices of
President and Vice President.

3.

After the announcement of elections, it decides the time table.

4.

It conducts by-election to vacant seats.

5.

It grants recognition to political parties as National and State level
parties.
According to Election Emblem Act 2000.

For National party:
(i)

6% of casted valid votes in 4 or more States in Lok Sabha or
Vidhana Sabha election and 4 Lok Sabha seats in any State or
States or

(ii)

Minimum 2% of Lok Sabha seats in 3 States.

For Regional party:
(i)

6% of valid votes in the Lok Sabha or Vidhana Sabha elections
from the State and 2 Vidhana Sabha seats or

(ii)

3% seats of total Vidhana Sabha seats in the States or success
atleast in the 3 Constituencies
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6.

It scrutinizes the nomination papers.

7.

It allots symbols to political parties and independent candidates.

8.

It appoints officers and other staff members to conduct election and
make necessary arrangements.

9.

It can order for re-poll in any constituency or any polling booth.

10. It can withhold the election results on valid grounds.
11. The President or the Governor acts on the advice of the election
commission at the time of disqualification of members of the House.
12. It enforces the code of conduct for the candidates and political parties
i.e. the election expenses and submission of accounts after election,
environmental protection against noise pollution etc., during election.
13. As per the Representation of People’s Act (RPA) of 1950 and 1951
Election Commission of India conducts the process of election.
ELECTORAL REFORMS
The success of parliamentary democracy depends on the political
stability which lies in the pure and honest electoral system. Democracy
is the will of the people and their opinion is sacred hence called as the
“voice of the people, is the voice of God”. In this regard educating
people politically and strengthen the democratic system, reforms to the
election system are necessary. It ensures impartial, free and fair elections
through ballot papers but not bullets. In this regard many committees
were appointed by the successive governments. The most important among
them are:
1.

V.K. Tarkunde Committee (1974-75)

2.

Dinesh Go Swami Committee (1990)

3.

Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer Committee(1994)

4.

Wanchoo Committee

5.

Indrajit Gupta Committee(1998)

6.

Justice Kuldeep Singh Committee (2002)

7.

Law Committee Reports

On the basis of recommendations of the committees the governments
have implemented the following reforms:
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Elector’s Photo Identity Card (EPIC):

The EPIC is introduced by the then Chief Election Commissioner,
T.N. Sheshan (1990-1996) to conduct free and fair elections to remove
evil practices like corruption and impersonation (bogus voting) etc., It
was introduced in India in 1993.
The arrangements were made to issue EPIC to prevent impersonation
of electors. Initially it was difficult to issue identity card to all the voters
due to some technical problems. But during the term of
M.S. Gill the
possession of EPIC by the voters was made compulsory. It is an official
document issued by the Election Commission to all the eligible voters. It
consists of information of voters’ age, name, photo, gender, address,
constituency, date of issue etc.
2.

Electronic Voting Machine (EVM):

The EVM is one of the important innovations of modern technology.
It has replaced the system of ballot box and ballot papers with most
effective Electronic Voting Machine. The EVMs were introduced for the
first time in 1998 in the Legislative Assembly elections of some states
and it was successful. Later on in the 14th Lok Sabha elections they were
used all over India.

Electronic Voting Machine

EVM consists of Controlling Unit and Balloting Unit and both are
interconnected with a cable. The balloting unit is kept in the place where
voters exercise votes. The Controlling Unit is with the Polling Officer.
After the Voter proves his identity, by pressing the blue button on the
balloting unit against the candidate’s symbol he casts his vote. With the
beeping sound the voting procedure is completed.
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Uses of EVM:
1.

The first advantage is that preparation for polling is very less. The
polling staff is required to get training and thus election process will
be ended smoothly.

2.

In this system the pace of poll is very simple. Voter can press the
button against the name of the candidate of his choice.

3.

EVM can be easily operated and saves time.

4.

With the use of EVMs, the printing of lakhs of ballot papaers can be
avoided and thus it is economic and eco friendly.

5.

It avoids invalid votes and irregularities and useful to illiterates.

6.

It ensures the principle of 'one man one vote'.

7.

By using EVMs, accurate result can be declared fastly.

3.

Mandatory disclosure of antecedents of the candidates:
1.

Criminal 2. Education

3. Property.

Movement for declaration of antecedents
of contestants

The candidates have to disclose their personal details of Criminal,
Education and Property while filing their nomination. This is to facilitate
the right candidates to contest and restrict persons with criminal
background.
1. Criminal antecedents: To curb criminalization of politics the
Supreme Court of India in 2002 gave directions to Election Commission
to implement and parliament also amended the Representation of People’s
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Act 1951 in December 2002. Through this Act, submission of details
regarding criminal antecedents are made compulsory for all the candidates
along with their nomination papers. The details of their cases pending
against them in the courts if they were either convicted or acquitted.
The recent decisions of the Supreme Court made it clear that the
candidates having criminal records are debarred from contesting election
and members of legislature would lose their membership. In this regard
the election commission has framed rules to restrict the candidates from
contesting elections. Disqualification for criminal offences is provided in
R P Act 1951.
1.

As per the Act a person is disqualified from contesting election only
on conviction by the court of law

2.

Cases filed six months before election would lead to disqualification.

3.

Cases in which candidates have accused with the offence and
sentenced for 2 or more years are disqualified to contest for election.

4.

With the offence proved by the court of law a person is not eligible to
contest election for a period of 6 years. The availability of detailed
information about the candidates through media enables the public
to select and elect the candidates having clean records with service
motto.

2. Educational antecedents: The candidate has to file an affidavit to
give information relating to his educational qualifications. Being
representative of the people one has to be educated and actively take
part in the proceedings of the legislature, administration and in law
making process. Though the constitution has not mentioned any
educational qualifications to the candidates, this disclosure enables the
voters to elect qualified persons.
3. Property antecedents: Contesting an election is an expensive affair.
Persons with good education but dearth of funds may hesitate to contest
whereas people with money power get elected and may amass more wealth.
This leads to corruption. To curb this, the election commission has made
it mandatory to declare the details of movable and immovable property of
candidate and his family members. This disclosure helps the voter to
assess the honesty or otherwise of the candidate.
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State Funding
An educated person with high caliber and social concern fails to get
elected due to lack of fund. To consider all these facts and the study
made by various committees like Wanchoo Committee, Tarkunde
Committee made recommendations of state funding. This encourages
competent, capable individuals with honesty and integrity to take part in
the election. This may create new environment and necessitate the
political parties not to follow illegal means to procure funds and donations
for the purpose of elections.
The state by providing material benefits like supply of fuel for vehicles,
papers for election literature and other purposes checks the candidates
from becoming corrupt. With regard to state funding of elections Indrajit
Gupta committee was formed in 1998. The Committee recommended for
state funding of elections. They are
1.

To minimize the election expenses of political parties, a part of it to
be borne by the state.

2.

State funding should be in the form of kind not in cash.

3.

It recommended separate election fund to be created and the annual
contribution of central government is Rs. 600 crores and that of all
the states should be Rs. 600 crores.

4.

State funding to be confined to the recognised parties by the Election
Commission.

5.

To avail the state funding benefits the political parties must submit
their income tax returns.

6.

Free election telecasting and broadcasting to all the political parties
on government owned Television, Radio and other private channels.

7.

The details of expenditure should be given to the Election Commission
within the specified time.

8.

It recommended for reasonable restrictions writings on wall, display
of cutouts, banners, posters and buntings.

The recommendations of the committee, tries to protect the sanctity
of the election and democratic values. Corruption in public life can be
eliminated by electing honest, efficient and capable candidates. The
recommendations of the Indrajit Gupta committee report are yet to be
implemented.
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The Reform of 2013 provides an opportunity to the voters with a negative
option. If they are not happy with the contestants listed in the ballot
paper, they can choose None Of The Above (NOTA) option.
Party System in India
India is the largest democracy and political parties are indispensable
to the system. Political parties play very significant role in the working of
democratic government. They create political awareness among the voters
and enable them to acquire political education. After the declaration of
results, the party with majority forms the government and the rest are in
the opposition.
Meaning:
Political party is a group of organized people for a common purpose
of attaining political power through democratic methods.
Gilchrist: “A political party is an organized group of citizens who
prefer to share the same political views and who by acting as a political
unity try to control the government”.
Edmund Burke:”Political party is a group of people united to promote
national interests by its joint endeavors”.
Party system is classified as
1.

Single party system.

2.

Bi party system

3.

Multi party system.

The prevalence of single political party in a country is called Single
Party System. Eg. China. The existence of two political parties in the
country is called Bi Party System. eg. USA. The presence of more than
two political parties in a country is called Multi Party System. Eg. India
Nature:
The nature of Indian party system can be traced back from the Indian
National Movement. Indian National Congress (INC) was founded by A.O.
Hume in 1885. It was a forum to unite the people of India to fight against
British Imperialism. Due to ideological differences, Muslim League was
founded in 1906, other parties like Hind Maha Sabha, Communist Party
of India, Forward Block and Praja Socialist Party etc., emerged in the
successive years.
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Later, in post-independence period, Jan sangh, Janata party,
Bharatiya Janata Party, Janata Dal, Nationalist Congress Party, have
grown according to the needs of the time and they started to work to get
the power.
1)

Extra Constitutional growth: There is no reference in the
Constitution of India about how many political parties are to be
existed in the country. According to Art. 19 of the constitution all
citizens can have freedom to form associations or unions. Political
parties established on the basis of this liberty. Hence political parties
have no constitutional base.

2)

Prevalence of Multi Party System: India is a divergent country
with many religions, tribes, languages, culture and traditions. This
heterogeneity leads to the emergence of many political parties to
protect their interests in the main stream of the country.

3)

Split and merger: It is a common phenomenon in the Indian party
system. Various reasons contributed for split like, - ideological
differences, egoism, power hunger, etc.

4)

End of single party era: India was under congress rule till 1977.
The happenings between 1975 -1977, forced small parties to unite
and fight against Congress and capture power and put an end to
single party era.

5)

Dissident activities: Meanness of leaders like - personal attitudes,
favouritism, nepotism lead to dissident activities. Repetition of such
happenings instigates leaders to go against the ideology of the party
and paves way to political instability.

6)

Defection: Elected members of the Legislature change their parties
often for personal benefits or differences of opinion and many more
reasons. It ruins the values of democracy and destabilizes the
government.

7)

Leader worship: Most of the political parties in India emphasize on
the leaders than the ideologies of the parties. The leader decides
the destiny of the political party. Eg. Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira
Gandhi of congress, A.B. Vajpayee of BJP, The leaders with their
charisma dominate the whole party.
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8)

Alliances without principles: Political parties are formed with
principles of democracy and secularism but they ignore them for
want of power and make unholy alliances.

9)

Dominance of Regional parties: The presence of regional parties
during first general election did not influence the voters hence they
were rejected. During 1980s, they emerged very strong and
dominated the political scenario. Eg. DMK, AIADMK, Telugu Desam,
Shiv Sena, National Conference, AGP, JD(S), RJD, SJP, BJD and
other parties playing a significant role during the formation of
government.

10) Religious, Lingual and Regionalism: The basis of political parties
in India is religion, language, regionalism and the like. Eg. Muslim
League, Akalidal, Shiv sene, DMK, AIADMK, Maharastra Ekikaran
Samiti (MES), Telangana Rastriya Samiti (TRS) and others. In spite
of the rules of the Election Commission, such political parties exist.
11) Leftist and Rightist Parties: Party system in India consists of Leftist
and Rightist ideologies. Eg.CPI, CPI (M), Forward Block, RPI, Socialist
parties who have belief in revolutionary ideology and drastic changes
in the system. Parties like Congress, BJP, SP, NCP, BSP, RJD, JD(U),
JD(S) and others believe in moderate changes in the system.
12) The era of coalition: When no single political party secures absolute
majority, like minded political parties come together and join the
single largest party to form coalition government. The era of coalition
started during 1977 when Janata Party came to power headed by
Sri Morarjee Desai as Prime Minister at the centre along with other
parties. Followed by National Front, United Front, NDA, UPA and
the like.
Functions:
1.

Preparation of election manifesto: The election agenda is arranged
through manifesto. Its main intention is capturing power with popular
support. It reflects the ideological commitments of the party, which
include voters’ requirements like good governance through
infrastructure development.

2.

Selection of the candidate: The selection of best candidate is made
on the basis of popularity, acceptability and responsiveness to the
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grievances of people. Usually, all parties prepare the list of such
candidates to win the election.
3.

Political education and awareness: Political parties impart political
education to the people and make them to realize their
responsibilities. The ideologies along with the previous achievements
are highlighted to attract the voters during the electioneering.
Through this, voters compare and contrast and decide their future
course of action. Thus the people have an opportunity to get political
education and awareness about national and regional issues.

4.

To contest elections: Through proper filing of nomination and getting
‘B Form’ it is ascertained that the candidature is official. It is filed in
the respective offices of Returning officers.

5.

Election campaign: The candidates who are in the fray are supported
by the party in all possible ways. Provision for election expenses,
using public platform by speeches from the leaders of parties, and
through electronic and mass media to win the election.

6.

Formation of the government: After the declaration of the results,
the party which secures majority forms the government. The
administration is carried on within the constitutional frame work
along with implementing the assurances mentioned in the manifesto
at the time of election. At the same time it maintains discipline
within the party by imposing party norms.

7.

Acts as opposition party: The political parties which fail to secure
majority in the election act as opposition parties. They apply the
brake to the unconstitutional decisions and policies of ruling party
and help to streamline the administration. The opposition party is
always ready to step into the shoes of the ruling party by highlighting
the wrong doings in the administration. It acts as ‘Watch Dog’ of
democracy.

8.

Formation of Public Opinion: The political party acts as the best
agency in formulating the public opinion. The achievements of ruling
party are published and highlighted through media and public
platforms. Opposition parties organize rallies, conduct road shows
and seminars to expose the failures of ruling party. Such activities
of the parties enlighten the masses and lead to the formation of
healthy Public Opinion.
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Bridge between the government and the people: Political parties
act as bridge between the government and the people. The leaders
of the parties try to reach the people through policies and
programmes. They draw attention of the government towards the
problems of the people and get remedies.

10. Promotes the National interest: It is the task of all the political
parties to protect the unity and integrity of the nation. Whenever
there is threat both from within and outside, the parties have to
unite themselves keeping aside their ideological and parochial
differences.
Anti-Defection Law
Defection
Defection means an elected representative who defects to another
party without resigning his membership for benefits. Defector is elected
at one party and enjoys power in another party.
The word defection is also called as ‘Floor Crossing’ in UK and ‘Carpet
Crossing’ in Nigeria. The term ‘Defection’ is used in India. Defection is
commonly known as ‘Horse trading’. Defectors are also called ‘Fence
Sitters’ or ‘Turn Coats’.
Sri Rajiv Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India decided to remove
the evils of defection. Hence Anti-Defection Act came into force on 1st
April 1985 through 52nd Constitution Amendment.
Provisions of the Anti-Defection Act
The main intention of the law was to combat “the evil of political
defections”. The provisions are:
1.

A Member of Parliament or State Legislature belonging to any political
party shall be disqualified if he voluntarily quits his party.

2.

He will be disqualified from his membership if he votes against his
party Whip in the session.

3.

A Member of Parliament or State Legislature belonging to any political
party shall be disqualified from his membership if he votes in the
session without prior permission of his party.

4.

A nominated member shall be disqualified from his membership in
the Upper House if he joins any political party after six months from
the date on which he assumes his position.

44

II PUC - Political Science

5.

If 1/3rd strength of any political party merges with another political
party shall be considered as defection.

6.

A person disqualified under this Act shall not be provided any office
of profit.

7.

The Anti-Defection Law determines the size of the Council of
Ministers. The size of the Council of Ministers of Union shall not
exceed 15% of the total members of Lok Sabha and similar to that of
State Legislative Assembly.

8.

Speaker can initiate action against the members under AntiDefection Law.

9.

The Chairpersons of Legislature are permitted to frame the rules to
implement this law.

10. An independent member of the house shall be disqualified, if he
joins any party after electiion.
Some other provisions of Anti-Defection Law
1.

A person shall not be disqualified if his original party merges with
another party under this law.

2.

The Speaker and Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha and Deputy
Chairman of Rajya Sabha, the Presiding Officers of State Legislatures
shall not be disqualified under Anti-Defection law if they quit their
original party.

3.

A person who is disqualified under Anti-Defection law can challenge
the orders of the Speaker before the Court. Eg. 15 members of
Karnataka Legislative Assembly challenged the orders of Speaker
before the Supreme Court.
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

1.

Listen to speeches of candidates contesting for election on T.V. or
public platform.

2.

Suggest electoral reforms at your level.

3.

Visit Voter Facilitation Centre.
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

What is the root word of Election?

2.

What is Election?

3.

What is General Election?

4.

What is By-Election?

5.

What is Re-Election?

6.

What is Mid-Term Election?

7.

What is Direct Election?

8.

Give an example for Direct Election.

9.

What is Indirect Election?

10. Give an example for Indirect Election.
11. What is Universal Adult Franchise?
12. What is the minimum age of voter in India?
13. How many members are there in the Election Commission of
India?
14. Who appoints the Election Commissioners of India?
15. What is the term of the Election Commissioner?
16. Expand EVM.
17. Expand EPIC.
18. What is Electors Photo Identity Card?
19. What is Electronic Voting Machine?
20. What is a political party?
21. Name the party system in India.
22. What is national party?
23. Give an example of a National party.
24. What is regional party?
25. Give an example of a Regional party.
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26. Who was the founder of Indian National Congress?
27. When did Indian National Congress come into existence?
28. Expand NDA.
29. Expand UPA.
30. When did the BJP come in to existence?
31. When did the Communist party in India come in to existence?
32. What is Defection?
33. When did the Anti-Defection Law come into existence?
34. What is Anti-Defection Law?
35. What are the other names of Defection?
36. Who enforced the Anti-Defection Law?
II.

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What is Direct Election? Give an example.

2.

What is Indirect Election? Give an example.

3.

What is Universal Adult Franchise? Give an example.

4.

What is Election Commission?

5.

Write any two functions of the Election Commission.

6.

Name any two mandatory disclosures declared by the candidates
during election?

7.

State any two advantages of EVM.

8.

Write any two uses of EPIC.

9.

What is State Funding?

10. What are the committees recommended for electoral reforms?
11. What are the committees recommended for electoral financing
through State funding?
12. Define political party.
13. What is Single party system? Give an example.
14.

What is Dual party system? Give an example.

15. What is Multi party system? Give an example.
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16. Write the two functions of political parties.
17. What is Coalition Government?
18. When is Coalition Government formed?
19. Name the National parties.
20. What are the main Regional parties?
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Write

the importance of Elections.

2.

Explain the features of Direct Elections.

3.

Explain the features of Indirect Elections.

4.

Write the composition of Election Commission of India.

5.

Describe the powers and functions of Election Commission.

6.

Write the advantages of Electors Photo Identity Card.

7.

Explain the advantages of Electronic Voting Machine.

8.

Write a note on the criminal antecedents of a candidate.

9.

Write a note on the educational antecedents of a candidate.

10. Write a note on the property antecedents of a candidate.
11. Write about the reforms in electoral financing through state
funding.
12. Write about the Anti-Defection Law.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Differentiate between Direct Election and Indirect Election.

2.

Explain the functions of Election Commission of India.

3.

Describe the electoral reforms in India.

4.

Explain the mandatory disclosure of the antecedents of the
candidate.

5.

Explain the nature of party system in India.

6.

Describe the functions of political parties.
*****
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UNIT-3
ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY IN INDIA
3.1 Administration, Meaning and Role
3.2 Civil service, Meaning and Features
3.3 All India Services, Central Services, State Services
3.4 Central, State and District Administration
3.5 CAT and KAT
3.6 UPSC and KPSC, Composition and Functions
“The real core of administration is the basic service which is performed
for the public”.
-E.A. Nigro
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To know the meaning and role of administrative machinery in India

2.

To understand the meaning and features of civil Services

3.

To know about All India Services, Central and State Services

4.

To know the structure and jurisdiction of central, state and district
administration

5.

To know about the composition and functioning of CAT & KAT

6.

To know about the composition and functions of UPSC & KPSC

Administration
The English word ‘administration’ is derived from the Latin words
‘Ad’ and ‘Ministrare’. ‘Ad’ means ‘the public’ and ‘Ministrare’ means ‘to
serve’. The task of administration is to run the government and look after
the people.
‘Administration is the organization and direction of the men and
material resources to achieve desired ends’
J.M.Piffner.
“The activities of groups co-operating to accomplish common goals”
H.Simon
Administration is as old as ancient civilizations. It can be traced
back to the Vedic times, during monarchy, the administration was used
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to execute efficient and effective functioning of the government, with a
view to meet the demands of the people and solve their problems.
In the history of development of Indian administration, we find two
unique features the village as a primary unit of administration and
decentralization as its goal. It can therefore be seen that the present
administration is based on the foundation of traditional public
administration. We find glimpses of these organizations in the Vedic,
Buddhist, Jain Literature, Dharmashastra, Ramayana, Mahabharata,
Manu Smriti, Shukra Neethi, Arthashastra and others.
“Unless we destroy corruption in high
places, root out every trace of nepotism,
love of power, profiteering and black
marketing which have spoiled the good
name of this great country in recent
times, we will not be able to raise the
standards of efficiency in
administration.”
- Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
15th Aug 1947
(Speech during Indian liberation)
The contemporary Indian administrative system is characterized by
heterogeneity of ideals, goals, structures and roles. With the emergence
of the nation-state, the importance of administration increased
considerably. When the state was a police - state, the scope of
administration was limited. But when transformed to welfare state, the
scope of administration gradually increased, with the industrial revolution,
scientific progress and technological innovations, growth of population
and diversification of the functions and activities.
Role of Administrative Machinery in India:
As Charles A Beard said, Administration is the science of modern
civilization.
Gerald Gaiden (1971) listed the following features of Public
Administration in contemporary society.
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1.

Preservation of the polity

2.

Maintenance of stability and order

3.

Institutionalization of socio-economic change

4.

Management of large scale commercial sciences

5.

Ensuring growth of economic development

6.

Protection of the weaker sections of society

7.

Formation of public opinion

8.

Influencing public policies and political trends

Civil Service:
Meaning:
The term ‘Civil Service’ was used by the East India Company to signify
administrative service of the state. To select personnel for the higher
posts, the British rulers decided to hold competitive examinations. It was
called ‘Civil’, to differentiate it from the ‘Military’. It had its own identity
and establishment.
The term ‘Civil Service’ refers to the permanent executive. The term
‘executive’ in its broader sense, includes the Chief Executive Head of the
State and the Cabinet headed by Prime Minister. It also includes a large
number of administrative officials, rank and file.
There are two kinds of executives, viz. ‘Political Executive’ and
‘Permanent Executive’. The political executive is an ‘elected’ body whereas;
the permanent executive is a ‘selected’ body. Political executive comprises
of the President of India to member of Grama Panchayath. The selected
body includes Cabinet Secretary at the top and an Peon at the bottom.
The civil service is subordinate to the political executive as it receives
orders from the latter and works under its control. Each minister is in
charge of a department. There is a large staff of civil servants to assist
him to run the department. Without the civil servants, government cannot
carry on the affairs of the state. In reality, the administration is carried
out by the members of the civil service.
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Civil Service is defined as,
“General body of official serving under heads of various departments
and known collectively as the civil service”.
–R.G. Gettell
“Civil service is a regulated administrative system organized as a
service of inter-related officers”.
-E.A. Gladden.
Features of Civil Service:
1.

Professional body:
Civil service consists of a professional body of officials who are,
permanent, paid and skilled. It is a whole time job and career service.
As Herman Finer puts it, “Civil Service is a professional body of
officials, permanent, paid and skilled”.

2.

Hierarchy:
As per the scalar system, each civil servant has to obey his immediate
superior, where high ranking administrative officer with discretionary
powers supervises their subordinates. The authority runs from above,
and helps to make administration stable.

3.

Political Neutrality:
Civil servants refrain always from political activities. They perform
their duties without being aligned to any kind of political regime.

4.

Anonymity:
Civil servants work behind the screen and remain anonymous even
though they work for the government. Recognition for good work or
disrepute for any omission goes only to the minister and not to the
civil servants.

5.

Impartiality:
The civil servants have to apply the laws of the state while performing
the duties without showing any favour, bias or preference to any
groups or section of society.
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Service motto:
They have to work for the welfare of the society. They must be humble
and service minded towards the public and not authoritative.

7.

Permanent:
Civil servants are called the permanent executive. They discharge
duties till they attain the age of superannuation. Both at the Central
and in Karnataka state service, the age of retirement is sixty years.

8.

Jurisdiction of Law:
Every civil servant has to function within the prescribed jurisdiction
of law. If he crosses the limit, he is met with disciplinary action.

9.

Special Training:
Once the candidates are selected for top civil services, they are
deputed to in- service training to acquire special skills in
administration, eg. Lal Bahadur Shastry Academy of Administration
located in Massourie for the training of the newly appointed IAS
officers. Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel Police Academy located in
Hyderabad, trains the newly appointed IPS officers.

All India Services, Central Services and State Services
“The intention of having All India Services was mainly to ensure
uniformly high standards of administration in all states in key activities
to provide for interchange of experience between the states and the centre.”
-Administrative Reforms Commission - 1969
1.

All India Services

Part XIV. Art. 312 of the constitution of India provides for the creation
of All India Services for the union and states.
The All India services play the most prominent role in civil service.
The candidates to these services are recruited on all India basis and can
be posted both at the centre and in the state.
Presently India has three All India Services.
1.

Indian Administrative Services (IAS)

2.

Indian Police Services (IPS)
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Indian Forest Services (IFS)

These services are called as All India services as they belong both to
the central and state Governments. The service of these officers could be
utilized by both the centre and state governments and they can be
transferred from central to state governments vice - versa.
In 1951 the parliament created the Indian Civil Services Act
empowering the Union Government in consultation with the state
governments. This act provided for the regulation of services of persons
appointed to the All India Services.
Art. 312(i) of the Indian Constitution states that, Rajya Sabha initiates
a resolution supported by not less than 2/3rd of the members present
and voting. If necessary, in the national interest, Parliament may by law
provide for the creation of one or more All India Services.
2.

Central Services

India is a union of states and hence it provides for division of powers.
Subjects mentioned in the union list are to be managed by a separate
body of officials under Central Service. Art. 312 of the Constitution
empowers the parliament to create central services.
The officials appointed to these services come under the exclusive
control of the Central Government. The central services are classified
into Class-I, Class-II, Class-III, Class-IV. Some of the central services are:
1.

Indian Foreign Services.

2.

Indian Audit & Accounts Services.

3.

Indian Revenue Services.

4.

Indian Railway Services.

5.

Indian Defence Services.

6.

Indian Information Services.

7.

Indian Postal Services.

8.

Indian Engineering Services.

9.

Indian Economic Services.
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State Services

Art. 309 provides for the creation of state services. These services
have listed in the state list. There are several subjects such as - police,
administration, sales tax, land revenue, medical services etc. The services
which administer these subjects are recruited by the states. The mode
and methods of recruitment, service conditions. They function under the
control of state governments.
The state services have been classified into class-I, class-II, class-III
and class-IV. Members of class-I and II services are Gazetted officers,
class-III consists of clerical staff and others class-IV comprises of, Attenders
and peons etc.,
The State Services in Karnataka are:
1.

Karnataka Administrative Services(.KAS)

2.

Karnataka State Police Services.(KSPS)

3.

Karnataka Forest Services.

4.

Karnataka Engineering Services.

5.

Karnataka Educational Services.

6.

Karnataka Sales Tax Services.

7.

Karnataka Co-operative Services.

8.

Karnataka Audit & Accounts Services.

9.

Karnataka Excise Services.

10. Karnataka Food & Civil Supply Services
Other services,.
Central, State and District Administration
1. Central Administration: The central administration consists of the
President, the Prime Minister, the Council of Ministers and Secretaries
to these Offices.
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The Central Secretariat:
The word secretariat means Office of the Secretaries. For the purpose
of administration, the Government of India is divided into Ministry and
Departments which constitute the Central Secretariat. For efficient
discharge of business allotted to a ministry, it is divided into various
Departments, Wings, Divisions, Branches and Sections.
Hierarchical Order of Central Secretariat.

Department
(Secre
Depart
ment (Secr
e tary)
(Ad
itional/
Secre
Wing (A
dd it
ional/ Joint Secr
etary)
Division
(Deputy
Secre
Di
vision (Deput
y Secr
etary)
Branch(U
anch(Und
nder
Secre
Br
anch(U
nd
er Secr
e tary)
Section
(Section
Sect
ion (Sect
ion Officer)
Department:
This is the primary unit of a ministry. It is pertinent to point out the
differences between a ministry and a department. A single ministry may
have several departments under it. For instance, the Human Resource
Development is divided into two departments, viz. The Department of
School Education and Literacy and the Department of Higher Education.
The Ministers are the political head of a Ministry; the Secretary to
Government of India is the administrative head. In case there are several
departments within a ministry, each is headed by a secretary.
A Minister remains in power for a period of five years. Generally
secretary belongs to permanent civil service and remains in office till he
retires. It has been observed that the portfolios of ministers change
frequently, particularly with every change of leadership or through
occasional reshuffles in the council of ministers. The Secretaries on the
other hand, enjoy longer tenure as the administrative head of his ministry.
Wing:
Depending upon the volume of work in a ministry, one or more
wings can be setup. An Additional Secretary or Joint Secretary is in
charge of the wing. He is given independent charge, subject to the overall
responsibility of Secretary.
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Division:
A wing of the ministry is then divided into divisions for the sake of
efficient and expeditious disposal of business allotted to the ministry.
Two branches ordinarily constitute a division which is normally under
the charge of a Deputy Secretary.
Branch:
A branch normally consists of two Sections and is under the charge
of an Under Secretary. He is also called as Branch Officer.
Section:
Headed by a Section Officer, a section consists of Assistants, Upper
Division and Lower Division Clerks. The initial handling of cases, noting
and drafting, is carried on by these assistants.
CABINET SECRETARY
The Cabinet Secretariat functions under the leadership of Prime
Minister at the political level and cabinet secretary at the administrative
level. The cabinet secretary is drawn from the senior most officers of the
Indian Administrative Service.
The role of Cabinet Secretary
The main function of the cabinet secretary is to provide assistance
to the Council of Ministers. He deals primarily with Cabinet Ministers.
He is also in close contact with the secretaries in charge of different
ministries and departments.
As the Head of the civil service, the Cabinet Secretary ensures the
morale of the civil servants. He has to act as a bridge between the political
executive and the civil servants to protect the interests of the latter in
situations of conflict between the two.
The Cabinet Secretary attends all meetings of the cabinet and
cabinet committees. In the cabinet meetings he draws up the minutes
which contain the decisions reached. Cabinet Secretary has to follow the
code of secrecy. After the decisions are taken, he has to ensure the
decisions are implemented properly.
The Cabinet Secretary acts as the eyes and ears of the Prime Minister
to keep in touch with the process of official business in the union
government. Like all civil servants, he provides the element of stability
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and continuity to the administration, when the Prime Minister resigns.
At this juncture, the services of the Cabinet Secretary are of immense
value. He advices the President and the care-taker Prime Minister.
In brief, the Cabinet Secretary is the senior most civil servant of the
country. The official warrant of precedence gives him the first place among
the civil servants.
State Administration:
The State Administration consists of the Governor, the Chief Minister,
the Council of Ministers and Secretaries to these offices.
State Secretariat
For the sake of administrative convenience, the structure of the
government of the state is divided into many departments. A Ministry
may consist of two or more departments and a Minister is in charge of all
of them. The Minister is the political head of the Department whose
administrative head is the Principal Secretary, a career civil servant.
The secretariat is located in the state capital and consists of offices
of Ministers, Secretaries, Departments and Sections. The Secretariat is
the highest office of the government. It is the principal executive
instrument as well. The Secretariat ensures “objectivity, continuity and
consistency” in the administration. It is the main authority to frame rules
and principles of procedure for the functioning of the government.
The primary responsibility of the Secretariat is to assist the ministers
in the following matters:
1.

Formulating and modifying legislation from time to time.

2.

Planning and budget formulation.

3.

Co-ordinate with the centre and other states.

4.

Promoting organizational competency.

5.

Answering questions in the Assembly.

The Secretariat is divided into a number of administrative
departments. It consists of Principal Secretary, Secretary, Joint Secretary,
Deputy Secretary and Under Secretary.
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The number of Secretariat departments differ from State to State.
Departments common to most of the states are:
1.

Department of Personnel and Administrative Reforms (DPAR)

2.

Home and Transport

3.

Finance and Planning

4.

Education

5.

Revenue and Excise

6.

Public Works Department (PWD)

7.

Forests

8.

Energy

9.

Agriculture

10. Cooperation
11. Labour and Employment
12. Food and Civil supplies
13. Rural Development and Panchayath Raj (RDPR)
14. Law and Parliamentary affairs
15. Social Welfare Etc…
Chief Secretary:
Chief Secretary is the head of the Secretariat in every State. He is
in-charge of the administrative setup. His authority includes all
departments of the Secretariat. By reason of his experience and standing,
is able to ease out difficulties and frictions to give general guidance to
other officers. Thus he gives leadership to the administrative system of
the state. He maintains rapport between the State government and the
Union government and other State governments.
Functions
The Chief Secretary performs the following functions:
1.

He is the principal adviser to the Chief Minister.

2.

He acts as the Cabinet Secretary and the only person who attends
the Cabinet Meeting.
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3.

He exercises general supervision and control over the entire
Secretariat.

4.

He looks after all matters beyond the purview of other secretaries

5.

As Chief of all the Secretaries, he presides over a large number of
committees and is a member of many others.

6.

He is the Secretary by rotation, of the Zonal Council of which the
state is a member.

7.

He has control over the staff attached to the ministers.

8.

He is the bridge between the State and Central or other State
Governments.

9.

He receives confidential communication from the Government of India
and conveys them to the Chief Minister.

As the head of the administrative machinery, Chief of the Civil Service,
mentor and conscience-keeper of civil servants, plays significant role in
the state administration.
District Administration:
The District Administration is the primary administrative unit of the
administration. The district administration is the management of public
affairs within the district.
The Deputy Commissioner (DC) is the head of the District
Administration. He also acts as the District Magistrate. Superintendent
of Police (SP), District Treasury Officer, Deputy Director of Pre-University
Education, Social Welfare Officer, Deputy Director of Public Instruction,
District Medical Officer, Deputy Registrar and others function under the
jurisdiction of the Deputy Commissioner.
The functions of the Deputy Commissioner.
1.

Law and order and Magisterial powers: Deputy Commissioner also
enjoys magisterial powers. Being the District Magistrate, he maintains
law and order and performs other judicial functions in the district.
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Office of the Deputy Commissioner in Mysore

2.

Revenue functions: It includes maintenance of land records and its
assessment, collection of land revenue and other public dues and
settlement of land disputes. Assistant Commissioners and Tahsildars
work under the overall supervision and control of the Deputy
Commissioner.

3.

Developmental Functions: It includes Public Health, Education,
Rural Development, Social Welfare (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes) and welfare of Backward Classes & Minorities and protection
of weaker sections of the society.

4.

Regulatory Functions: It includes control, regulation and
distribution of food and civil supplies and essential commodities.
He also controls the matters relating to
registration,

excise, stamps and

5.

Electoral functions: Deputy Commissioner is the district election
officer and he is in charge of elections to parliament, state legislature
and local bodies.

6.

Municipal Administration: The DC is generally responsible for the
supervision and proper functioning of the urban local bodies. The
implementation of various developmental and anti-poverty measures
for the urban poor is monitored by the Deputy Commissioner.

7.

Disaster management: In situations like floods, famines, accidental
fires, earthquakes and other natural calamities, the entire district
administration is geared to meet the threat and the DC assumes
charge to co-ordinate the activities of various departments.
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8.

Public Grievances: The DC is the District Public Grievances officer,
by virtue of which he maintains the overall responsibility to ensure
proper functioning of all departments in the district.

9.

Land acquisition: He is the land Acquisition officer and acquires
land for public purpose and developmental programmes are carried
by Deputy Commissioner.

10. Census: National Census done periodically is supervised by
Deputy Commissioner.

the

3.5 Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
The Central Administrative Tribunal has been established for
adjudication of disputes, with regard to recruitment and conditions of
service of persons appointed to public service.
Art. 323A of the Indian Constitution provides for setting up of
Administrative Tribunals. It goes a long way in reducing the burden of
various courts by reducing pendency of cases relating to matters of civil
service. It also provides to the officials a speedy and effective remedy.
The provisions of the Administrative Tribunals Act, 1985 do not apply
to members of paramilitary forces, armed forces of the Union, officers or
employees of the Supreme Court or to persons appointed to the Secretariat
Staff of either House of Parliament or the Secretariat staff of State/Union
Territory Legislatures.
A Chairman who has been a sitting or retired Judge of a High Court
heads the Central Administrative Tribunal. Besides the Chairman, the
authorized strength consists of 16 Vice-Chairmen and 49 Members. The
conditions of service of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Members are
governed by the provisions of the Central Administrative Tribunal Rule of
1985.
The employees of the Central Administrative Tribunal are required
to discharge their duties under the general superintendence of the
Chairman. Salaries, allowances and conditions of service of the officers
and other employees of the Tribunal are specified by the Central
Government.
Karnataka Administration Tribunal (KAT)
In 1969 a committee was set up by the Central Government under
the Chairmanship of Justice Shah of the Supreme Court to make ways
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and means for effective, expeditious and satisfactory disposal of matters
relating to service disputes. The committee recommended for setting up
of independent tribunals to handle pending cases before the Supreme
Court and High Courts relating to service matters. The Administrative
Reforms Commission also took note of this situation and recommended
for setting up of Civil Service Tribunals to deal with cases of disciplinary
action against government servants.
Art. 323A of the Constitution of India, through the 42nd Amendment
authorized the parliament to provide for law for the adjudication of disputes
related to public servants. With respect to the above Amendment,
Karnataka Administrative Tribunal was established on 6.10.1986.
The Tribunal consists of Chairman, a Judicial Member and three
Administrative Members. The KAT is located in Bangalore.
3.6 UPSC & KPSC
Art. 315 to 323 of the Constitution contain provisions relating to
Public Service Commission. There are three types of public service
commission’s viz. Union Public Service Commission, State Public Service
Commission and Joint Public Service Commission (JPSC).
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
Art. 315 provides for the establishment of the Union Public Service
Commission. UPSC is an independent constitutional body entrusted with
the work of recruitment on the basis of merit.
Composition:
At present, the UPSC is composed of a chairman and 10 members.
They are appointed by the President. It provides for 1 ½ of the members
of the Commission are administrators with a minimum of 10 years
experience in Government service. Nothing is mentioned regarding the
qualifications of remaining members. Generally they have prominency
in different fields.
Tenure:
A member of Union Public Service Commission holds office for a
period of 6 years or till he attains the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
Chairman or members of the commission, are not eligible for
re-appointment after retirement. The chairman of the UPSC is also not
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eligible for further employment under Central or State Government.
However, a member of the UPSC may be appointed as a chairman of the
UPSC or of the State Public Service Commission.

Removal:
A Chairman and members of the UPSC, can be removed from the
office only by an order of the President, on the ground of misbehavior,
proved by the Supreme Court. All these provisions have been made to
make the Commission an independent and impartial body.
Functions:
Art. 320 of the Indian Constitution enumerate the functions of the
UPSC.
1.

To conduct examinations for appointment to the central services
and All India Services.

2.

To assist two or more states, on request for joint recruitment for any
services.

3.

To advise the Government on matters relating to the methods of
recruitment, promotions, transfers, disciplinary actions and inter
service matters.

4.

To present annual report regarding its working to the President.

5.

To exercise such additional functions as provided by an act of
Parliament.

6.

To serve all or any needs of the State Government on request by the
Governor and with the approval of the President.
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Karnataka Public Service Commission (KPSC)

The Constitution of India provides for the establishment of a Public
Service Commission for each state or two or more states jointly.
Accordingly, the Karnataka Public Service Commission was set up
consisting of a Chairman and such other members to be determined by
the Governor of the state from time to time. At least half of the members
of the Commission should have administrative experience with a minimum
of 10 years service of the state. The remaining members must be men
representing varied interest of the community. At present there is a
Chairman and nine members.
Appointment:
The Chairman and the members of the KPSC are appointed by the
Governor, on the recommendations of the state cabinet.
Term:
The Chairman and the members of the KPSC are appointed for a
period of six years or till they attain the age of 62 years whichever is
earlier. The members of the KPSC are not eligible for reappointment to
hold office in the KPSC after retirement.
Removal:
The Chairman and other members of the State Commission can be
removed under the same circumstances as applicable to the Chairman
and members of the UPSC.
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Functions:
1.

To conduct competitive examinations for the recruitment of candidates
to State Services.

2.

To conduct departmental examinations.

3.

To prepare rules of recruitment, promotion and transfer of civil
servants from one service to another.

4.

To advise the state government on all matters relating to problems of
civil service in the state.

5.

To submit annual report regarding its working to the state Governor.
SUGESTED ACTIVITES

1.

Field visit to KPSC

2.

Prepare organization chart of central and state Secretariat

3.

Make a note on the role of Cabinet Secretary

4.

Prepare a list of officers of secretariat in an ascending order

5.

List out the role and functions of Deputy Commissioner
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

What is the meaning of Administration?

2.

What is the root word of the term Administration?

3.

Who is the head of the State Administration?

4.

Who is the head of the District Administration?

5.

Expand CAT.

6.

Expand KAT.

7.

Expand UPSC.

8.

Expand KPSC.

9.

Expand JPSC.

10. Expand IAS.
11. Expand IPS.
12. Expand KAS.
13. What is the age of retirement of the Chairman of UPSC?
14. Who appoints the Chairman and members of UPSC?
15. Who appoints the Chairman and members of KPSC?
16. What is the age of retirement of the chairman of KPSC?
17. Give an example of state services.
18. Which Article provides for All India Services?
19. Give an example of All India Services.
20. Where is Lal Bahadur Shastri Academy of Administration?
21. Where is the Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel Police Academy?
22. Give an example of Central Services.
23. What is District administration?
24. What is the Tenure of office of a member of UPSC?
25. How many members are there in UPSC?
26. What is the tenure of office of a member of KPSC?
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TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What is ment by Civil Service.

2.

Give any two examples of central services.

3.

Mention any two features of civil services.

4.

What is political neutrality?

5.

Name two functions of UPSC.

6.

Name two functions of KPSC.

7.

What is hierarchy in civil service?

8.

What is Anonymity in civil service?

9.

Mention any two functions of the Chief Secretary.

10. What is the procedure for the removal of members of UPSC.
11.

Mention any two functions of Deputy Commissioner.

12. Name any two government departments.
13. What is a department?
14. What is a wing?
15. What is All India Services?
16. What are the qualifications to be the member of UPSC?
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Discuss the features of Civil Service.

2.

Write a note on All India Services.

3.

Write a note on Central Services.

4.

Write a note on State Services.

5.

Explain the role of Cabinet Secretary in the Central Government.

6.

Write a note on Central Secretariat.

7.

Explain the structure of State Administration.

8.

Write a note on Chief Secretary.

9.

What are the five functions of Deputy Commissioner?

10. Write a short note on central Administrative Tribunal.
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11. Write a short note on Karnataka Administrative Tribunal.
12. Write the composition of the UPSC.
13. Write a note on the composition of the KPSC.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Explain the meaning and features of Civil Services in India.

2.

Discuss the Central Administration.

3.

Explain All India, Central and State Services.

4.

Discuss the State Administration.

5.

What are the functions of Deputy Commissioner?

6.

Explain the Composition, Powers and Functions of UPSC.

7.

Explain the Composition, Powers and Functions of KPSC.
*****
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UNIT - 4
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND THEIR POLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS
4.1 Dalit Movement
4.2 Backward Classes Movement
4.3 Feminist Movement
4.4 Labour Movement
4.5 Peasant Movement
4.6 Human Rights Movement
4.7 Environment Movement
“Unite the workers of the world; you are going to lose shackles of the
slavery, but nothing else”.
- Karl Marx
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To know the meaning of different social movements with reference
to India

2.

To understand the details of different movements

3.

To understand the significance of Women’s Reservation

4.

To suggest measures to overcome the sufferings that have lead to
different movement

5.

To appreciate the outcome of social movements in the betterment of
different sections of society.

Social movements have been taking place since 6th century BC,
Buddha, Basavanna, Kanakadasa, Jyothiba Pule, Periyar, M.K.Gandhi,
and B.R.Ambedkar contributed to fight against caste based discrimination.
They adopted major steps to remove such caste and gender based
discrimination.
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Gautham Buddha

Basaveshwara

Kanakadasa

Democratic principles helped Baba Saheb Ambedkar to organise,
and educate the depressed and oppressed classes like SCs, STs, and
OBCs. By giving a call, 'Educate, Agitate, Organize', have faith in yourself,
he tried to inculcate necessary strength to fight aganist injustice. India
being a multi religious country, groups like Dalits, Backward classes,
Peasants, Labourers, Feminist, Human Rights activists and
Environmentalists are continuing agitation by a meaningful and
democratic way.
Rights of the people are well secured by the Constitution of India.
Though it provides a golden remedy for the problems of the nation, a
suitable machinery is required to implement them in proper way. Hence
different groups are fighting except fight for their demands through
differenet movements.
4.1 Dalit Movement
Dalits are those who are economically, socially, educationally,
culturally exploited. They include Untouchables or Panchamas. The
movement is an offshoot of the inhuman incessant exploitation. The
Varnashrama Dharma was based on the designated work categorized
into the Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra. Over a period of
time this was transformed into rigid and complex system. This created
cleavages, distinctions and divisions in Hindu society. This also led to
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the creation of a class called Panchamas at the lowest rung. They were
subject to socio-economic, political oppression and suppression. This
strata of society was recognised as Dalits which includes – Adi Karnataka,
Adi Dravida, Adi Andhra, Adi Jambhava, Adi Mahar and the like. Birth
became the criteria to identify one’s caste. Over centuries, they were not
even allowed to appear in front of caste Hindus. Even after, utilizing the
services of Dalits and exploiting to the core they were not allowing them
to use public utilities like wells, ponds, temples etc.

Dalit Movement

Looking at the prevailing inhuman situation, many philosophers,
reformers struggled hard to create awareness to eradicate the evils
plugging Indian society. Gopalaswamy Iyer, Kudmal Rangarao, Ram
Manohar Lohia, Baba Ampte, Kanshi Ram, Prof.B.Krishnappa and many
more have dedicated their lives to the cause. These great humans laid
the firm foundation for Dalit emancipation.
Causes
1.

Social injustice:
As per the law of nature, all men are born equally. But in practice,
equal treatment and equal opportunities were denied. Exploitation
in society was widespread. To get this legitimate rights and
opportunities, they rebelled under the leadership of many reformers
which took the form of movement against the injustice.
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Symbol of discrimination

2.

Economic inequality:
Dalits worked in the lands of caste Hindus and were responsible for
the wealth of feudalist upper castes. In spite of it, they were treated
inhumanly and were not given proper share. Hence their position
was pathetic. Added to this, they were victims of exploitation,
attrocity, harrasment and other heinous acts. This was exploded in
the form of agitation.

3.

Discrimination:
Discrimination was rampant in all walks of life. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar
himself was the victim of such discrimination. When Dalits were not
allowed to enter into the temple, he was dared to make entry in to
Kalaram temple of Nasik against all opposition with his fellow beings.
He publicly used the waters of Mahad tank. With this he started
democratic struggle against discrimination to attain social equality.
This became a stepping stone for Dalit Movement.

4.

Lack of awareness:
Dalits were deprived of educational facilities which lead to lack of
awareness. Hence, exploitation attrocities mounted up. To create
awareness, Dr. Ambedkar started a paper 'Mooka Naika' and to get
relieved of such situation, movements like Bahishkrith Hitakarini
Sabha (1924), Dalit Panther Movement (1972), Dalit Sangarsh
Samithi (1974) and many more were cropped up.
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Political backwardness:
Basically Dalits were away from political participation, decision
making process due to denial of opportunities. Social boycott,
exploitation, subordination were responsible to political
backwardness. To come out of these barriers, Dalits were forced to
organise agitations and protests which finally converted into
movements.

Political implications
Dalit movement is named as Dalit Aandolan in Karnataka, Asprushya
(untounchable) Aandolan in Maharastra, Adi Dravida Aandolan in
Tamilnadu, Pulaya Aandolan in Kerala, Adi Dharma Andolan in Punjab,
and Namasudra Aandolan in West Bengal.
As a result of Dalit Movements, In post independence period several
measures were taken to improve the position of Dalits. Constitution of
India provided many provisions for the upliftment of Dalits and bring
them to the mainstream. Many rights have been incorporated to empower
Dalits.
1.

Constitutional provisions:
i)

Equality before law (Art. 14)

ii)

Prohibition of discrimination on the basis of castes etc., {Art.15(1)
& (2)}

iii)

Special provisions for the advancement of any socially and
educationally backward classes of citizens or SCs and STs
{Art.15(4)}

iv)

Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment and
right to reservation in appointment and promotion. (Art.16)

v)

Abolition of untouchability. (Art.17)

vi)

The state shall strive to promote welfare of the people minimize
inequalities in income and eliminate inequalities in status,
facilities and opportunities. (Art.38)

vii) The state shall direct its policy towards securing right to
adequate means of livelihood. {Art.39(a)}
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viii) Promotion of educational and economic interests of SCs and
STs and protecting them social injustice and all forms of
exploitation. (Art.46)
ix)

Reservation of seats for
SCs and STs local self
governments.{Art.243D and 243T}

x)

Reservation of seats Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.(Art.330
and 332).

2.

Legislative provisions:

I.

The Protection of Civil Rights Act of 1955:
Previously it was called “The Untouchability Offences Act”. In 1976
it was amended as Civil Rights Act. It declares denial of admission
to any person to any public institutions, worshipping or prayers in
any place of public worship, insulting a member of SCs and STs on
the ground of untouchability, preaching untouchability directly or
indirectly, justifying untouchability on historical, philosophical or
religious grounds or on the grounds of traditional caste system is an
offence.

3.

SCs and STs (Prevention of) Attrocities Act of 1989:
The attrocities on Dalits are liable for penalties under Sec.21 of the
Act which reads as legal aid to the victims of attrocities, economic
and social rehabilitation of victims, appointing officers to initiate
action. For the speedy disposal of cases, Special Courts are set up
and public prosecutors are appointed to go into the details. Hence
this Act is popularly called as Dalit Act.

4.

Machinaries for the protection of Dalit Rights:
The affected Dalits can seek the remedy from the Judiciary, National
Human Rights Commission and State Human Rights Commission.
Dalit women whose rights are denied can also approach the National
and the State level Women Commission. Apart from these, there
are two other Constitutional Bodies – The National Commission for
Scheduled Caste and The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
which have powers to safeguard the rights of Dalits.
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4.2 Backward Class Movement
There were ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’, privileged and underprivileged,
developed and backward communities in each and every society. During
ancient times in India, there were oppressed and suppressed and exploited
people. Based on Varna system, the society was divided into different
strata and named as Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra. When
the Manusmrithi was implemented in 185 BC by Pushyamithra Shrunga,
the first three categories enjoyed the benefits of educational, occupational
and financial facilities to the core and Shudras were denied of these
facilities. Further Shudras are divided into touchables and untouchables.
The farmers are today’s Backward Community and the latter are Dalits.
Backward Classes are those communities who are economically,
socially, educationally backward.
These exploited, suppressed and
oppressed classes are called Backward communities in which Dalaits are
not included. Kuruba, Bestha, Nayinda, Madiwala, Kumbara, Devadasi,
Kammara, Tigala, Ediga are a few examples.

To gain equal status and privileges in the society, efforts are made
by leaders like Jyothiba Phule in 1838, he started ‘Akshara Kranthi’ for
the Shudra community especially for the women along with his wife
Savithriba Phule. He demanded for school, hostel facilities for students
of backward communities. It spread to other parts of the country. Narayan
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Guru of Kerala, Periyar Ramaswamy Naikar of Tamil Nadu, Sayyaji Rao
Gaikwad, the Maharaja of Gwalior, Nalwadi Krishsnaraja Wodeyar, the
Maharaja of Mysore, Saahu Maharaj of Kolhapur fought for the upliftment
of these classes. These movements influenced Dr.Ambedkar to include
provisions in the Constitution of India for the upliftment of Backward
Classes.
Causes
1.

Social discrimination:
These communities faced social discrimination like superior and
inferior throughout the years. They were not allowed to come to the
main stream. Hence they started agitation to get the facilities and
their due share in post independence period.

2.

Economic exploitation:
Exploitation leads to economic inequality among the Backward
Classes. Many of these communities were Below Poverty Line (BPL)
and were poverty stricken. To get these facilities, they united together
and started agitation .

3.

Educational backwardness:
Upper castes monopolised the field of education and denied access
to these communities. As education is fundamental for self
development, these communities rose against the upper castes and
organised agitation.

4.

Denial of political representation:
A few communities dominated political field and other backward
classes were totally neglected. During 1920, the agitation started in
Mysore Province by Backward Classes to get political participation
to Non-Brahmins led by Sri Kantharaje Urs.

5.

Unification:
It is difficult to achieve anything without unity and integrity. Hence
Backward Classes who are more than 350 in number were
unorganised and scattered. To unite them and to fight for their
cause, movements started.
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Political Implications:
The causes mentioned above, paved the way for Backward Classes
Movement in India. Sayyaji Rao Gaikwad of Gwalior was the first one to
introduce reservation to Backward Classes. Nalwadi Krishsnaraja
Wodeyar, the Maharaja of Mysore formed a Commission headed by Leslie
Miller in 1918 to go in to the details of Backward Classes and find solutions.
In addition to it, his Majesty appointed Sri Kantharaje Urs who belonged
to the Backward Class as the Diwan of Mysore Samsthan who
implemented the recommendations of the Commission and provided 50%
reservation to those classes. Sri Venkata Krishnaiah popularly known as
Thataiah of Mysore and Sri Kongadiyappa of Doddabalapur has started
educational institutions for the sake of Backward Community.
Constitutional provisions:
i)

The Constitution of India provides reservation in public employment
in favour of any Backward Classes under Art.16 (4).

ii)

According to Art.340 the President of India is authorized to appoint
National Backward Classes Commission.

iii)

To provide loan and financial assistance to the people of other castes
who are Below Poverty Line, National Backward Classes Finance
and Development Corporation is formed.

iv)

All the States of the Indian Union can form State Backward Classes
Commissions and Development Corporations. In Karnataka Devaraj
Urs Development Corporation is functioning.

v)

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) receives complaints
against the violation of rights and discrimination against women,
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and other Backward Classes.

Other provisions:
i)

The Government of India appointed Backward Classes Commission
headed by Kaka Kalelkar in 1953.

ii)

The Union Government appointed one more Commission headed by
Sri B.P. Mandal in 1979. It submitted its report in 1980 and came
into effect on 7 th August 1990. It identified 3743 Castes and
Communities as Backward which formed 52% of the total population.
Some of the recommendations of the Commission are –
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a)

The Other Backward Classes (OBCs) have to be provided 27%
reservation in employment. It encompasses the services that
come under the jurisdiction of both Central and State
governments including technical and professional institutions.

b)

If the OBCs are selected in open competition, they should not
be brought under 27% reservation and have to be treated as
general. This also applies to promotion.

c)

In case of backlog, it should be preserved for three years.

d)

The maximum age limit should be enhanced for appointment
like that of SCs and STs.

Dr. Naganagowda Committee (1960), L.G. Haavnur Committee (1972),
Venkataswamy Commission (1989), Chinnappa Reddy Commission
(1999), have done commendable job in this direction.

4.3 Feminist movement
Indian women played an prominent role in Indian society since times
immemorial. They enjoyed distinct position in Indian family. She was
considered as an equal partner of life. Less than 1% of women enjoy
facilities in the field of education, freedom, equality, property right and
social status. The remaining are deprived of the above facilities. Her
activities are restricted to home making and the allied work which is
unproductive.
In India during the Renaissance, Sri Raja Ram Mohan Ray tried to
eradicate the social evils like- inequality, attrocities, mental agony, trauma,
physical harrasment, exploitation, child marriage, polyandry, sati system
etc. Lateron, this movement led by Eshwar Chandra Vidya Sagar of Bengal
resulted in the framing of law regarding widow remarriage in 1856. The
contribution of Kudmal Ranga Rao, Chandavarkar of Karnataka and
Veereshalingam Panthulu of Andrapradesh, Jyothiba Phule, Savithriba
Phule, R.G. Bhandarkar and D.K. Karve of Maharashtra are noteworthy
in this regard. D.K. Karve married a widow and established ‘Hindu Widows
Home’ in Poona in 1899. Savithriba Phule was the first teacher who had
given education to suppressed women before independence was the
remarkable contribution.
“Feminist movement is an argument for social equality of men and
women as against the patriarchism and Sexualism.
– John J Masinis
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“Feminist Movement in totality is against the global exploitation of
women and the subordination of women to men”
– Collins Dictionary

Jyothiba phule with Savithriba phule
-a move towards women education

CAUSES:
1.

Inequality:
It is evident that Indian Society is male dominated and preference is
given to the male members. Though men and women are born equally
and Constitution also upheld the equality between the two, women
are deprived of education, employment, decision making and property
rights because of male domination. This has enraged and led to
agitation.

2.

The evils of dowry:
The evils of dowry have drawn parents to become debtors, the girls
to brothels and uneven ratio through female foticide and infanticide.
As a result of this uneven ratio of men and women in society which
leads to rape and other heinous crimes.
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Denial of human rights:
The attrocities on women have denied the human rights and other
rights like right to life, liberty, freedom of expression and others.
Their existence and survival depends upon the mercy of the male
members. Decision making is the birth right of men in matters of
education, marriage, property rights and family issues.

4.

Social strata based on gender:
Men have not spared any of the fields including cultural, social,
religious, political and exercise their monopoly and continue their
attrocities on women. They are treated as slaves and bonded
labourers. This has made the women to organize themselves and
start agitation.

5.

Sexual abuse and molestation:
Irrespective of the age, time and place, these heinous crimes are
taking place. To regain the right to decide about children or to get
aborted without the interference of husbands or politicians through
governmental policies, women are uniting together and fighting for
justice

6.

Domestic violence:
Women shoulder the entire household responsibilities like raring
and caring of children, domestic work and the related tasks. The
cohabitants of the family become the victims of domestic violence
because of irresponsible, illiterate and drunkard husbands who lack
discretion. This may take the form of physical, mental, sexual
harassment and finally it may take women’s’ life has toll. To avoid
such violence, woman organizations are established.

Political implications:
Feminist movement tries to overcome women exploitation and
attrocities. Added to this, Government of India has taken measures for
the empowerment of women by providing constitutional facilities.
1.

Constitutional opportunities:
Art. 14, 15, 15(3), 16, 34(A) .39(B), and 42 provides for the removal
of inequality and discrimination based on gender.
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Legislative measures:
•

Rape (IPC Sec. 376)

•

Kidnapping and using women for the illegal purpose(IPC Sec.
363-373)

•

Torture for dowry (IPC Sec. 498-A),

•

Special laws:
♦

Family Court Act 1954

♦

Special Marriage Act 1954

♦

Hindu Marriage Act 1955

♦

The Dowry Prohibition Act 1961.

♦

Protection of Women against Domestic Violence Act 2005

♦

Abolition of Child Marriage Act 2006

Special privileges for women:
National Women Commission was established in 1992 with a view
to analyse the legal programmes and to go into the details of the
constitutional provisions and make necessary recommendation to
government for further improvements in that regard.

4.

Reservation in local bodies:
Through 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment, 33% of seats are
reserved for women in Local Self Government.

5.

National Action plan for girl child:
To provide safe, bright and strong future for girls, this programme
was implemented.

6.

National policy on the women empowerment:
Department of Women and Child Welfare under the secretariat of
Human Resource Development framed a national policy for the
empowerment of women some of the programmes and plans termed
by government of India for women are:
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i.

Employment Assurance Scheme 1993

ii.

National Social Assistance Programme 1995

iii.

Swarna Jayanthi Shahari Rojgar Yojna 1997

iv.

Jawahar Gram Samrudhi Yojna 1999

v.

Swarna Jayanthi Gram Swaraj Yojna 1999

vi.

Indira Avas Yojna 1999

The Government of Karnataka has also empowered women through
the following measures.
i.

Udyogini Yojna

ii.

Mahila Tarabeti Yojna

iii.

Rehabilitation Programme of Devadasis

iv.

Step Yojna (Support Training and Employment Programme for
Women)

v.

Stree Shakthi Yojna

vi.

Santhvana Yojna

vii. Amrutha Yojna
viii. Bhagyalakshmi Yojna
4.4 Labour Movement
Labourers are those workers who invest their physical labour either
on agriculture or industry. The wages they get for their work is their
livelihood. But in most of the cases they are not getting the minimum
wages and they work under mysterious conditions which many a times
take their lives as toll. For want of congenial working conditions and
adequate wages, they unite together and go for agitation
Causes
1.

Interest of Labourers:
Generally industrialists concentrate on their profit rather than
workers and their welfare. Labourers are exploited by way of giving
lesser wages, not declaring bonus, extended hours of work, denial
of medical facilities, dismissal from service and the like. To overcome
such situations, the affected labourers organize and voiceforth their
grievances through agitation which leads to labour movements.
During 1920 All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) was organized
and got legal recognition by the British Government.

Unit - 4 : Social Movements And Their Political Implementations

2.

83

Negligence towards employees:
The matters concerning to labourers were decided unilaterally by
the Apex Body of the company. Naturally the interests of labourers
were neglected. As a result, hostile relationship was the order of
the day. To have a share in the decision making process of the Apex
Body, to protect the interests of labourers and to enhance their
status, they started uniting together.

3.

To get facilities:
As the labourers are engaged in monotonous physical strain, they
need to have a break in between. To get proper facilities for both
male and female workers as per their requirements like potable water,
cafeteria, toilet facilities, rest rooms, creaches, medical facilities etc.,
movements have started.

4.

Welfare programs:
The fate of the companies depends upon the welfare and well being
of the workers. To get the social security measures like - Bonus,
Allowances, Loans, Insurance, Free Quarters, Transport and
Education facilities, Workmen Compensation, Pension, Family
Pension etc., they came together to form organizations that
paved the way for labour movement.

5.

Plight of workers of unorganized sectors:
Anganawadi workers, agricultural labourers, workers on daily wages
are exploited to the core as they are still fighting for their rights.
This led to agitations and movements.

Political implications:
To meet the demands of work and to provide welfare programmes,
the Government have taken measures. They are:
1.

Constitutional measures:
Part IV of the Indian Constitution which deals with the Directive
Principles of State Policy directs State Governments to adopt socialist
measures like – equal pay for equal work for both men and women,
to provide leave facilities for pregnant women for both pre natal and
post natal care. The Concurrent List empowers the Governments to
legislate on the workers welfare.
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2.

Government of India have made legislation on personal Labour
Laws as follows:The Labour Laws of 1970 have fixed the wages of workers appointed
on contract basis. Workmen Compensation Act of 1923, Salary
Payment Act of 1936, Weekly Holiday Act of 1942, Minimum Wages
Act of 1948, Employees State Insurance Act of 1948, Employees
Provident Fund Act of 1952, Bonus Act of 1965.

Some prominent labour organisations:
1.

All India Trade Union Congress(AITUC):
With the belief in socialistic pattern of society, it started in 1920. It
was working as a Labour Union and came under the grip of
Communists after independence. It aims at nationalization of
industries, protection of labour rights, labour welfare etc.

2.

Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC):
Because of ideological differences, some congress men came out of
AITUC and started INTUC in May 1947, with the support of Congress
party on non-violent philosophy.

3.

Bharateeya Mazdur Sangh(BMS):
Founded by Dattopanth Thengdi for upholding the patriotic spirit
among the Labour population during 1955 on the birth day of Sri
Bal Gangadhar Tilak. It is not affiliated to any International Trade
Union Confederation. An estimated 5860 labour unions affiliated to
BMS and it is one of the largest central Trade Union of India according
to the statistics of Ministry of labour in 2002.

4.

Center for Trade Union( CITU):
Communist leaders like –S.A Dange and E.M.S. Namboodaripad
took the stand to oppose the imperialist attitude. In 1964, Marxists
started CITU because of the differences raised out of leftists and
rightists in AITUC. West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura are the Strong
belt of Marxists.

5.

Other major organizations: Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS), Hind
Mazdoor Panchayath (HMP), United Trade Union Congress (UTUC)
and other organization are struggling hard to protect the interests
of labourers.
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Totally Labour Movements are trying to improve the welfare and
standard of living of workers. The success of these movements is seen
through Government Programmes. As Karl Marx said, “Unite the workers
of the world, you are going to lose shackles of the slavery, but nothing
else”.
The celebration of May Day throughout the world on 1st of May
every year proves the significance of labour force and the movement.
4.5 Peasant Movement:
India is a country of villages and farmers are its back bone. They
depend upon monsoon for agriculture which is their livelihood. When
monsoons fail, they find it difficult to meet the demands of both family
and profession. To come out of this, they go for loans. In addition to it,
interest, unscientific land acquisition, improper price for their produce,
inadequate supply of electricity, the problem of mediators and the like
intensify peasant’s plight. Feudal attitude of landlords and the
exploitation like bonded labour have led to protests and agitations.

Prof Nanjunda Swamy a Champion of Raith Movement

Choudary Charan Singh, Former Prime Minister of India, Sri Sharad
Joshi, leader of Shethkari Movement in Maharashtra, Mahindra Singh
Tikayat, leader of Bharatiya Kisaan Union(BKU) in Uttar Pradesh,
Narayanaswamy Naidu of Tamil Nadu Prof. M.D. Nanjundaswamy, N.D.
Sundaresh, A. Somalingaiah, Shesha Reddy of Karnataka Raajya Raitha
Sangha(KRRS) in Karnataka have fought for the cause of Peasants.
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Causes:
1.

Feeling of deprivation:
Peasants are deprived of the facilities when compared to organized
sectors like industry. They face problems like shortage of quality
seeds, fertilizers and pesticides, lack of adequate price and support
price, waiving of loans, subsidies for agricultural implements,
insurance for crops and the like. The demand for these have made
farmers to unite together to agitate.

2.

Negligence of farmers problem:
The British Government neglected the problem of agriculture sector
and peasants. At the same time, the Bengal Government banned
the Blue crop and acquired farmers’ lands. In addition to this, they
imposed heavy taxes and enhanced the prices. All these caused for
Kheda Movement.

3.

Unbearable debts:
Peasants raise loans from Banks and Financial Institutions but they
are not in a position to repay it for reasons like market fluctuation,
the tactics of brokers etc,. This intensifies the burden of debts and
interests. All these force them to commit suicide. This adversely
affects the family. Incidents like this creates horror among others
and leads to protests.

4.

Natural calamity:
Peasants depend more on monsoon which are usually irregular.
Hence it is popularly known as ‘Indian agriculture is playing gamble
with monsoons’. As a result, floods and famine, diseases to crops,
soil erosion leads to infertility of the soil. These situations force
them to become victims and they go for agitation.

5.

Unscientific Land acquisition:
In the wake of Urbanization and industrialization the governments
are acquiring cultivable lands of farmers. Many a times, proper
compensation is not given and they are not provided with alternate.
As a result they become landless and unemployed such measures
of government leads to movement.
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Support price:
Amidst innumerable problems, farmers do not get adequate price to
their produce. At that time the Government has to intervene and
announce support price to the farmers produce. When the
Government fails to do so, they intensify agitation.

Political implications
The Governments have taken measures to reduce the problems of
peasants by the following measures.
1.

2.

Agriculture loans:
i.

National Crop Insurance Programme (NCIP)

ii.

National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS)

iii.

Weather based Crop Insurance Scheme

iv.

Primary Land Development Bank(PLD)

National agriculture scheme:
For the agricultural improvements, National Development Council
(NDC) has made enormous arrangements in 2007 and National
Agriculture Scheme was implemented with a view to enhance 4% in
agriculture production. The main objective of this plan is to determine
agriculture policy of all the states and provide essential facilities.

3.

Waiving of debt:
When farmers are not able to get the yield to their expectations,
they cannot clear the debts. To uplift the farmers from debts, the
Governments have taken necessary measures to waive the debts of
farmers. This has reduced the suicide and death rate of farmers.

4.

Establishment of Peasant Liason Centre:
To protect farmers from low quality seeds, fertilizers and protect crops
from diseases, Peasant Liason Centres are opened to provide
necessary implements and information related, at Hobli level.

5.

Veterinary services:
Government is providing veterinary services to the livestock which
also supports agriculture. Through encouraging dairying and
saavayava krishi (organic agriculture) which are allied sectors.
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Land Reforms Act:
National Land Reforms Act was implemented in Karnataka in 1974
when Sri Devaraj Urs was the Chief Minister of Karnataka. Land
Reforms Act of 2013 provides more compensation to land owners,
rehabilitation and settlement facilities, retaining the ownership of
land with farmers, no forceful acquisition of agricultural land till the
final settlement. Providing the same quantum of land elsewhere in
case of SCs and STs.

4.6 Human Rights movements
Human Rights are those rights which are inherent to the human
beings is entitled to enjoy without distinction of race, colour, religion,
language, gender, birth place, social, economic, political and other status.
The rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the individual
guaranteed under the Constitution or embodied in the International
Covenants and enforceable by Courts.

But violations of human rights in many of the countries have led to
International Organizations to take measures to protect them at global
level. Hence Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was accepted
on 10th December 1948 by the U N through its Resolution. The basic
purpose behind this is general interest. The practice of natural rights
encompasses political, economic, social justice, freedom of speech,
equality, respect to all , right against exploitation, right against gender
based inequality, religious faith without interference.
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“Respect for Human rights personality and its absolute worth
regardless of colour, race, sex, are the very foundation of Human Rights”.
-Justice Nagendra Singh
“Human Right are in own nature and without which we cannot live
as Human Being”.
-Justice M.N. Venkatachalaih
The violation of Human Rights is multifarious. They are
1.

To protect civil liberty:
All men are born equally and they have the liberty to shape their
lives. Constitution of India guaranteed these rights in the part III to
citizens. But in actual practice dalits, women and children are being
suppressed and exploited. To avoid such attrocities, human rights
activists are struggling hard to create awareness.

2.

To remove slavery:
Slavery is constitutionally banned but is active in many parts of the
country. Instances like child labour, bonded labour, etc., are seen
frequently. Hence agitations become inevitable.

3.

To protect family life:
Every citizen has the right to family life. Due to modernisation
youths are heading towards inter-caste and inter religious marriages.
Elders of family to maintain family respect and values go even to the
extent of Maryada hatye. Dowry harassment many a times ends up
in either suicide or murder.

4.

To protect the right of Dalits:
Injustice, attrocities, social ostracism, mada-made snana, dalits are
forced to carry night soil by upper castes. This is a clear violation of
human rights.

5.

Reject to file cases:
Though the aggrieved persons approach the authorities to file the
case, it is not filed due to the interference of some politicians of
dominant castes. Most of the time, the authorities do not respond
positively and do not provide medical aid which is urgently required.
Hence such cases do not come to limelight.
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Political implications:
1.

National Human Rights Commission: (NHRC)
The Commission came into existence on 8th January 1994 consisting
of a Chairman who is a retired or sitting Chief Justice of India
along with the members. The Commission has to prepare a list of
human rights and get the approval by the government, whenever
violation is done. Systematic inquiries are to be conducted and
transparency should be maintained with the help of judiciary. The
Commission has to enact new laws whenever the existing laws do
not cater to the needs of the inquiry. While doing so, it has to
respect the prevailing international laws, contracts and resolutions.

2.

State Human Rights Commission
As per the Human Rights Act of India, each State is authorized to
establish a State Human Rights Commission consisting of a
Chairman who is a retired or sitting Supreme Court Judge or Chief
Justice of High Court along with members. As per the direction of
the Act, the Commission was set up in Karnataka in 2005 in the
same model to that of national level.

3.

Child rights:
Violation of Human Rights particularly on child rights are seen
everywhere. The Deputy Commissioner is authorized to look into
the details of exploitation on children. Measures are to be taken to
register the complaints through Child Help Line in matters relating
to child labour, child abuse, encouraging begging and others.

4.

Creating awareness:
Speedy disposal of the grievances, registered in the commission at
the different levels prove that people are definitely aware of the
movements and its achievements.
Human Right Movements have gone a long way in providing peaceful
and happy life by creating awareness and remedies for the
grievances.
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4.7 Environment Movement
There exists a close relation between mankind and environment
since a long time. As humans are a part of environment, they need to
keep it clean and safe. It becomes inevitable to lead healthy life without
such environment. But human beings are exploiting the resources of
nature according to their whims and fancies, environment degradation
has started.
Environment is the sum total of all biotic and abiotic (living and
non- living) factors and conditions that surround and potentially influence
organisms without becoming their constituent part. It includes climate,
atmosphere, air, water, light, temperature, fire, soil and the like. The
incessant exploitation of natural resources and bio diversity has led to
environment movement.
Causes:
1.

To protect the environmental degradation:
The Government of India has taken measures for economic
development including industrial and technological development.
This has led to industrialization, urbanization and their adverse
effects like loss of cultivable land, and on the fertility of the soil.

2.

To protect bio diversity:
Deforestation for fuel and construction purposes has left the wild
life and birds to become orphan. Hence, Chipco, Appico and save
Western Ghats Movements started.

3.

Environment education and consciousness:
Living amidst environment, formal education in schools, colleges
and non-governmental organizations have created awareness and
consciousness among human beings. Programmes, rallies and
Jathas have gone a long way in this direction.

4.

To curb environment decay:
The greediness of the people to excavate and exploit resources have
resulted in Soil erosion, drying up of rivers and reservoirs, pollution
of air, water and sound etc,. To maintain equilibrium and to
pressurize the people in power to take measures, these movements
emerged.
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Political implications:
Matters related to environment protections are inserted through 42nd
constitutional amendment (1976) in Part IV of the Constitution the
Directive Principles of State Policy. The Government of India established
the National Committee for Environmental Planning under the
Department of Science and Technology. By 1985, it became full-fledged
and named as Environment and Forest Secretariat like1.

Ganga water cleaning plan: Sri M C Mehta, environmentalist filed
an affidavit in Supreme Court with regard to cleaning of the ganga
water. The Hon’ble court directed the Union Government to frame a
plan. The expert committee recommended the following measures
I.

Establishing a processing unit to clean the drainage water near
the river basin.

II.

To stop throwing dead bodies to the river and suggested to
construct 28 crematoriums.

III.

Protection and maintenance of Taj mahal.

2.

The members of Krishnan Maharajan Committee - Sri S.K. Ghosh
and R. C. Trivedi conducted a study on the factors responsible for
the pollution in and around Taj mahal, one of the wonders of the
world. It submitted its report in 1996 to Central Government stating
that suitable measures are to be taken to protect the monument of
love to the future generation.

3.

Legislation: The Government of india have made legislation on the
following
i.

Wild Life Protection Act – 1972

ii.

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1974

iii.

Protection of Forest Act of 1980

iv.

Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1981

v.

Environmental Maintenance Act of 1986

vi.

Bio Diversity Act of 2002

vii. Foresh (Conservation) Act 1980
States of Indian union have also taken measures to legislate on
environmental protection based on the guidelines of the Central
Government . The Government of Karnataka have opened Regional Offices
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in Bangalore , Davangere, Mangalore, Raichur, Hassan, Dharwad,
Belgaum, Gulbarga, Bidar and Tumkur to protect the environment
effectively. Added to this three Divisional Offices have also been started
in Dharwad, Mangalore and Gulbarga. Measures are also taken to punish
those who violate the law.
Some movements:
1.

Chipco: one of the prominent movements in which trees are protected
in a non- violent method by hugging them. Chandi Prasad Bhat a
social activist initiated this to protect trees from being cut for
commercial purposes. Owing to the call, rural women and contractors
protested in a large scale. The women went to the extent of taking a
jatha in hilly area for 75 kms from Uttarkashi to Kasauli to create
awareness. The movement was supported by Sunder Lal Bahuguna,
Ghanshyam, Shatoori, Hindu Tikekar, Dhumsingh Negi and others.

2.

Appico: Inspired by the Movement in North, ‘Appico’ started in
Malnad area of Karnataka. People of Sirsi, Siddapura of Uttara
Kannada District united together to protest against the contractors
who were permitted from the State Government to cut the trees in
forest. They hugged the trees while being cut. The message is that,
they are ready to sacrifice their lives for the sake of trees.

3.

Narmada Bachao Andolan: Farmers, tribal’s and local people along
with environmentalists of non-governmental organization protested
against the Sardar Sarovar project across Narmada river in Gujarat.
Baba Ampte and Medhapatkar gave a new impetus to the movement.
The states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharastra discussed
the issue and failed to come to a conclusion. Finally the Central
Government intervened and suggested to settle the issue through
Water Dispute Tribunals.

4.

Western Ghat Movement: The move started against the
Kuduremukh iron ore project in 1970. In Kuduremukh 15 lakhs
acres of land was acquired for mining without providing proper
rehabilitation to 4000 affected families. Mining also affected the
residents who settled on the river banks of Tunga and Bhadra.
Alerted by this environmentalist of Shimoga, Kalasa and Shringeri
started Cycle Jathas with placard save Tunga Moola and ban mining.
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5.

Achievement of Saalu Marada Thimmakka: Thimmakka and Bikkalu
Chikkaiah couple of Hulikal village of Magadi Taluk, Ramnagara
District were childless. To overcome this, they started planting
Banyan saplings in road side between Kudur and Hulikal. They
reared, cared and guarded them with their meagre earning with
sheer love and affection. The Government of Karnataka has taken
the responsibility of these 248 trees. The great achievement of Saalu
Marada Thimakka is recognised and honoured by awarding
Rajyothsava and National Award. A seminar paper was presented in
the UN on her contribution to environment. To create awareness
among people, ‘World Environment Day’ is celebrated on 5th June
every year.

Saalu Marada Thimmakka with her Sibblings

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1.

Watch TV serials and feature films based on mass movements

2.

Enact like a mass leader

3.

List out the Constitutional Provisions related to Dalits

4.

Collect Mandal Commission Report

5.

File a Public Interest Litigation problem in your locality
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

Who lead the mass in the entry of Kalaram temple?

2.

How many Varnas prevailed in Vedic period?

3.

Who started the news paper ‘Mooka Naika’?

4.

When was Manusmrithi implemented?

5.

Name the concept emphasized by Jyotiba Phule.

6.

What is social discrimination

7.

What is economic exploitation?

8.

When the Mandal Commission Report was came into effect?

9.

Name the person who struggled to eradicate the Sati System.

10. When was the Widow Remarriage Act implemented?
11. When was the National Women’s Commission established?
12. Savithriba Phule belongs to which state?
13. When was the Domestic Violence Act enforced?
14. Expand AITUC.
15. Expand INTUC.
16. Expand CITU.
17. Expand UTUC.
18. Expand HMP.
19. Expand HMS.
20. Which day is celebrated as ‘Labours’ Day?
21. Which is the basic profession of Farmers?
22. Expand BKU.
23. Expand NCIP.
24. Expand NAIS.
25. Expand PLD.
26. Expand NDC.
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27. Expand KRRS.
28. Expand UDHR.
29. Expand NHRC.
30. When was the Human Rights Commission established in
Karnataka?
31. When was the National Human Rights Commission established?
32. Name the head who protect the human rights in district.
33. Who is a architect of CHIPCO Movement?
34. Who is a architect of APPICO Movement?
35. Where was APPICO movement started ?
36. Who is a main leader of Narmada Bachavo Andolan?
37. Who filed an Affidavit in the Supreme Court for Ganga- water
cleaning?
38. When was the Bio-Diversity Act came into effect?
39. Which is the native district of Saalumarada Thimmakka ?
40. Who started the Western Ghat Movement?
41. Which day is celebrated as the ‘World Environment Day’?
II.

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Who started the Dalita Sangarsh Samiti in Karnataka and
when?

2.

Who are Dalits?

3.

What is the speciality of Dalit Act?

4.

What is the popular slogan of Ambedkar?

5.

Name the Varnas that prevailed in the ancient period.

6.

Name the persons who fought for the upliftment of Backward
Classes.

7.

When and where was the Backward Class Agitation started in
Karnataka?
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8.

When did the Hindu Widow’s Home established and where ?

9.

Mention any two articles which eradicate the gender based
inequality.

10. Name any two Acts which relates to Women Protection.
11. Name the two important Communist leaders of India.
12. Write the meaning of labourers.
13. Write any two Labour Acts.
14

Name any two leaders of Karnataka Raitha Sangha Movement.

15. What are the two important reasons for Kheda Movement?
16. What is the meaning of Human Rights?
17. What is ‘Maryada Hatye’?
18. Name any two Acts which relates to the Protection of
Environment.
19. What is environment?
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What are the causes for Dalit Movement?

2.

What are the causes for Backward Class Movement?

3.

What are the causes for Feminist Movement?

4.

What are the causes for Labour Movement?

5.

Discuss the political implications of Labour Movement.

6.

What are the main causes for Peasants Movement?

7.

Discuss about unscientific land acquisition.

8.

What are the causes for Human Rights Movement?

9.

What are the causes for Environment Movement?

10. What are the political implications for Environment Movement.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Explain the causes and political implications for Dalit Movement.

2.

What are the causes and political implications for Backward
Class Movement?
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3.

Describe the causes and political implications for Feminist
Movement.

4.

Explain the causes and political implications for Labour
Movement.

5.

Describe the causes and political implications for Peasant
Movement.

6.

Explain the causes and political implications for Human Rights
Movement.

7.

Discuss the causes and political implications for Environment
Movement.
*****
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UNIT-5
NATION-BUILDING AND CHALLENGES TO INDIAN
DEMOCRACY
5.1 Nation Building
5.2 Challenges to Indian Democracy
5.2.1

Inequality

5.2.2

Illiteracy

5.2.3

Communalism

5.2.4

Terrorism

5.2.5

Corruption

“I want all people to be Indians first, Indian last and nothing else
but Indians.”
-Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To explain the meaning of Nation Building and understand the
obstacles and remedies for the same

2.

To know different dimensions of caste and gender inequality and
constitutional provisions to remove it

3.

To know about illiteracy as an impediment to Democracy and
Compulsory Education as a remedy

4.

To know and analyse Communalism – as a comminatiion to Indian
Democracy, Secularism National Integrity and Harmony as remedy

5.

To understand Terrorism – as a threat to Democracy - Legislative
Measures and the rationale behind it.

6.

To understand corruption and legislative measures to prevent it

5.1 Nation Building- Components, Hindrances and Responses
The process of Nation Building started with the attainment of
independence. The leaders of modern India initiated the process in the
right direction as they worked out the details in an orderly and systematic
way. However during implementation, they had to face numerous
problems associated with national reconstruction resulting in a slow
process.
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The process of nation building is an offshoot of concept of nation
states. The idea of nation states emerged after signing the treaty of West
Phalia (1648) by Western countries. The people of the common religious
and traditional background, living in a definite territory with like
mindedness, we-feeling and enjoying political independence form the
nation. Common language, culture and history, aspirations help the
people to form nationality.

Nation-Building is the process of uniting people with a sense of
nationalism. It aims at building of national power and national institutions,
achieving socio-economic, educational and scientific development,
national reconstruction and all-round development.
“Nation building is a wide ranging process to build a viable cohesive,
well organized and widely acceptable society.”
-Myron Weiner
“Nation-building is an omnibus process and it includes: StateBuilding, people-building, democracy-building, citizen-building, economybuilding, social-building and government building”.
-K.K. Ghai
It refers to the process whereby the state becomes a true nationstate, its people become a well-organized, united and cohesive group and
the society becomes democratic and developed. It also involves the process
of making the political system autonomous and legitimate to meet the
demands and aspirations of the people and overcome threats, crises and
all other challenges. Thus nation-building is the transformation of a
country into a great society or a powerful nation.
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Components:
1.

Community Support
To realize the process of nation-building, collective support and
endeavour of the people are essential. The quality of the people
reflects the quality of a nation. Discipline, work culture and patriotic
feeling also contribute for nation building. In a democracy, people
are the king-makers. Hence, they are expected to elect competent
and honest representatives. They formulate the sound public opinion
on important national issues .As J.S. Mill said, “Eternal vigilance is
the price of democracy”.

2.

Good Governance
Good Governance ensures accountability, transparency, efficiency,
responsibility and responsiveness. In addition, the use of technology
has given rise to e-Governance. India is one of the leading countries
in the world in the adoption of the system of e-governance.

3.

Committed Leadership
History depicts many examples of committed leadership eg. The US
President F.D. Roosevelt solved the crisis of Economic depression by
adopting the New Deal Policy and US became a super power at global
level after the II World War. In India Nehru’s leadership largely
contributed to the process of nation building. He formulated goals
for nation-building and introduced planning system, adopted
industrialization policy and socialistic pattern of society. He had vision
and farsightedness for the transformation of India. Hence Nehru is
called the Architect of modern India.

4.

Political Culture
Political Culture constitutes a set of values, attitudes and behavior
towards a political system. It requires an ideal political behavior to
national reconstruction. Leaders have to embody the principles of
national interest, public service, probity and statesmanship.

5.

Power Sharing
To realize the goal, political power needs to be shared among all
sections of society. The concentration of Political power in the hands
of a few people and some families, leads to the emergence of
authoritarianism and dictatorship. As H.J. Laski rightly puts it,
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‘A decision which affects all must be decided by all’. To attain this
reservation is provided to the SCs, STs and women at different levels
of government. It ensures social justice which is the foundation of
socio-economic democracy.
6.

Universal Education
For the development of a nation, universal education is of paramount
importance. It enables the person to understand his potentiality
and strengthens dignity. As Gandhi, said, ‘Education is the light of
life’. It encourages people to develop the spirit of inquiry, the ability
to analyze the national problems and to work for national progress.
Education also equips the people to shun fanaticism, parochialism,
communalism, casteism and religious fundamentalism. The Right
To Education Act 2009 implemented in 2010 is a step in this direction.

7.

National Character

Nationalism and patriotism are the foundation to build national
character. Each country has its distinct national character which
denotes one’s nativity -‘Conservative’ of UK, ‘Land of liberty’ of US,
‘Ethnicity’ of Africa, ‘Aboriginal’ of Australia, ‘Cultural Diversity’ of
India. Love and respect for country and national symbols such as
national flag, national anthem and national monuments are the
prerequisites. One has to acquire knowledge about the history of
his motherland and its contributions to human civilizations. Realizing
the significance of national character, the makers of the Indian
Constitution have asserted the supremacy of popular sovereignty in
the preamble reading with expression, “We the people of India”.

Unit - 5 : Nation-Building And Challenges To Indian Democracy

8.

103

Mass Media
Mass media is regarded as the fourth estate in Democracy as it plays
a vital role in the nation building. It highlights the omissions and
commissions of the government and acts as a bridge between the
government and the public. It is an effective instrument of political
socialization, modernization and development. In India the ‘Freedom
of Expression’ is a fundamental right under Art. 19 of the
Constitution.

9.

Responsible Intelligentia
The contribution of intellectuals is recognized all over the world.
Research and Innovations in important areas of human life have
contributed to the national development. In India the development
in the field of social sciences, M.N. Srinivas, Amartya Sen, S. Shettar,
Gail Omvedt, Kancha Ilaya, Vandana Shiva, S.N. Balagangadara,
Ashish Nandy, Rajiv Malhotra and others. In Science and technology
Sir.M.Vishveshwaraiah, Sir C.V. Raman, Dr. Raja Ramanna, Dr.
M.G.K. Menon, Dr. C.N.R. Rao, Dr. U.R. Rao, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
and others have greatly contributed for India’s present position at
the Global level.

10. National Integration:
It is the process of uniting the people emotionally, psychologically
and politically. Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, Vinoba bhave, Lal
Bahadhur Shatri, J.B. Kriplani, Acharya Narendra Dev played a key
role in the national integration. November 19th is being observed as
National Integration day, the birthday of Smt. Indira Gandhi.
Hindrances
1.

Poverty
Large sections of our societies live in the villages and their major
occupation is Agriculture. They rely upon monsoon which is quite
irregular. Hence, the output is very low. As a result more than 1/
5th of the total population is living below poverty line. Poverty denies
access to good health, sanitation facilities and basic infrastructure
necessary for personality development.
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Population Explosion
Census Reports of 2011 prove that India is overpopulated (1.2 billion).
Though a resource, it is not properly utilized to strengthen the nation.
Population explosion has led to unemployment, shelter shortage of
food and other basic amenities.

3.

Regional Imbalance
All the regions of our country are not evenly developed. This leads
to separatist tendencies that curbs national development. Eg.
Marathawada and Vidharbha in Maharastra, Telangana region in
Andhra Pradesh, Korapat, and Kalahandi region in Odisa, North
Eastern Region and Gorkha hill areas.

4.

Social and Political Disturbances
In India social and political disturbances have become common in
recent years causing tension. Assam, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal
and Kerala have become communally sensitive states. Likewise, caste
conflicts, terrorism, the Centre-State and Inter-State disputes have
affected nation’s march towards development.

5.

Political Crisis
The coalition politics and the emergence of too many political parties,
regional and sectarian feelings have created political crisis on many
occasions. The vested interests have prevented the parliament and
state legislatures to enact necessary laws for the development of
nation. Money power and muscle power have led to the growth of
leaders without principles and it has become a gainful employment.

Remedies
1.

Political Stability
The government elected by the people has to continue for the full
term so as to adopt and implement the policies for development.
Frequent changes in government result in slow development and
political uncertainty. In order to maintain political stability, the
Constitution Review Commission headed by Justice M.N.
Venkatachalaiah suggested the adoption of constructive vote of noconfidence system in 2002.
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Selection of Priorities:
The government has to choose the areas of priority necessary for
nation building. These priorities are to be decided on the basis of
the needs of the people. Infrastructure, education, transport,
employment, agriculture, industries and health services may be
accorded priorities for national development.

3.

Effective implementation of plans
Since April 2012, Twelfth Five year plan is under progress. To fill
the gap of the previous plans, it is aimed at channelizing the sources
and implementing effectively.

4.

Mixed Economy
Public and private partnership not only strengthens the economy
but also contributes for its sustenance. The contribution of the private
enterprises has been phenomenal in the economic front. E.g. Tata’s,
Birla’s, Wipro, Infosys and others have not only generated
employment but also contributed for economic progress.

5.

Implementation of Directive Principles of State Policy
Part IV of the Indian Constitution emphasizes the establishment of
socio-economic democracy through the adoption of revolutionary
policies. Concentration of wealth in a few hands is an obstacle for
the development of SCs, STs and Backward Classes to implement
the ideals of egalitarian type of society. Hence implementation of
Directive Principles of State Policy is necessary at this juncture.

6.

Role of Civil Society
In India Civil Society organizations are playing an important role in
nation building. They are fighting against political and administrative
corruption, Red Tapism, political apathy and anti-people policies.
These activities need to be strengthened to hasten the process of
national development. Movements like India Against Corruption,
Association for Democratic Reforms, Election Watch and other NGOs
are playing constructive role in this direction.
Nation building is a long and challenging process. It requires
charismatic and dynamic political leadership, competent civil
services, active participation of the people and vigilant media.
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5.2. Challenges to Indian Democracy
Democracy in India has seen many ups and downs. Such as - Political
awareness, efficient functioning of the Election Commission, effective role
of civil society organizations and vigilant media have largely contributed
for the sustenance of India’s democracy. Indians have proved that
democracy can work effectively in a diversified country with challenges
like inequality, illiteracy, communalism, terrorism and corruption.
5.2.1. Inequality
Inequality means denying opportunities and privileges to some
classes, making discrimination on the basis of caste, religion gender,
birthplace etc.,
Since times immemorial inequality is playing a major role in Indian
society. Indian Democracy is facing many challenges in respect of
inequality in caste and gender. The Government of India has been taking
innumerable steps to eliminate inequality.
CASTE BASED INEQUALITY:
Discriminating people on the grounds of caste is - caste based
inequality. From the ancient period, Caste based inequality prevailed in
Hindu Society. The Hindu society was divided into four varnas and the
contents of Manu Smriti were followed. In modern society inequality is
based on the available privileges for upper and lower caste, which also
contributed to social inequality.
Causes:
a)

Varnashrama System:
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Since ancient period Varna system is prevalent. It is based on their
profession as Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vysya and the Shudras. Gradually
it was converted in to caste based discrimination by the law of Manu.
Later on inequality prevailed in Hindu society.
b)

Social Distance:
Due to lack of mobility among different caste, the culture, traditions,
folkways, mores, food habits, social relations and so on are not known
and practiced. Hence, it is called ‘closed society’. It leads to strong
caste bias among them.

c)

Illiteracy and conservatism:
Illiteracy and ignorance among people make them conservative; it
motivates them to narrow mindedness and superstition. They believe
in old customs and traditions. Such people are very orthodox in
their nature. They oppose strongly to any change in society and
consider their own caste as superior, others as inferior.

d)

Sense of Prestige:
The strong desire of the people belonging to a particular caste
enhances the prestige of their own, to get benefits and privileges
from the society. Other castes which are neglected and unprivileged
will suffer from social status.

f)

Marriage Restrictions:
In this closed society, only endogamous marriages are accepted.
Elders do not honour marriages fixed outside the sub-sect. In such
a situation strong caste feeling develops and leads to inequality.

Caste based inequality as a slur to democracy:
Caste system has endangered the national integration by dividing
society. It also affects the feeling of fraternity by segregating the society
intolerance prevails widening the gulf between the rich and the poor.
Economic inequality and intolerance also prevails. As a result the basic
human rights are badly affected and leads to total backwardness in
democracy. Caste system has created social hierarchy into upper, lower
and depressed castes, etc in the society. Caste consciousness leads to
divisive society, sectarianism and caste-conflicts. Caste discrimination
promotes group identities and destroys social harmony. Caste system
has led to the identity politics. It plays a decisive role to capture political
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power. Political parties select candidates for elections mostly on caste
basis. Economic power of dominant caste leads to political and social
dominance. It leads to inequality.
Reservation and its Justification as Response:
As a result of caste based inequality the worst hit are the Schedule
Castes, Schedule Tribes and the other Backward Classes. In order to
bring them to the mainstream, the makers of the Indian Constitution
included certain provisions in parts III, IV and XVI of the Constitution.
Art. 15, 16, 17 and 46 contain revolutionary provisions for the creation of
socialistic pattern of society or altruism society. The aim of reservation
policy is the establishment of egalitarian society.
The National Commission for SC’s and ST’s are empowered to
exchange their socio-economic status through different provisions. The
provision is made for the identification of other Backward Classes both
by the Central and State Governments. They are empowered to appoint
Backward Classes Commission.
1.

Education:
Art. 15, clauses (4) & (5) of the Constitution provides reservation of
seats to SCs, STs and Backward Classes in educational institutions.
Even the private aided and unaided institutions must also reserve
certain seats to the students belonging to these groups as per the
86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 15 percent of seats for SCs and
3% percent for STs are reserved. Right to education has also provided
reservation to these communities.

2.

Employment:
Art. 16, clause (4) of the Constitution provides equal opportunities
to all in public services. Art.335 claims reservation for SCs and STs
in Public Service both in Central and State Governments. At present
the reservation for jobs in Central and State Governments to SCs
and STs Stand at 15% and 3% respectively.
The Mandal Commission report recommended 27 percent job
reservation for other backward classes (OBC) in 1980. It was
implemented in 1990.
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Lok Sabha and Legislative Assembly:
Art. 330 and 332 of the Indian Constitution provides reservation to
SCs and STs both in Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assembly
respectively.

4.

Local Bodies:
Art. 243D, of the Indian constitution seats are reserved for SCs and
STs in every Panchayath in proportion to their population. Under
the same Article the offices of the chairpersons in the Panchayath
Raj Institutions are reserved for these groups as per the law made
by State Governments. For Backward Classes also seats may be
reserved by the State government in any panchayath or offices of
chairpersons. Art. 243T provides for reservation of seats for these
groups in urban local governments.

5.

Abolition of untouchability:
Art.17 of the constitution of India provided for abolition of
untouchability. The SCs and STs (Prevention of atrocities) Act was
enacted by parliament in 1989. It is also known as the ‘Dalit Act’. It
came into force from 30th January 1990. It specifies the atrocities
which are liable for severe penalties. Under section 21 of the act, the
State governments are required to take effective measures for its
implementation.

GENDER BASED INEQUALITY:
Discrimination is made on the basis of men and women, denying
equal opportunities to the fairer sex are called gender based inequality.
It is the result of gender bias in favour of male throughout the ages. The
prevalence of gender based inequality in – family, economic, cultural,
educational and political fields are seen.
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A move against gender inequality

Causes:
a)

Manu Smrithi :
Earlier the Hindu society followed ‘Manu smrithi’ which asserted
that women should always be under the guardianship of men at
different stages of her life. He wanted her to be within the walls,
restraining her from the happenings of society.

b)

Male domination:
The society is based on physical strength of man where he dominates
on female. He does not want that female should take over his
responsibility and authority at home as well as in the society.

c)

Denial of education:
Male domination is reflected in the field of education too. Denying
education for girl from many centuries made her incapable in many
fields. Men occupied major jobs and secured well and dominating
position in the entire society.

d)

Dowry system:
The practice of dowry system contributes for inequality of gender.
The boy is treated as an asset and the girl is a burden. This attitude
also intensifies the discrimination between men and women.
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Inadequate representation:
Women constitute 50% of the total population. Female are
inadequately represented in the field of politics and economics. Even
though women are as capable as men, they are not allowed in this
respective field. Women have little or no opportunities in participating
in public life.

Gender based Inequality: As a slur to democracy
Denial of the right to equality and dignified life to women is against
the basic principles of democracy. When she is not provided education
on par with men it leads under representation and participation in
democracy. Women become the victim of exploitation by men; it does not
facilitate the equal opportunities.
Reservation for women as response:
The constitution of India has specifically stated that reservation is to
be provided for women in education, employment and representative
bodies.
a)

Education:
Educational empowerment of women is required to remove gender
based inequality. ‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyana’ was introduced by the
Indian Government in 2001 for universalization of elementary
education. Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme provides for
reservation of 75% for girls from SC/ST/OBC and minority
communities. Remaining 25% of reservation goes to girls coming
from poor families. Kittur Rani Channamma Residential Schools are
started in Karnataka.
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Karnataka government has adopted some schemes to encourage girls
in the field of education like fee concession up to degree level,
provision for scholarship, free supply of bicycles.
b)

Employment:
By reserving certain jobs, women will be economically empowered
to lead an independent and dignified life. In state services, 33 percent
of jobs are reserved for women. In banking field, some banks are
fully managed by women. Recently, the Central Government opened
‘Mahila Banks’ in different cities across India. Women have proved
their capability as teachers, scientists, industrialists, pilots, political
leaders and social reformers.
Some famous personalities of India are Savithri Bai Phule, Sarojini
Naidu, Vijayalakshmi Pandit, Mother Theresa, Indira Gandhi, V.S.
Ramadevi, Shakunthala Devi, Gangu Bai Hanogal, Kalpana Chawla,
Quarathul Ain Hydar, Mahadevi Varma and others. They cannot be
described as weaker sex. Time is ripe for gender equality and respect
for women.

c)

Representative Bodies:
The 73rd and 74th Constitutional amendments are landmarks in the
political empowerment of women at the grass root level of democracy.
Art. 243 D provides 1/3 rd reservation of seats for women in
panchayath bodies. Further, out of total reserved seats 1/3rd of seats
are reserved for SC/ST women. 1/3rd of the total number of offices of
chairpersons in the panchayats may also be reserved for women as
per law made by the State legislatures. Similar policy of political
reservation is followed in urban governments under Art. 243 T. Many
state governments including Karnataka have increased the
reservation of seats to 50 percent in local governments.
The vested interests have been delaying the enactment of Women’s
reservation bill providing for 33 percent of reservation in Lok-Sabha
and State Assemblies.

Constitutional Provisions:
To remove inequality on the basis of gender, the Constitution of
India has made the provisions as under:
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1.

Prohibition of state discrimination based on sex (Article 15),

2.

Equality of opportunity in public service (Article 16),

3.

Right against exploitation (Articles 23 & 24),

4.

Equal pay for equal work [Article 39 (d)],

5.

Protection of the dignity of women [Article 51A(e)].

6.

Voting right (Article 236).
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The Central and State governments have appointed Women
Commission to safeguard their interests. The National Commission for
Women was set up in January 1992. India has also signed the UN
Convention on Elimination of Discrimination against women on 30th July
1980 and ratified it on 9th July 1993.
5.2.2 Illiteracy
For a successful democracy educated and enlightened citizens are
necessary. Compulsory education and universal education are promoted
not only in India but everywhere in the world where they want to operate
democratic polity.
Illiteracy means inability of a person to read and write in any
language. Amartya Sen described illiteracy as one of ‘un freedoms’.
According to the Census Report of 2001, ‘a person who can read and
write with understanding in any language may be called a literate person
and a person who can only read but cannot write is not a literate person’.
Hence, illiteracy is a curse on human development.
Causes:
1)

Population Explosion
India is the second most populous country in the World. It consists
of 17.5% of World’s total population. The population of Karnataka
has increased to 6.11 crores. Hence, it has become a challenging
task for the government to provide literacy.
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Population explosion

2)

Poverty:
Due to poverty majority of children suffer from malnutrition and
Anemia. Parents from poor and low income families find it difficult
to send children to schools.

3)

Social backwardness
Hierarchical caste system, inferiority complex among people,
ignorance about importance of education, taboos have prevented
large number of people from getting literacy.
Further, large
percentage of girls, particularly in the rural areas has been denied
access to primary education due to customs, traditions and practice
of gender inequality.

4)

Child Labour

File photo child labour
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Prevalence of child labour due to poor socio-economic conditions is
seen all over India. According to National Crime Record Bureau
Report, there were 2 crores child labourers, across the country in
2011. They are working in hotels, small scale industries, carpetweaving, and fireworks etc. all these hinder them from getting
education.
5)

Poor Infrastructure
Most of the schools across the country have no proper buildings,
required number of qualified teachers and study materials. The school
environment is not conducive for learning and teaching. There is
lack of adequate transport facilities for school children particularly
in the rural areas.

ILLITERACY AS AN IMPEDIMENT TO DEMOCRACY
Illiteracy is both a curse and an impediment to democracy. Illiterates
are easily exploited and abused by politicians and vested interests to
realize their goals. The successful working of democracy depends upon
political awareness which can be acquired through education.
Table 1 the percentage of literacy in 1951 and 2011.
Census Year

Persons

Male

Female

1951

18.33

27.16

08.86

2011

74.04

82.74

65.46

2011 census report records the literacy rate in Kerala 94 %, Karnataka
75.36% and Bihar 61.80%.
1.

Lack of Political Awareness
Illiteracy would contribute for political apathy. Illiterate masses due
to their ignorance and indifferences do not take part in political
process. They are not able to understand the importance of vote.
They do not understand the ideologies of political parties, their
manifestos, and the performance of ruling party, election rules and
process.

2.

Low Percentage of Votes
Since first general election the percentage of polling has not crossed
60%. This is due to illiteracy and lack of political awareness. Political
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legitimacy cannot be achieved to a full extent by low percentage of
polling.
3.

Money and Muscle Power
The nexus between politicians and businessmen is noticeable. The
politicians are tactful enough to get votes from the poor people
through dubious means who are illiterate. Through rigging, and
booth capturing and threatening the voters using muscle power have
led to criminalization of politics.

4.

Politics of Populism:
The voters in India are attracted by politics of populism. Illiteracy
and poverty, force them to depend upon the facilities of the
government. They fail to understand that the populist programmes
bring them into mainstream of the society. Indulgence in politics of
populism makes the people to depend on the government for
everything without becoming creative individuals. This becomes an
impediment to national development.

5.

Emergence of Dictatorship:
When people are not politically conscious, show apathy to vote, an
ambitious leader transforms democracy into dictatorship.

Compulsory Education as Response
National Education Policy (NEP) was adopted in 1986. It was modified
in 1992 and named as New Education Policy. National Curriculum Frame
work 2005 (NCF) was introduced.
86TH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT:
Article 45 envisages states to provide free and compulsory education.
It was not implemented properly. Hence, through 86th constitutional
amendment it is made compulsory.
The parliament of India passed the 86th constitutional amendment
act in 2002. Accordingly 21A is inserted in the constitution which aimed
at making right to education a fundamental right for children between 6
to 14 years of age.
Its main provisions are,
(i)

‘Compulsory education’ means obligation of the government to provide
free elementary education and ensure compulsory admission and
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attendance and completion of education to every child in the age
group of 6 to 14.
(ii)

It is a compulsory duty of parents and guardians to send the children
to schools.

(iii) The schools must have minimum facilities such as adequate
pupil-teacher ratio, trained teachers, infrastructure and playgrounds.
(iv) The Central government and State governments bear the expenditure
on the basis of agreed formula (in 2013 it was in the ratio of 65:35).
(v)

The school management committee or the local authority should
identify the dropouts or out of school children and admit them in
classes appropriate to their age. Before admission they have to be
given special training.

As per Section 12(1) C of the RTE Act, private aided and non-minority
unaided schools must reserve 25 per cent of seats for children belonging
to Backward Classes and disadvantaged groups in neighborhood areas.
(7.5 percent seats are for children belonging to SC community, 1.5 percent
for ST category and 16 per cent for other backward groups).
5.2.3 Communalism
A democratic and secular political system of India is threatened
by communalism. It is operated prior to independent at different level.
Communalism is an ideology of the followers of one particular religion
considers the followers of other religion as inferior. Particular religion is
witnessed as a homogenous and distinct group, disrespecting other
religions.
“It is a theory or system of government in which communes or local
communities on the basis of ethnic or religious basis have autonomy
within a federated State.”
- (Webster’s New World Dictionary)
“The concept of communalism is based on the belief that religious
distinction is the most important and fundamental distinction and it
overrides all other distinctions.”
- Bipan Chandra

118

II PUC - Political Science

It is said that exploitation of religious and cultural distinctions for
narrow political ends and exclusive interests of a particular community
may be called communalism.
Causes:
(1)

Policy of the British India:
The discriminatory policies of the East India Company regarding
divide and rule, destroyed the unity between Hindus and Muslims.
It was manifested in the Sepoy Mutiny (1857). During the period
of Viceroy Lord Curzon, Bengal was divided (1905) on the basis of
religion. Communal electorate for Muslims was introduced during
the period of Lord Minto. All these intensified the causes of
communalism.

(2)

Hindu-Muslim Nationalism:
Communal organizations were formed by separatists. In 1906 Muslim
League and Hind Mahasabha came into existence. Mohammad Ali
Jinnah who was called as “Muslim Gokhale” of India was brainwashed
by the Britishers. He became the champion of two-nation theory
based on religion. Extremists of the Indian National Congress began
to assert their demands. These developments created suspicion and
distrust between Hindus and Muslims before independence.

3)

Communal Riots:
Large-scale communal riots took place in India after independence.
Religious minorities both in India and Pakistan were exploited the
situation and attracted and torcher each other. Later Communal
riots occurred in Bhagalpur, Meerut, Kanpur, Lucknow, Ayodhya,
Ahmadabad, and Mumbai and in many other places. The demolition
of Babri Masjid at Ayodhya by mob on 6th December 1992 largely
contributed for the animosity between Hindus and Muslims. And
the successive events intensified the mistress between communities.

4)

Politically manipulated:
In India many issues are politically manipulated by leaders for their
selfish gain. This leads to hatred among communities.

(5)

Communality in organization:
Different communities in India established their own organizations
based on communality to support particular political parties for their
interest.
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Communalism as a Threat to Indian Democracy
1.

Threat to National Integrity: Hostility among various religious
groups is a serious threat to national unity and integrity in India.
Partition of the sub-continent on religious differences in1947 has
adversely affected social harmony in India. This is continued among
both religious communities and leads to communalism in democratic
government.

2.

Threat to Nationalism and Patriotism: Communalism leads to
various forms of religious fundamentalism and orthodoxism.
Religious fundamentalists exploit their community people breeds
bigotry and religious identity. In such a social environment, national
and patriotic feelings are marginalized and even forgotten. Therefore
communalism endangers nationalism and patriotism.

3.

Impediment to National Development: Lack of national outlook,
secular attitude and holistic approach sometimes leads to their selfish
ends of few religious leaders. Through their provocative speeches
and writings create communal disturbances which naturally affect
the national developmental programmers.

4.

Weak Political Leadership: Political parties and leadership have
failed to arrest and contain communalism in India. Communal politics
emerged by Political parties which influenced by caste and communal
considerations of voters and creates opportunities to indecisive and
weak political leadership.

5.

Threat to National Sovereignty: A nation which experiences chronic
internal conflicts and socio-religious divisions may become a weak
country. Gradually it may lead to foreign invasion and threat to
sovereignty. “United we stand, disunited we fall” is the dictum to be
remembered by the people and political leaders of India. Otherwise
our national sovereignty may disappear.
Promotion of Secularism and National Integration as Remedy.

Secularism:
The Constitution-makers adopted secularism in order to create sense
of security and equality among different religious groups. The State also
follows a policy of neutrality in religious matters. Article 26 provides every
religious denomination or any section has the right to establish religious
institutions and manage their affairs.
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In December 2013, the Central Cabinet approved the “Prevention of
Communal Violence (Access to Justice and Reparations) Bill” to punish
the offenders who instigate and indulge in communal riots. It is yet to be
passed by parliament.
National Integration:
It is the process of uniting the people emotionally, psychologically
politically. India is a land of diversity. It is limited sense to call a nation
because it has various religion, languages, caste and culture etc. so for
the success of Indian democracy promotion of national integration is
necessary. To preserve and sustain national integration many provisions
have been adopted in the Constitution. Like National Integration Council,
Zonal Councils, National Security Council and armed forces play a greater
role in the protection of national integration.
Neighborhood Peace Committees:
The aftermath of Babri Masjid demolition and subsequent communal
riots and social tensions in different places and ineffective governmental
measures made to establish neighborhood Peace Committees with
eminent or prominent people as its members. These members must be
nominated from each community in riot-prone or communally sensitive
areas.
The main objectives are, Arresting and containing social tensions
which may flare up communal riots in the neighborhood areas, Taking
precautionary measures to prevent the eruption of communal clashes, In
the aftermath of conflicts restoring normalcy and pacifying affected people,
Establishing harmonious relationship between the communities and
Extending all possible help to affected people.
5.2.4 TERRORISM
Terrorism is an act of vengeance, which is intended to create fear
among the people, is perpetrated for an ideological goal and deliberately
targeted by disregarding the safety of non combatants. It is an evil ideology
which is embodiment of brutalism and in-humanism. The word ‘terrorism’
can be traced to the Latin word ‘Terrere’,
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“It is a method where by an organized group or party seeks to achieve
its avowed goals chiefly through the systematic use of violence”
- Encyclopedia of Social Science
“Terrorism may be defined as “pre-planned, well-organised act of
intimidation and illegal violence by the trained group of individuals to
realize a desired goal”.
- US State Department
Causes:
1)

Separatist Movements:
Since partition of the country communal forces are indulging in
separatist activities. Fundamentalists in Jammu and Kashmir (1947),
and Punjab (1980) started separatist movements on religious basis.
Organizations like Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF),
Indian Mujahidin (IM), Hurriyat Conference (HC) and other terrorist
groups are involving in separatist movements.

2)

Religious Fundamentalism:
Some religious fundamentalist organizations belonging to Muslims,
Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, have been supporting and helping the
terrorist activities for their long-term political gains. It leads to the
rise of religious militancy.

Terrorist attack on Hotel Taj
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Ethnic Problem in the North-East:
On the basis of ethnic and regional identity, many self interested
fundamentalists organized terrorist activities in Northeast region.
Eg, Mizo National Front (MNF) in Mizoram (1970-1980). United
Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) , National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (NSCN) and Kukis’ struggle for Kuki Homland in Manipur.

4)

Weak Political System:
Multi-party system which has led to the coalition in India has
weakened the system. Coalition partners belonging to various
ideologies and goals are not supporting firm decisions and strong
actions against terrorist activities.

5)

Economic deprivation:
The uneven economic development and the exploitation of the poor
by rich people has created a great gulf between the haves and have
not’s. Maoists, Nexalites, members of the people’s war groups have
adopted terrorist path in the name of economic inequality.

Terrorism as a Commination to Democracy
1)

Disruption of Governance:
Terrorist’s organizations are disrupting the democratic governance
in the nation. They are indulging in violent and insurgent activities
which have targeted the government, top political leaders, and officers
and thereby erode the legitimacy of the elected government.

2)

Disrespect for Constitution: Though the constitution is the
fundamental law of the nation, the terrorist groups and organizations
are violating its purview by engaging in terrorist activities. Sometimes
the Constitutional government succumbs to the threats and
pressures of terrorists where the government compromises with
terrorists’ demands. It is dangerous to the integrity and sovereignty
of the nation.

3)

Violation of Human Rights:
Terrorists have no respect for rule of law and democratic order. They
kill and injure innocent people by violating human rights. They
attack the leaders and their families, target the public places like
railway stations, airports, hotels, bus stations and kill innocent people
to attract the attention of the world towards their unlawful demands.
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Anti democratic activities:
Terrorists are always bent upon destabilizing the democratic processthreatening and kidnapping polling officials, voters and candidates,
booth capturing and rigging the electoral process. Due to terrorist
attacks several times periodical elections could not be conducted.
The anti-democratic activities create fear psychosis and insecurity
in the minds of public.

5)

Obstacle to Economic Growth:
The governments are compelled to spend huge amount of money for
the modernization and up gradation of military and police forces to
curb terrorism. It also destroys the economic development of the
nation by diverting the fund meant for social welfare. Threat of
terrorism affects tourism. The foreigners and native people feel
insecure. Thus, terrorisms is an obstacle to economic growth.

Legislative Measures as Justification
The government has been taking several legislative measure to curb
terrorism in the nation. For the first time, the Preventive Detention Act
was passed by Parliament in 1950. In 1971 Parliament enacted the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) to curb disruptive and
subversive activities. The National Security Act (NSA) was passed in 1980
which is still in force. With the basic intention of eliminating terrorism
the strong measures were taken in the form of Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities Prevention Act (TADA) in 1987 and Prevention Of Terrorism Act
(POTA)in 2001.
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA):
It was enacted with amendements in 2008 and replaced POTA.

•

The words ‘Terrorist Act’ are defined in Section 15 of the Act. “Any
act which threatens the unity, integrity, sovereignty of India or with
intent to strike terror in the people or any section of people in India
or in any foreign country

•

Those persons who have the intention of aiding, abetting or
committing a terrorist act shall be punishable with imprisonment
for 10 years and fine.
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•

Punishment for raising funds for terrorist acts is 5 years which may
extend to life imprisonment and liable to fine.

•

Prescribe punishment for recruitment of persons for terrorist act
and their training. The punishment is 5 years which may extend to
imprisonment for life and liable to fine.

•

Every offence punishable under this Act shall be deemed to be a
cognizable offence. If the investigation cannot be completed within
90 days, the Court may extend the detention period up to 180 days.

•

If there are sufficient grounds for detention of an accused person
under the Act, no bail is granted. Further, no bail shall be granted
to a foreigner who has entered the country illegally except in very
exceptional circumstances and for reasons to be recorded in writing.

•

The Central government has the power to freeze, seize or attach
funds or other financial assets or economic resources of the terrorist
groups.

Socio- Economic Measures:
Socio-economic development in the terrorist prone area would provide
a long lasting solution to the problem.
1.

Social acceptance: Measures have to be taken to bring the terrorist
back to the main stream of social life. They should not be made to
suffer the stigma of terrorism.

2.

Education: Lack of nation oriented and moral education at the young
age, youth are lured by terrorist adventurism. Providing proper
education would help them to realize that there are other rational
and human values to achieve their goals.

3.

Employment opportunities: Generation of employment at the ripe
age to everyone avoids the undemocratic and anti-national activities
By providing proper employment opportunities, youth can be
effectively prevented from embracing terrorism.

4.

Financial Assistance: More and more youths should be encouraged
to become self employed by financial assistance through the banks
and other non-banking financial institutions. Fundamentalist cannot
achieve success in capturing the employed youth to their selfish
motto.
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5.

Economic equality: Government has to initiate to formulate large
scale economic measure to eliminate extreme poverty and exploitation
and ensure economic equality.

6.

Rehabilitation: Government has to undertake measures to
immediately compensate the uprooted and evacuated people while
executing large scale national policies and programmes.

7.

Removal of regional disparity:
Not all parts of the nation are equally developed. Government should
take special measure and legislative actions to remove the regional
disparity. Many terrorists originate from the regionally imbalanced
and underdeveloped areas.

5.2.5 Corruption
Corruption is as old as human history. It has existed in human
society in one form or the other. Kautilya said just as it is impossible not
to taste the honey that finds itself at the top of the tongue’, so it is
impossible for a government official not to eat up at least a bit of King’s
revenue.” He identified about 40 forms of corruption. This legacy is
continued unabated after India’s independence. Corruption is plaguing
the Indian society and polity.
“As misuse of authority for the consideration of personal gains.”
- David H. Bayley
“Corruption is a behaviour which deviates from the formal duties of
a public role because of private regarding.”
- J.S. Nye

Move against corruption
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Corruption amounts to unofficial fees, commissions, gifts, bribes,
pay off, scam, kick-backs, speed money, hafta, greasing of palms.
Corruption is defined as the misuse of one’s position directly or indirectly
for personal benefit in the form of money or material gain.
Causes:
1.

Greediness
Thomas Hobbes viewed ‘man is selfish, acquisitive, aggressive, and
greedy.’ This encourages him to amass wealth whenever he gets an
opportunity. Therefore people fight and compete for power and
position. They make hay while the sun shines. In a land of
Harischandra, Buddha, Gandhi and Jayaprakash Narain, it is
unfortunate that most of the politicians and bureaucrats have
indulged in corrupt activities. For them ‘end justifies the means.’
Nepotism, favouritism and cronyism are pervasive phenomena in
India’s Public Administration. Conduct Rules adopted for All India
Services Central Services and Railway Services have not deterred
the officials from corrupt practices.

2.

Selfishness
As it is said Service to the people is Service to God has been ignored
by the people in power. They work for their benefit but not for the
society though service is there motto.

3.

Corrupt politicians
Though the election system is flawless, the process of implementation
is corrupted. Votes are being purchased and voters are driven to
polling booths in order to get votes in their favour.

4.

Lack of Morality
Parents and elders at home, teachers in class rooms have to impart
moral education. Because it is said that destiny of the country is
shaped in class rooms’. In case if it is not done, it leads to
deterioration of values which finally leads to corruption.
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Corruption as a menace to democracy
1)

Power Politics:
Today Nehru’s ‘goodness politics’ is replaced by power politics. Money
power, muscle power has become dominant. Politics has become a
gainful profession to make money and to get publicity. are some
examples of political corruption

2)

Criminalization of Politics
The prevalence of large-scale criminalization of politics has increased
illegal and illegitimate expenditure on elections. As this scenario is
rampant it has become menace to democracy.

3)

Demoralization of Bureaucracy
Corruption takes the form of favouritism, redtapism, nepotism.
Destabilization of governments due to illegal political operations and
administrative corruption by bureaucracy has become threat to
democracy.
.

4)

Violation of Social Justice
Accumulation of wealth through corruption concentrate in a few
people violates the principle socio-economic justice. Such people
enjoy luxurious life, hence majority suffer from poverty due to
deprivation. This creates socio-economic inequality and imbalance
which is against democratic values.

Anti-Corruption Acts (Prevention of Corruption Acts)
The Prevention of Corruption Act, 1947 and 1988 have enacted by
both union and state governments to curb corruption in public
administration. Through the adoption of institutional mechanism like
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in 1963 and Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) in 1964, investigates cases of misconduct by public
servants and other corporate bodies that comes under the purview of
union government.
Lokpal and Lokayukta
The first Administrative Reforms Commission headed by Mr. Morarjee
Desai recommended for Sweden based Ombudsmen type of institution.
Accordingly the center can have Lokpal and States can have Lokayukta.
Since then several attempts have been made to pass the bill but in vain.

128

II PUC - Political Science

Lokpal:
The movement ‘India Against Corruption’ was led by Anna Hazare in
2011. Demands from various Civil Society Organizations for Indian
Ombudsman compelled the Union government to introduce the Bill again
in 2012. Finally the bill became an Act on 1st January 2013.
Organisation:
The institution of Lokpal consists of 9 members including the
Chairman. Retired Chief Justice of India or sitting Supreme Court Judge
is eligible to head the Institution. Of the 8 members, 4 should be Judges
of either Supreme Court or High Courts. The remaining must possess
minimum 25 years of experience in Vigilance Commission. They must
be apolitical. Adequate representation must be given to SCs, STs, BCs,
Minorities and Women.
The panel consisting of Prime Minister, Speaker and Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Chief Justice of India and an eminent jurist.
Their tenure is 5 years. They can be removed by the President after the
enquiry conducted by the Supreme Court.
The jurisdiction of Lokpal covers employees of Union government
including the Prime Minister, Ministers, MPs and State legislators.
Powers and Functions:
1.

Lokpal has power to sanction prosecution against public servants.
To register cases against corrupt officials the permission of
government or departmental head is not necessary.

2.

All organizations receiving donations from foreign sources come under
the jurisdiction of Lokpal.

3.

Lokpal has the power of superintendence over any probe agency for
cases referred by it.

4.

Provision is included for confiscation and attachment of property
acquired by corrupt means.

5.

If the corruption charges are proved, the concerned officials have to
undergo 2 year jail term.

6.

The State governments have to appoint Lokayukta within one year
from commencement of the Lok Pal Act. They are free to make some
changes.
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Lokayukta
Though the institution of Lokayukta was introduced for the first
time in Odisha it was not able to implement. Maharashtra was the first
state to implement in1973 and Karnataka in 1984. It investigates the
allegation against officials like corruption, favouratism, nepotism, injustice
and other grievances. It does not include Judges, Speaker, Chairman,
Accountant General, Chairman and Members of State Public Service
Commission, Judges of Civil and criminal court. The Lokayukta receives
the petition from the public and conducts enquires. It has power to raid
on the houses and office of corrupt official.
Lokayukta in Karnataka
The government headed by Sri Ramakrishna Hegde adopted the
institution of Lokayukta in 1984. It comprises of retired Judge of the
Supreme Court or Chief Justice of the High Court is appointed as
Lokayukta and retired Judge of High Court is Upa Lokayukta. The
committee consisting of Chief Minister, Chief Justice of High Court,
Speaker of Assembly, Chairman of the Council and Leaders of Opposition
are consulted by the Governor regarding the appointment.
They are appointed for 5 years. They can be removed from the office
by the governer, on the charge of misbehavior or incapacity proved in the
state legislature by 2/3rd majority.
Y. Bhaskar Rao is the present Lokayukta and S.B. Majag and Subash
B. Adi are the Upa Lokayuktas in Karnataka.
Powers and functions
Matters which may be investigated by the Lok Ayukta 1. Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Lok Ayukta may investigate
any action which is taken by or with the general or specific approval of
a)

The Chief Minister
a minister
a member of the State legislature
the chairman, vice chairman or a member of an authorty, Board
or a committee etc.
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In any case where a complaint involving a grievance or an
allegation is made in respect of such action.
b)

Any other public servant holding a post or office carrying a
fixed salary more than Rs.20,000/- as may be revised from time
to time.

2. Lok Ayukta may investigate any action taken by the public servant if
it is referred by the state government.
3. In the process of investigation, the Lok Ayukta deals with the issue
of search warrant. For the said purpose, they have all the powers of a civil
court which trying a suit under CPC, 1908 in respect of summoning and
enforcing the attendance of any person and examining him on oath,
production of any document, received evidence of affidavits, getting any
public record or copy from any court office etc.
4. The Lok Ayukta after investigation shall make a declaration with
regard to the governer or chief minister of the state to the vacation of
office of the said official.
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1.

Suggest measures to improve the working of Democracy in India.

2.

Prepare a list of important points of 86th constitutional Amendment
Act

3.

Collect newspaper reports on RTE.

4.

Visit a Public Office in your place and observe the functions
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

What is Nation-state?

2.

What is Nationality?

3.

What is Nation Building?

4.

Which treaty initiated the process of a Nation-state?

5.

When did treaty of Westphalia sign the process of Nation-state?

6.

Which country is described as the land of ‘cultural diversity’?

7.

Which country is described as the land of ‘ethnicity’?

8.

Mention any one of the hindrances of Nation building.

9.

Write any one of the remedies of Nation building.

10. What is inequality?
11. What is caste based inequality?
12. State a cause for caste based inequality.
13. What is gender based inequality?
14. State a cause for gender based inequality.
15. What is illiteracy?
16. Write a definition of illiteracy.
17. Write the literacy percentage in Karnataka.
18. State a cause for illiteracy.
19. When was the 86th Constitution Amendment passed?
20. Which Article was added to the Constitution by 86th Constitution
Amendment?
21. Children of which age group have the Right to Education?
22. Expand RTE.
23. What is Communalism?
24. State a cause for Communalism.
25. What is the root word of the term Terrorism?
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26. What is Terrorism?
27. Mention any one cause for the rise of Terrorism in India.
28. Name any one of the Terrorist organizations.
29. Expand MISA
30. Expand NSA
31. Expand TADA.
32. Expand POTA.
33. Expand UAPA.
34. What is corruption?
35. Mention any one form of corruption.
36. When was the Prevention of Corruption Act passed?
37. By what name Anti corruption organization is known in
Sweden?
38. Who appoints Lokpal?
39. When did Lokpal institution come into existence?
40. What is the tenure of office of Lokpal?
41. Who appoints Lokayukta?
42. When did Lokayukta institution come into existence in
Karnataka?
43. What is the tenure of office of Lokayukta?
44. Who is the Lokayukta in Karnataka?
45. Who is the Upalokayukta in Karnataka?
II.

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What is the meaning of Nation-state?

2.

What is the meaning of Nation building?

3.

Write a definition of Nation building.

4.

What is good governance?

5.

What is inequality?

6.

What is caste based inequality?
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What is gender based inequality?

8.

What is the meaning of illiteracy?

9.

Why child labour is a cause for illiteracy?
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10. Write a definition of illiteracy.
11. What is compulsory education?
12. What is Communalism ?
13. What is National Integration ?
14. What is Neighbourhood peace committee ?
15. What is the meaning of Terrorism?
16. Write a definition of Terrorism.
17. How religious fundamentalism is a cause for terrorism?
18. Why terrorist boycott elections?
19. What do you mean by corruption?
20. Write a definition of corruption.
21. How lack of moral education leads to corruption?
22. What is Lokpal?
23. What is Lokayukta?
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Explain the various components of Nation building.

2.

Explain the major hindrances of Nation building.

3.

Why inequality is a slur to democracy?

4.

Explain the causes of caste based inequality.

5.

Describe the causes of gender based inequality.

6.

Explain the remedial measures to remove caste based inequality.

7.

Explain the remedial measures to remove gender based
inequality.

8.

Describe the causes of illiteracy.

9.

What are the constitutional provisions to eradicate illiteracy as
found in 86th Constitutional Amendment?
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10. How communalism is a threat to Indian democracy?
11. Explain the various remedies of communalism.
12. Examine the causes for the rise of terrorism in India.
13. How terrorism is a commination to democracy?
14. Explain the various provisions of UAPA passed in 2008.
15. Socio-economic development is a remedy to terrorism. Discuss.
16. Explain the meaning and definition of corruption.
17. Explain the causes of corruption.
18. Discuss corruption as a menace to democracy.
19. Explain the organization and functions of Lokpal.
20. Explain the organization and functions of Lokayukta.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Discuss the various components of Nation building.

2.

Discribe the hindrances and the remedial measures to eliminate
Nation building.

3.

How is inequality a slur to democracy Elucidate?

4.

How is illiteracy as an impediment to democracy? Explain its
remedies.

5.

Explain the causes and remedial measures to eradicate
communalism.

6.

How terrorism is posing a threat to democracy in India? Explain.

7.

Discuss the causes and the legislative measures to prevent
terrorism.

8.

Explain the various legislative measures to prevent corruption.
*****
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UNIT- 6
EMERGING TRENDS OF INDIAN POLITICS
6.1 Coalition Government and Politics
6.2 New Dimensions of Centre-State Relations
6.3 Rise of Identity Politics
6.3.1 Youth Leadership in Indian Politics
6.3.2 Youth against Corruption
6.3.3 Youth against Terrorism
“A co operative arrangement under which distinct political parties or
at all events members of such parties unite to form a government or
ministry.”
- F.A. Ogg
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To know the meaning and importance of coalition government and
politics.

2.

To analyse the recent trends of centre-state relations

3.

To understand the importance of identity politics with regard to
caste, religion, language and region

4.

To analyse the role of leadership of youth in Indian politics

5.

To know about the participation of youth in democracy

6.

To understand the wave of youth in abandoning corruption in
different walks of life

7.

To know the temper of youth against terrorism

6.1 Coalition Government and Politics
After the general elections, when no political party gains absolute
majority, two or more parties come together to form the government. The
partners of the alliance set aside their political ideologies and accept
some Common Minimum Programme (CMP) to run the coalition
government. And in the second instance coalition may be formed by
different political parties by willfully surrendering their individual party
programmes or ideologies to meet the national crisis. It may arise due to
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foreign aggression, political instability and economic crisis. To meet such
situations, coalition brings different and even contradictory parties on a
common platform in the interest of the nation. Coalition appears to be
the compulsion of modern political system. The era of coalition started in
France, Italy, Germany and India. UK though followed bi-party system
for a long time, recently accepted multi party system and coalition.
With the rise of awareness based on region and language, many
regional political parties took their birth. To cater to the needs of regional
interests like culture, language, infrastructure, river water and boundary
dispute, different regional parties emerged. With this development,
national parties lost their monopoly and control over the masses. This
lead to the distribution of seats among different political parties, ultimately
no single party was able to claim absolute majority in Legislatures.
Collective and distributive leadership is the main trend in a coalition
system of government.
Since 1937 India has been experiencing coalition at different levels.
In the first general election (1952) Indian National Congress (INC) gainined
clear majority. Though different political parties existed, it was INC which
enjoyed majority. The autocratic attitude of the party in power,
disillusioned the opposition parties. When opposition united together,
the INC began to fall.
During the National Emergency (1975-77), leaders like Lok Nayak
Jaya Prakash Narayan, Morarjee Desai, Atal Behari Vajpayee, Lal Krishna
Advani, Babu Jag Jivan Ram, George Fernandes, Choudhari Charan
Singh, S. Chandra Shekar, Ramakrishna Hegde and others thought
against the concentration of power and emergency gave a common
platform for them to come together. Keeping aside their political
identities, they fought against the domination of INC. The general election
of 1977 has put an end to the single party rule and introduced coalition
government under the banner of Janata Party headed by Sri. Morarjee
Desai, the first Prime minister of a coalition government.
Later on, in 1989, National Front (NF) was led by Vishwanath Pratap
Singh, formed coalition government. In 1996 United Front (UF) led by
H.D. Devegowda, in 1999 National Democratic Alliance (NDA) under the
leadership of A.B.Vajpayee, in 2004 United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
led by Dr. Manmohan Singh were formed.
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The term coalition is derived from the Latin word ‘Coalitio’. ‘Co’ means
‘together’ and ‘Alescere’ means ‘to grow up’. It is an act of coalescing or
uniting into one body or a union of parties. When different political
forces join together, coalition is formed.
In the words of F.A. Ogg it is a system where members of political parties
unite to form a government or ministry.
Coalition politics is a system of governance by a group of political
parties or by several political parties. A coalition government means the
formation of a government by a group or alliance of political parties.
Coalition government is either the product of pre-poll or post poll alliance.
In the absence of pre-poll alliance, various political parties make alliance
with one another to form the government when no party gains clear
majority on its own. A dominant political party usually does not prefer to
align with another dominant party. It prefers to have alliance with small
political outfits. Two major political parties may come together in an alliance
to form the government during the time of national crisis. This is the
product of post-poll alliance.
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Features:
1.

Coalition is the product of multiparty system.

2.

It is a democratic arrangement.

3.

It challenges single party dominance and in which smaller parties
come together to defeat the bigger ones in elections and snatch the
power and vice-versa.

4.

Coalition may be pre-poll arrangement or post-poll arrangement.

5.

Alliance partners prefer to have a common minimum programme for
governance.

6.

During national emergency or crisis, national government is formed
through coalition.

7.

Coalition deteriorates the supreme status of the Prime Minister who
heads the government.

8.

A person agreeable not only to big party but also to the alliance
partners becomes the leader of the house and naturally heads the
government.

9.

Coalition partners are always free to cede their relations and fight
on one’s identity.

10. Coalitions are politically unstable.
Merits:
1.

It provides broader representation to the people as big and small
parties join hands in the governance. It also enables them to have a
share in policy making and eliminates regional disparities.

2.

It provides an opportunity for the creation of consensus based politics
which represents the public opinion in - national policies, issues
and programmes.

3.

Coalition takes care of diversity and plurality in administration.

4.

By feeling the pulse of the people, it provides good governance.

5.

The presence of various political parties provides broader choice for
the people to elect.

6.

Coalition does not allow the autocratic rule of a single dominant
party. Minister or members of cabinet including Prime Minister
cannot behave autocratically.
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Demerits
1.

Due to the presence of various party leaders believing in different
ideologies and policies political consistency is difficult to achieve.
Hence political instability persists.

2.

As coalition is the result of mutual consent, heads of government
have no say in the formation of their own cabinet and in the formation
of national policies or programmes.

3.

In the parliamentary system of government as each coalition partner
has its own specific electorate and has assured specific schemes
and programmes.

4.

Collective responsibility is a casualty. The ministry has to act as a
unit. But in coalition government, this cannot happen. Hence, No
one shoulders the responsibility for mismanagement and mal
administration.

5.

Official secrecy cannot be maintained. Decisions taken in cabinet
which are sensitive in nature are disclosed by its own signatories
who cannot be curtailed by the government.

6.

Regional parties always ignore national interests and concentrate
on their own parochial interests and chauvinism.

7.

Frequent elections to the Lok Sabha lead to huge expenses both on
the part of the government and on political parties. Coalition proves
to be highly expensive as it does not complete the full term.

8.

Coalition leads to dishonest later alliances. Before elections, parties
indulge in mud slinging and form coalition, for the sake of power
they hug each other. This leads to unholy and dishonest alliance
which results in the deterioration of democratic values.

9.

Union government does not have free hand in the formulation of
either domestic or foreign policies due to the pressure of the coalition
partners.

10. Coalition governments can not have long term planning and view.
Its main aim to escape from the present political volatility.
D. C. Pavate opined that, “If the purpose of forming coalition is to
topple the existing government without any common programme of action
or approach the coalition however broad based or cohesive it may be,
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would not provide for stability and would in its turn be the victim of the
same process of defection.”
6.2 New Dimensions of Centre-State Relations
The Constitution of India aspired India as a union of states. The
Union and the states derive their authority from the constitution. It
emphasizes the supremacy of the constitution.
Legislative Powers
The legislative powers of the union and state governments are
mentioned in Art. 245-255.
1.

The Union list: It contains 100 subjects like Defence, External affairs,
Currency and Coinage, Atomic Energy, Science and Technology,
Customs, on which the central government has supreme law making
powers.

2.

The State list: It consists of 63 subjects like Police, Health,
Agriculture, Local Self Governments, Road transport etc. On these
subjects state governments have law making powers.

3.

The Concurrent list: It Comprises 52 subjects like Marriage and
Divorce, Civil procedure and Criminal Laws, Preventive Detention,
Trust and Trusties, Education etc. On these subjects both the Union
and State can legislate. In case of disputes, the will of the union
government prevails.

Residuary Powers: Powers not mentioned in the above three lists
are called Residuary Powers. These powers are given to the union
government. Our constitution has made the union government more
powerful. Though states have their separate jurisdiction and territory
they have no right to cede from the Indian union. Parliament has supreme
jurisdiction over the items found in Union and Concurrent lists. At the
same time, Rajya Sabha can legislate on any subject found in the state
list in the national interests if the council of the states makes a resolution
to that effect for a one year period normally.
Situation during Emergencies
Part XVIII of the Constitution of India deals with three types of
emergency provisions.

Unit - 6 : Emerging Trends Of Indian Politics

141

I.

National Emergency: Art.352 empowers the President to declare
National emergency when threat of external aggression. Till now it
had been imposed for thrice. In such circumstances, individual rights
are suspended except Art. 21 (protection of life and personal liberty)
and Art. 22 (protection against arrest and detention in certain cases).

II.

State emergency: Art.356 authorizes the President to declare the
President’s Rule on the recommendation of the Governor during
the breakdown of the constitutional machinery in that state. Hither
to more than 100 times it had been implemented

III. Financial Emergency: Art.360 empowers the President to declare
financial emergency if the financial conditions of the nation are
precarious.
Normal Situation
i)

Union government legislates on any matter while executing
International Treaties.

ii)

It can direct the states on any matter.

iii)

Executive power of the state should not infringe upon the union
jurisdiction.

iv)

States have to co-operate and protect railway property, means of
communication and transport in the national interest.

v)

States have to ensure the welfare of the SCs and STs.

vi)

States have to

ensure the development of Hindi language.

Administrative Relations
Administrative relations are dealt in Art. 256-261, to promote unity
and integrity and also to strengthen the federal structure between Union
and States.
I.

President of India has the power to appoint the Governors of all the
States and Union Territories. The states have to maintain cordial
relations with the Governor.

II.

President by having jurisdiction over the appointment of the Judges
of Supreme Court and High Courts, Integrated Judicial System is
maintained throughout the country.
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III.

Bills passed in state legislatures during President’s Rule are required
to get the approval of the President.

IV.

The members of ‘All India services’ who serve both the union and state
governments come under the jurisdiction of the Union government in matters
of selection, training, posting and disciplinary actions.

V.

The Union government issues directions to the states regarding law
and order, national unity, safety and security, transportation,
national highways, railways etc., whenever necessary.

VI.

Union government can delegate its powers to the states with or
without their consent by an Act in the Parliament.

VII. Parliament under Articles 301-305, is empowered to appoint InterState Commerce Commission to maintain cordial relations among
the states.
VIII. Planning Commission advises all the states to raise the standard of
living of the people.
IX.

To ensure the rapid and balanced development of the country,
National Development Council is created.

X.

National Integration Council was created in 1961. It aims to eliminate
the evils of communalism, casteism, regionalism, linguism etc.

Financial Relations
The Constitution of India made provisions to have smooth financial
relations between the Union and the States in Art. 264-267. They are
i)

A Finance Commission is to be constituted.

ii)

Taxes not to be imposed except by authority of law.

iii)

Consolidated funds and Public Accounts of India and of the States.

iv)

Parliament may by law establish a Contingency Fund to meet
unforeseen expenditure.

v)

Some duties are leviable by the centre, but they are to be collected
and entirely appropriated by the states.

vi)

There are some taxes which are both levied and collected by the
Union, but the proceeds are assigned to those specific states.

vii) There are taxes levied and collected by the Union Government and
the proceeds are shared between the Union and the States.
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viii) The parliament determines the quantum of assistance every year to
the needy states, tribal areas etc.
ix)

Finance Commission: It is having a Constitutional status which has
the authority to determine the measures relating to the distribution
of financial resources between the union and the states.

x)

During President’s rule in the state, State Financial propriety is
managed by the Union.

xi)

States cannot raise loans outside India. Union government provides
financial assistance to states in the form of loans.

Sarkaria Commission has given valuable recommendations towards
Centre-State relations.
Inter-State Relation
With the co-operation of the states the Indian Union can achieve the
requisite growth and stable administration.
i.

Art-261 (1) of the Constitution provides that full faith and credit
shall be given throughout the territory of India to public acts, records
and judicial proceedings of the Union and the States.

ii.

Parliament passed Inter-State Water Disputes Act-1956 for the
Constitution of an Ad-hoc Tribunal (Art.262) to solve interstate river
water disputes.

iii.

President can setup Inter-State Council to resolve the disputes like,
Central Council of Health, Central Council of Local Self Government
etc.

iv.

Zonal Councils created by an Act of Parliament to advise on matters
of common interests of five zones- Northern, Southern, Eastern,
Western and Central.

6.3 Rise of Identity Politics
Traces of Identity Politics
Identity Politics is not too old a concept. L.A. Kauffman traced the
origin of identity politics’ to Student Non violent co-coordinating committee
of U.S. in early 1960’s. And Barbara Smith and the Combahee River
collectively coined Identity Politics in 1977. The Identity Politics is of
recent origin though got its legitimacy in U.S. between 1950-1960 in the
movements of lesbians, black civil rights, wave of feminists etc.
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The movement became prominent only in 1980’s, with Gay movement
Lesbian Gay Bi-Sexual Transgender (LGBT), Gay Rights’ Movements.
Identity politics is notably found in class movements like feminist
movements, disability movements, ethnic movements, movements of
minority are also important part of identity politics. Globalization,
liberalization and the setback to the socialistic principles led to the rise
of Identity Politics.
Crisis of identity is the fundamental reason for the rise of identity
struggles in several parts of the world. Each individual, every culture,
every language, religion and region are unique in their own way. A
community may be poor economically but rich in cultural heritage and
loves to retain its identity. A person can forget the loss of wealth but does
not forget his inherent caste, culture, language, religion and region. Loss
of identity means loss of one’s entity. Behind every national movement
and freedom struggle, there are several causes of identity loss.
According to Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 1948,
every citizen, irrespective of nationality, economic standard, lesbian or
conventionalist has an inseparable human right of equal opportunities,
treatment, practice, participation etc. The trend today is individual or
group identity, not national or universal identity. Various political parties
big or small, national or regional are appealing to the voters on sectarian
basis viz. Language, region, caste, religion, river, race etc. Governments
announce popular programmes on the basis of caste and community,
gender, local or territorial basis. Thus identity politics begins to raise its
head.
Identity Politics is a “Pattern of belongingness, a search for comfort,
an approach to community”. It attempts to attain empowerment,
representation and recognition of social groups.
Identity politics is defined by one’s own identity based on race,
ethnicity, gender, language, religion. It is the politics of recognition and
a movement to claim recognition. A person may have multiple identities
but he perceives single identity at a time.
Causes:
1.

Mal administration leads to the poor economic growth of a particular
region or geographical backwardness of the people of a particular
ethnic identity.
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2.

The rise of regional parties created the local awareness of language
or region.

3.

Extreme poverty, exploitation, lack of opportunity and threat to
existing group privileges to the ethnic groups.

4.

Ethnic groups fear of assimilation of cultural dilution.

5.

Rise in standard of living, literacy, and aspiration, socio political
awareness have led to identity politics.

6.

Lack of share in natural resources, fear of loss of land, political power
and economic growth.

7.

Fear of losing scope in educational and employment field.

8.

Fear of losing ethic Identities like language and culture.

Religion, Caste, Region, and Language:
Religion:
Religion, caste, region and language are the important bases of
Identity Politics. India is a vast country with 1.2 billion people. Out of it,
80.5% of its population being Hindus and the remaining belongs to other
communities like Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs,
Zoroastrians and others. The fear of losing individual identity has
compelled many groups to organize on religious lines. A few groups are
involved in militant activities to get recognition. Religious conversion takes
place either by force or attraction to get political representation. Many
political parties being trapped by these narrow parochial identity politics
declare various sops and concessions based on religion though the
constitution has banned communal schemes. Vote bank politics takes
place on the basis of parochial considerations of different political parties
on religious lines.
Caste :
In Indian society one’s social status is decided by the credentials of
Caste rather than his efficiency and achievements. Inspite of the efforts
of social reformers like, Buddha, Basavanna, Dasa saints like Kanakadasa,
Kabir Das, Ram Das, Tukaram, Rama Krishna Paramahamsa, Swami
Vivekananda and others tried for total eradication of caste system and
its evils, but it is yet to be done. The Constitution of India has clearly
mentioned about the eradication of caste based discriminations. But still
it is persistent because of identity.
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With the implementation of Mandal Report, the government of V.P.
Singh heightened caste awareness to get the benefits. Even today during
elections voters instead of casting the votes on their discretion are forced
to vote on the basis of caste.
Region
Regional identity plays a dominant role in national and regional
politics. Leaders like, Mulayam Singh Yadav, Farooque Abdullah,
Jayalalitaa, Karunanidhi, Chadra Babu Naidu, Mamata Banerjee and
others are enjoying dominant position in national politics because of
regional popularity. In this way, the regional identity is providing collective
or distributive leadership to national politics.
Tribal
Behind every major movement, there is the factor of region as it
happened in case of Birsa Munda Movement for the identity of tribals
and Shibu Soren’s efforts for the creation of Jharkhand are noteworthy.
In North Eastern region, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur and Tripura
continued to fight till they got separated. Likewise, Telangana in Andhra
Pradesh, Vidharbha in Maharastra, Bodoland in Assam, Gorkhaland in
West Bengal are still struggling for separation on the basis of regional
identity.
Linguistic
India is a Union of multi lingual States. Language is one of the most
sensitive and emotional issues. Throughout the country there are several
paramount groups and leaders who want their share from the Government
of India or the regional governments on the basis of language. There is
no common language policy throughout the country. Medium of
instruction or learning is not commonly accepted. In Karnataka people
fought for the implementation of Gokak report through Gokak movement
to make Kannada an administrative language during 1980’s. Later on,
an attempt was made to get a classical language status for Kannada after
Tamil was conferred with such a status. Language is the main issue
between Karnataka and Maharashtra on Sholapur, Karnataka and Kerala
on Kasargod, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh on Adoni and Aluru and
Karnataka and Tamilnadu on Talawadi.
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Hence it is rightly said, ‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for
themselves for the rights of all who are destitute, speak up and judge
fairly, defend the rights of the poor and needy’.
6.3.1 Youth leadership in Indian Politics
India is a vast country with 1.2 billion population. Being the seventh
largest country geographically, it can just be described as a continent. It
is the largest democracy since independence. It has emerged as a stable,
peace loving and perfect democracy since the first General Elections in
1952. Universal Adult Suffrage is provided for both men and women
belonging to all castes, colours, regions, languages, religions etc. In spite
of the presence of several hurdles like poverty, illiteracy, inequality,
communalism and terrorism India has crossed several other hurdles and
milestones and proved to be a vibrant democracy.
Democratic principles are not just found in our Constitution but
basically its values are enshrined in our people. With several reforms
gained through experience, we are moving towards perfection and much
more participatory. More than 3 lakhs elected representatives are found
across the country from Gram Panchayat to Parliament. The strength of
the electorate is more than 0.8 billion and the youth constitutes 70% of
the electorate. The mere size of the electorate and the electioneering is
just awesome.

Dr Kalam with the new generation youth
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Registration of new voters is a continuous process. As franchise brings
a voice to voters in democracy due care must be taken to the enrolment
of women and youth. Karnataka recorded more than 71% polling in 2013
in Assembly elections, highest in thirty five years. In the 15th Loksabha
elections voting was around 60% across the country. Due to the rise of
identity politics, on grounds of caste, religion, region etc. the voting
percentage may increase further in the forthcoming elections.
As per 61st Amendment to the Constitution, the voting age was
reduced to 18 years from 21 during 1986 when Sri. Rajiv Gandhi was the
Prime Minister. With the reduction in voting age the size of the electorate
increased heavily providing an opportunity to the younger generation to
participate in choosing their representatives. With great vigour and zeal,
the youth successfully participated in the elections and the tender aged
boys and girls made a right choice, it was proved. The country that respects
the will of the youth can bring new thinking in all walks of life including
politics. Though the Constitution of India is having high ideals and
principles, in reality they are not realized. Youth have the energy to
liberate and purify the political arena of the country as they normally do
not accept traditional caste barriers. Usually leaders of older generations
do not prefer youth in politics as they are revolutionary and reject the
traditional mindset.
Youth have the courage and the capacity to understand burning
issues like boundary, language, river water, ethnic disputes - Pak
Occupied Kashmir (POK), Akshai-Chin, Kannada- Marati, Kannada-Tamil,
Farakka, Cauveri, Chakma, Kuki are some examples.
Increase in the number of the youth in politics enhances the
credibility of the democracy. The honest involvement of youth in politics,
being away from violence is the need of the hour to strengthen the system.
Recent developments show that large number of youth are
participating and winning both Lok Sabha and Assembly elections.
Hurdles: There are politicians who do not allow the youth to enter
politics. The entry of the youth to politics is curbed by systematic
suppression. They do not exercise their franchise because of political
apathy. Many of them do not perceive politics in a right perspective. They
are not ready to participate in mudslinging acts during elections. Women
who constitute more than ½ of the total population, do not adequately
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represent either in national or state politics because of male domination
and influence.
Engaging the youth:Election Commission of India is extending its constitutional
jurisdiction in involving a large number of youth through enumerating
them in electoral roll adding pride to their personality and nation building.
Electronic media and print media are playing a significant role in
popularizing the franchise. By conducting rallies, seminars, debates
and discussions, youth are being attracted towards democratic process.
Hence, 25th of January is celebrated as the voters’ day every year.
6.3.2 Youth against Corruption
As it is documented in Atharva Veda, ‘The wealth earned through
pious means flourishes, those who earn through dishonest means are
destroyed’. There is also a mention in Koutilya’s Arthashastra about
corruption. Corruption is wide spread all over the world. India is not an
exception. . Bribery, extortion, fraud, embezzlement, nepotism, cronyism,
influence peddling, speed money - are some of the terms used on par
with corruption.
Corruption is derived from the Latin verb ‘rumpere’, meaning ‘to
break’, it means corruption is where the law is clearly broken.
As Ram Ahuja opined, ‘The use of public power for private profits in
the way that constitutes a breach of law or a deviation from the norms of
society’.
Avasthi and Maheshwari viewed corruption as ‘The deliberate and
intentional exploitation of one’s position, status or resources directly or
indirectly for personal aggrandizement’.
Independent India has seen scams like- Farefax, Bofors, Share deal,
Stamp paper, Fodder, 2-G Spectrum, Adarsh housing, Coal and others
involving billions of rupees of public money. Inspite of these scams, still
corruption persists in all walks of life including education, health,
administration and politics.

150

II PUC - Political Science

Youth organizing against corruption

The need of the hour is to come out of this bane, and to have good
governance. It requires the following base
i)

Education: Formal and informal education has to encompass not
only curricula but also values of life. Schools, colleges and universities
while framing curriculum, should focus to motivate both the faculty
and the pupil to awaken against corruption at different levels. As
Kothari Commission rightly observed, ‘the destiny of a nation is
shaped in the class room’.

ii)

Morality: Gandhi in the wake of removal of corruption said, ‘On this
earth there is enough for everyone’s needs not for greed’s’. The youth
should be able to differentiate ‘need and greed’. More than ½ of the
total population in India come in between the age group of 18 to 35.
This asset is to be utilized to the core to build a strong India against
corruption, which is a white collar criminality. They have to follow
the policy of ‘live and let live’.

iii) Means and ends: By adopting democratic values, maintaining
transparency, following peaceful ways and tolerance, respecting
elders, youth have to fight against corruption.
iv)

Role models: As Swami Vivekananda gave a clarion call to the youth,
‘Awake, arise and stop not till the goal is reached’. Dr. A.P.J Abdul
Kalam has reached lakhs of students and youth. He called them to
get good education, being better human beings and through
eradicating corruption, attain the best governance.
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Youth movement: Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan the pioneer of
the Total Revolution, inspired youth during 1970s to revolt against
the corrupt administration who travelled all over India to fight against
this evil. During 1980s All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) fought
against the corrupt administration which had threatened North
Eastern States.

Today the mood of the country especially the mood of the youth is
against corruption on war footing. The war against corruption is perceived
as the mother of all wars. Anti corruption movement gathered momentum
when Sri Anna Hazare kick started the movement and gave a call to the
youth to join him in a fight against corruption under the banner of India
Against Corruption (IAC).
The overall effect of the youth movement against corruption have resulted
in the creation of the institution of Lokpal, passing of the Acts of Right
To Information (RTI), Right To Education (RTE) Sakaal, introduction of
transparency in Election Funding.
6.3.3 Youth against Terrorism
Terrorism is used in various forms like international terrorism,
domestic terrorism, economic terrorism, cultural terrorism, cyber terrorism
etc. Terrorism means deliberately and violently targeting civilians by
inflicting physical or mental agony, wound or death that creates fear
psychoses for political gains.

Martyr Lt. Sandeep Unnikrishnan

Terrorist attack on Mumbai Taj Hotel
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Paul Wilkinson opines that, “terrorism is a special form of political
violence”.
Yasser Arafat Says, “Those who wage war to occupy, colonize and
oppress other people are terrorists. Those are the people whose actions
are to be condemned”.
At the global scenario, the Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Libya
and other states are involved in terrorism. Though, Rabindranath Tagore
described India as ‘Bharat Tirtha’, (India the Pilgrimage), a supreme
ocean of humanity, it has been the cradle to the uprooted people whose
countries have been encroached, humbled and destroyed by the inhuman
encroachers and imperialists. But such a peace loving generous nation
has long been the victim of terrorist attacks.
State sponsored terrorism in and around the world, has given asylum
to terrorist camps and treat them as war heroes. Group of people having
poverty, ignorance, unemployment are induced for the growth of Terrorism
through brainwashing. This in turn swallows the peace and security of
other countries.
Role of Youth against terrorism
The concept of minority leads to fear of attack and results in religious
fundamentalism. Hence both the youth and the society have to pressurize
the governments concerned to create awareness and educate those who
are indulged in anti national and inhuman terrorist activities, particularly
youth. Priority should be given to the peace and security of the inhabitants
of the country.
Youth have to develop patriotism that is national feeling and involve
themselves in constructive activities like nation building through helping
the government about terrorist and militant activities taking place in
their surroundings which is the prime duty of the youth.
Youth have to take the initiative within the jurisdiction of law to
fight against terrorism as it happened in Naxal hit states like Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chattisgarh where Salwajudum (village army) fighting against
Naxalites.
Youth must understand the complicated and multi faceted terrorism
rationally. They have to isolate the terrorists and inoculate their potential
recruits. A successful counter terrorism requires a combination of coercive
and conciliatory policies.
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It is the responsibility of the youth to spread the importance of
education that saves the younger generation from the clutches of terrorism
and communalism. As it happened in the case of Ms. Malala Yusufa Zai
of Pakistan, who survived in the terrorist attack.
Dr. Radhakrishnan says, “In attention to our culture in our university
is to know smaller extent responsible for the increasing unrest among
the students”. Hence it becomes the duty of the youth to imbibe noble
qualities of our national culture to check the spread of terrorism.
Winston Churchill once noted, “If you want to catch them, catch
them while they are young”. Youth should organize themselves at the
young age to resist the communal and narrow preaching’s of the
fundamentalists.
Senator John Kerry says. “While we must remain determined to
defeat terrorism it is not only terrorism we are fighting. It is the beliefs
that motivate terrorists. A new ideology of hatred and intolerance has
arisen to challenge liberal democracy.” Peace talks, stern warnings and
firm actions should go together to keep the terrorists at bay.
No Nation can prosper unless strongest measures are executed
against terrorism. Mere parliamentary measures are not enough. It is
the youth who have a major role in combating terrorism.
Youth of India should successfully face the challenges posed by terrorism
by successfully using the means of communications to spread peace,
love and crate a happy neighbourhood.
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1.

Collect information of aid of the central government to your state for
the last 5 years.

2.

Prepare a report on Resort politics.

3.

Speech on Youth power.
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

Mention the root word of coalition.

2.

Expand CMP.

3.

Write the meaning of coalition.

4.

What is pre poll alliance?

5.

What is post poll alliance?

6.

Who identified identity politics?

7.

Which movements brought legitimacy to identity politics?

8.

Expand LGBT.

9.

Mention any one reformer who fought against caste
discrimination?

10. Mention any one region based identity struggles.
11. On which day voters day is celebrated?
12. Expand AASU.
13. Mention any one national issues that you identify.
14. Can the states levy taxes on import and export?
15. Who constitutes Finance Commission?
16. Who has jurisdiction over Interstate Trade and Commerce?
17. How many times National Emergency is imposed in India?
18. Who enjoys law making powers over state list subjects when
there is state emergency?
19. Who has the authority to transfer a State List subject to the
Union List for a one year period?
20. Mention one subjects mentioned in Concurrent List.
21. Who manages financial powers during National Emergency?
22. What is the root word of terrorism?
23. What is the root word of corruption?
24. Expand IAC.
25. Who said ‘on this earth there is enough for everyone’s need
but not for greed’s?
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TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What is the basic cause for the identity struggles in the world?

2.

Write the meaning of identity politics.

3.

What is coalition?

4.

Give two examples of countries having coalition.

5.

What is collective leadership?

6.

Write two instances when coalitions are formed?

7.

Write a definition of the coalition.

8.

What is Common Minimum Programme?

9.

Mention any two coalition partners of NDA.

10. Mention any two coalition partners of UPA.
11. What is state sponsored terrorism?
12. In which areas Central government can advice the states during
normal times?
13. What is corruption?
14. Write two hurdles in creating a corruption free India.
15. Write an example of movement against corruption.
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What are the causes for the raise of identity politics?

2.

Discuss the various factors of identity politics.

3.

What are the demerits of coalition?

4.

What are the merits of coalition?

5.

Explain how youth leadership can change Indian politics?

6.

Explain the method of distribution of powers as found in our
Constitution.

7.

Explain various emergency provisions in our Constitution.

8.

Discuss the role of youth against terrorism.

9.

How youths can control corruption?
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IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Explain the Development of Coalition Governments in India.

2.

Explain the merits and demerits of coalition.

3.

Explain the features of coalition.

4.

Discuss the bases of identity politics.

5.

Explain the Centre-State relations in India.

6.

Explain the role of youths in Indian politics?

7.

Explain the role of youth against the terrorism.
*****
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UNIT-7
CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL TRENDS
7.1 Liberalization
7.2 Privatization
7.3 Globalisation
7.4 Crony Capitalism
7.5 Rise of Democratic Movement: Nepal, Bhutan, Egypt, Afghanistan,
Libya and Syria
“There is a consensus in the world today that economic development
is not all and the GDP is not necessarily a measure of progress of a
society”

-K.R.Narayanan
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To know the meaning, importance and political implications of
Liberalization

2.

To know the meaning, importance and political implications of
Privatization

3.

To know the meaning, importance and political implications of
Globalisation

4.

To understand about Crony Capitalism

5.

To have knowledge about the rise of democratic movements in - Nepal,
Bhutan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Libya and Syria

7.1 Liberalization–Meaning, Importance and Political Implications
Liberalisation (laissez- faire policy) is the process of liberating the
economy from various regulatory mechanisms and elimination of customs
and tariffs. Through this the state provides greater freedom to private
sector.
According to Oxford dictionary Liberalisation is the “Willingness to
respect or accept behaviour or opinions different from one’s own; open to
new ideas”.

158

II PUC - Political Science

Economic liberalization refers to fewer government regulations and
restrictions in the economy in exchange for greater participation of private
entities. It is ‘the removal of controls’ to encourage economic development.
India adhered to the mixed economy of capitalist and socialist policies
after independence.
A major attempt was made in 1985 by Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi towards new economic system. In 1991, India met
with an economic crisis relating to its external debt. It had to pledge 20
tonnes of gold to Union Bank of Switzerland and 47 tonnes to Bank of
England as part of a bailout deal with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). India approached the World Bank and IMF and received $7 billion
as loan. In addition, the IMF asked India to undertake a series of structural
economic reforms. All these situations made the Indian government to
introduce a new set of economic policies.
The union government headed by Sri. P.V.Narsimha Rao and Finance
Minister Dr.Manmohan Singh implemented wide range of economic
reforms that IMF imposed. The Neo-liberal policies included opening for
international trade and investment, deregulation, initiation of
privatisation, tax reforms, and measures of controlling inflation.
Liberalisation offers the opportunity for the sector to compete
internationally, contributing to GDP (Gross Domestic Product) growth
and generating foreign exchange. As such, services and export of goods
are an important part of many developing countries’ growth strategies.
India’s IT( Information Technology) services have become globally
competitive, as many companies have outsourced to countries where costs
are lower.
In developing countries, economic liberalization refers more to
liberalization or further ‘opening up’ of their respective economies to
foreign capital and investments. The fastest developing countries like
India, Brazil and China have liberalized their economies.
The liberalization initiatives have been undertaken in India with a
view to increase production, improve quality and get access to market for
products and services abroad.
The new economic policy introduces changes in several areas viz.
Relief for foreign investors, removal of import restrictions, freedom to
import technology, encouraging foreign tie-ups and privatization of public
sector.
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Importance:
1.

Consumer friendly: This leads to lower costs and prices for
consumers to get the goods and services according to his wishes. He
would fulfil his needs, desires and feel satisfaction with his choice of
things. There are a number of companies which bring lot of quality
products for consumer’s interest and demands. In liberalised
economy consumer gets more benefits.

1.

Free from government regulations: Liberalisation policies remove
government regulations on the industrial sector. It also provides free
movement of trade and commerce where any private company can
easily carry on their business activities without any restrictions. The
companies need not undergo procedural delay by the government.

2.

Promotes competition: Liberalisation extends competition within
different company’s trade firms. Basically they keep the standards
and cheaper prices for consumers. Competition promotes efficiency
and avoids wastage of resources.

3.

Promotes world business class: Liberalisation promotes business
class an opportunity to share their knowledge and exchange
technology with confidence at the international level. They can lead
their company at the international standards and make
collaborations with any world class business firms. They can learn
and earn at global level. They can enrich their knowledge by
equipping the new mechanism tools for better performance as per
international standards.

4.

Provides for more private funding agencies: Liberalization allows
financial markets to provide loans to companies which previously
were not able to access loans that they can pay off, and it allows
more financial private funding agencies like ICICI, HDFC and HSBC.

5.

Improves the economy: Liberalisation is expected to improve
nation’s GDP growth. It helps nation’s economic development and
improves the standard of living in a shorter period. Most of the
developing nations adopt liberalised economy.

6.

Promotes technological advancement: Liberalisation makes new
changes in an advanced technology and logistics for better services.
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That can be useful to save time, energy and money. It promotes the
high quality of products and supplies the same in time.
Political implications:
1.

Risk of brain drain: In the name of liberalised policy citizens knock
at the door of international opportunities, with their knowledge and
skill. The developing nations face lots of problems from such brain
drain.

2.

Reduces dependency on labour: As the process itself is capital
intensive, it reduces dependency on labour and cuts opportunities
for jobs.

3.

Risk of environmental degradation: The incessant industrial activity
at the global level generates lot of wastage leading to environmental
degradation.

4.

Regulates the price of certain commodities: The price of certain
commodities like-life saving drugs, fertilizers etc. are automatically
controlled by the world trade forums and associations.

5.

Affects common man: It affects the common man in his day - today life as he finds it difficult to earn his livelihood.

6.

Risk of financial instability: Flexibility (laxity) of monetary and
fiscal policies of the government may lead to financial crisis like
recession and depression

7.2 Privatisation– Meaning, Importance and Political Implications

File photo of MNC
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Privatization is the process of transferring ownership of a business,
enterprise, agency, public service or public property from the public sector
to the private sector.
It refers to the transfer of assets or services shifts from public to
private ownership or control. It opens the hitherto closed areas to private
sector.
In the sixties and seventies, the public sector policy was largely guided
by industrial policy resolution. The revolution of privatisation started in
1980 and spread to many parts of the world. Several countries are
privatizing their public sector enterprise. India is no exception to it. The
government has also made attempts to improve the efficiency of Public
Sector undertakings (PSU)by giving them autonomy in taking managerial
decisions.
Importance:
1.

Performance:
Privatization leads to good performance. It brings efficiency which
always looks forward to survive in the competitive world. The company
provides good salaries to the employees and in return they work
better and show their performance.

2.

Efficiency:
Private companies have a greater urge to produce more goods for the
utmost satisfaction of the consumer.

3.

Innovative Ideas:
Major companies solely depend upon new techniques and innovative
ideas to bring their specialized products in a different style, at global
level.
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Goals:
Private companies have their specific goals and strive to achieve the
endeavour. It shows their consistency to reach the peak and maintain
global standards.

5.

Capital:
Private concerns many a times raise funds and invest in the financial
markets. This promotes faster growth and stabilizes the financial
position of the company.

6.

Monopoly:
As a result of privatization, monopoly has become so common not
only in public sector but also in private sector.

Political Implications:
1.

Concentration of wealth: Privatisation encourages concentration of
wealth in the hands of big business group. It results in great
disparities of income and wealth. It goes against the principle of
egalitarian society.

2.

More profits: Corporate sectors generate more profits. But they share
a meagre percentage with the share holders. They enjoy the lions
share out of share holders’ investment. As a result, the gap between
the rich and the poor is widened.

3.

Bane to local industries: Local people borrow money from indigenous
banks and also get loans from government concerns with subsidized
rates of interest to start the industry. Multi-National Companies
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(MNCs) with good financial back up survive even in case of loss.
Whereas, this is not the case with local industries
4.

Threat to national interest: Key areas like national defence, space,
science and technology are to be retained with the government.
Assigning these areas to private sector harms national interests.

5.

Lack of service motto: The private firms are concerned more about
their profit rather than providing good service conditions and
extending welfare programmes to its employees and even to society.

6.

No job security: Private companies extract work from employees till
they are fit. The companies ruthlessly sack them when they suffer
from ill health or fitness problems. In the long run, they become a
burden on the government. The employees of private sectors suffer
from insecurity of jobs and this results in psychological disorders.

7.3 Globalisation–Meaning, Importance and Political Implications
Globalisation is the process of integrating the economy of the country
with world economy. It is a movement towards greater interaction,
integration and interdependence among people and organization across
borders. The strongest manifestation of globalization has been the
increasing economic integration among countries in trade and investment.
IMF opined “The growing economic interdependent countries
worldwide through increasing volume and variety of cross border
transaction in goods and services and of international capital cash flows,
and through the more rapid and widespread diffusion of technology”.
An important attribute of globalization is the increasing degree of
openness, which has three dimensions, i,e; international trade,
international investment and international finance. It involves creation
of networks and activities transcending economic, social and geographical
boundaries.
The economy of India had undergone significant policy shifts in the
beginning of the 1990s. This new model of economic reforms is commonly
known as the Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization (LPG) model.
The chain of reforms that took place with regard to business,
manufacturing, and financial industries targeted at strengthening the
economy of the country to a more proficient level. These economic reforms
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had influenced the overall economic growth of the country in a significant
manner

Importance:
1.

Efficiency:
Globalisation focuses on the best quality of services and goods. It
encourages the global trade and commerce. It increases competitive
nature which makes firms more efficient.

2.

Transformation of technology:
Through this technology, improvements are made all over the world.
As a result, all countries can reap the benefits of improved technology,
by enhancement in income and increase in jobs.

3.

A global village:
The concept of global village mainly brings a feeling of oneness among
the citizens of the world . Contacts are made easily accessible through
technology and communication.

4.

Mobility of labour force:
It allows free movement of people in search of jobs or getting education
at global level. Hence mobility is made simple and easy.
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Emerging global competition:
Global competition is emerging as a result of growing skill and
techniques. The world is looking for better opportunities and
performance at competitive rates.

6.

Outsourcing:
This is an important outcome of the globalisation process. In
outsourcing, a company hires regular service from external sources
and from other countries.

7.

Utilisation of human resources:
Revolution in communication and technology paved the way for the
optimum utilisation of human resources. Hence excessive population
is no more a curse.

Globalisation leads to greater international movement of commodities,
money, information and people. But there are a number of disadvantages
of globalisation in the era of technological revolution due to integrated
economy, large scale production and open market in the concept of a
global village.
Political Implications:
1.

Power subjugation: The effects of globalisation brought lots of
changes in the world economy. For small countries it is inevitable to
accept the economic decisions of big countries, which leads to power
subjugation.

2.

Affects the sovereignty: As a result of globalisation in the fields of
economy, trade, transportation etc the sovereign countries are bound
by the decisions of strong countries. Hence it affects the sovereignty
of a country in totality.

3.

Cultural invasion: Culture is a complex whole and exclusive to each
country. The influence of globalisation in the name of cultural
exchange not only invades but also degenerates the youth who are
the architects of the future.

4.

Enslavement of lifestyle: Globalisation has largely affected the
younger generation. Food habits, general behaviour, mutual
relationships, respect to elders, human values and ultimately the
whole generation has become slave in the clutches of globalisation.
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5.

Elimination of subsidies: The major impact of globalisation is the
curtailment of subsidies to all sectors including agriculture in a
phased manner. The worst-hit are the peasants who are the backbone
of the country.

6.

Political instability: The impact of globalisation mainly is – economic
depression, boom or even recession which directly affects the political
stability of a country. Hence development comes to a standstill.

7.4 Crony Capitalism:
Crony capitalism is a negative term used to refer the business
dealings carried out by the government officers in a capitalist economy.
As Warren Buffett opined, “The Crony capitalism is a term describing
an economy in which success in business depends on close relationships
between business people and government officials. It may be exhibited
by favouritism in the distribution of legal permits, government grants,
special tax breaks, or other forms.”
Nature:
1.

Favours political authorities:
Crony capitalism is a system in which close associates of the people
in power who enact and execute policies get favours that have large
economic value.

2.

Cronies get capital and reward:
Cronies are rewarded with the ability to charge higher prices for
their output than would prevail in a competitive market, Funnelled
to the enterprises of cronies through government-controlled banks.

3.

Protection of assets:
Crony capitalism allows government to guarantee a subset
of asset holders that their property rights will be protected. As long
as their assets are protected, these asset holders will continue to
invest as if there were universal protection of property rights.

4.

Share in the rents generated by the asset holders:
The members of the government or members of their families, share
the rents generated by the asset holders. This may take the form of
jobs, co-investments, or even transfers of stock. Crony capitalism
goes hand in hand with corruption.
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5. The Concentration of Economic Power:
A few business groups which are cronies influence state policies
and pool their assets in private corporate sectors. Such concentration
gives birth to crony capitalism. Crony capitalism is an economic
phenomenon with Political consequences. In crony capitalism the
government must be able to make deals in closed doors without
public review and approval. Personal connections of particular asset
holders and government actors continue so long as that particular
government is in power. When the government is replaced, those
personal connections vanish.
7.5 Rise of Democratic Movements:
(Nepal, Bhutan, Egypt, Afghanistan, Libya and Syria)
Twenty first century is known as era of democratic movements. These
movements in Afro-Asian nations started to overthrow despotic, autocratic
and other authoritarian government. They were inspired by the
Democratic ethos – Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. In South Asian
countries like Nepal, Bhutan and Afghanistan African countries like Egypt,
Libya and Syria have demanded for democratic rights through movements.
NEPAL:
Nepal was a small landlocked kingdom in Southern Asia lying
between India to the south and Tibet to the north. Monarchy was prevalent
in Nepal since 18th century. During the rule of Birendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev, democratic Maoist movements started mainly because of the
influence of the India and China.
Nepal’s democratic experiment suffered a serious setback in
December 1960 when the first elected government led by National
Congress leader Koirala was dissolved and the whole party activities were
banned in Nepal in later parts of the decade and that continued till
1979.
In 1980 limited democracy resulted in the creation of multiparty
parliamentary monarchy. The political war was launched by the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) in 1996, with the overthrow of the
Nepalese monarchy and establishing a people’s Republic.
Maoist insurgency began in 1996 ended with the Communist victory
in 2001. The comprehensive Peace Accord was signed on 21st November
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2006. The Crown prince massacred king Birendra and the royal family,
Bringing the unpopular Gyanendra to the throne.

Lokathantric Andolan of Nepal against
Gyanendra in 2006.

Nepal witnessed a popular movement in 2006. The movement was
aimed at restoring democracy. At the same time the king reinstated old
Nepal House of Representatives, with an assurance of permanent peace
and the multi party democracy. The king called upon the Seven Party
Alliance (SPA) to bear the responsibility of taking the nation on the path
of national unity and prosperity. It declared that under the leadership of
Girija Prasad Koirala , the new parliament will hold the elections and
frame new constitution.
The popular Government assumed office on 18th May 2006 and
withdrawn all the privileges given to the king unanimously. The bill
included
1.

Imposing tax on the royal family and its assets.

2.

Ending the Raj Parishad, a Royal Advisory Council.

3.

Eliminating Royal references from army and government titles.

4.

Declaring Nepal a Secular country not a Hindu kingdom.

5.

Scrapping the national anthem until a new one is composed.

6.

Eliminating the king’s position as the supreme commander of the
army.
This is popularly known as ‘Nepalese Magna Carta’.
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Nepal became Federal Democratic Republic. Ram Baran Yadav of
the Nepali Congress became the first President and Pushpa Kamal Dahil
(prachanda) of the Communist party of the Nepal (Maoist) the first Prime
Minister.
BHUTAN
In the Eastern Himalayas, sandwiched between Tibet to the north
and India to the south, is the tiny kingdom of Bhutan. The influence of
the Indian Democratic polity on Nepal and Nepal’s political developments
encouraged Bhutan’s political transformation. It began in 1950’s with
legal transformation like – abolition of slavery and enactment of
constitution. In 1972 Jigme Singhye Wangchuck succeeded his father
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck.
A group of leaders protested against the Government of its act of
cultural suppression, arbitrary arrests, restriction of freedom of speech
and press etc.,
In 1990 peaceful rallies were held against Royal Bhutan Army lead
by S.K. Neupane. It forced the Government for democracy and human
rights for Bhutanese and nothing else.
Rongthong Kuenly Dorji played significant role in the democratic
movement.

Move for democracy in Bhutan

In the meanwhile the death of the Dorji was a tremendous setback
for the movement.
The first Democratic elections were held for the Nation’s Council on
24th March 2008 for the Himalayan Kingdom which marked the beginning
of the Democratic System which still persists. They also retained Monarchy.
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The Constitution was enacted on 18th July 2011 which authorised
the Monarchy to even sack the Prime Minister and his Cabinet. Added to
this, Art.2 of the Constitution states that Parliament is not authorised to
amend any of the powers given to the Monarchy. Hence critics of the
Royal Monarchy asserted that the Constitution has given legitimacy to
the king’s absolute power and violates the very essence of the Constitution.
Keeping in view the democratic movements held throughout the
world and to remove the Monarchy in Bhutan the movement still persists.
AFGHANISTAN:
Afghanistan is a landlocked country in the mountains of South Central Asia, sharing borders with Pakistan to the south east and Iran to
the west. Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan lie across northern
frontier, and China to the north east.
The government of Mohamed Daoud was overthrown and he was
assassinated by a group of Nur Mohamed Taraki, Babrak Karmol and
Amin Taha in a military coup in April 1978. Mohamed Taraki became the
president, Prime Minister and general secretary of People’s Democratic
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) in May 1978 and the country was renamed
as Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.
During Karmol’s rule Dr. Najibullah (1987-1992) became the head
of khadamat–e-Aetelaat-e-Dawlati (KHAD), the Afghan secret agency
equivalent to the Soviet KGB. In 1981 he was appointed to PDPA Polit
Bureau. In 1985 Dr. Najibullah stepped down as State Security Minister
to focus on PDPA politics and appointed to PDPA secretariat. Michael
Gorbachev the last soviet leader was able to remove Karmol as PDPA
General Secretary in 1986. He was replaced by Dr. Najibullah.
Soviet began to withdraw the troops during 1989-1992. The 1990
constitution, of the country officially declared it as Islamic state and
references of communism were removed. Without foreign aid from Russia
coupled with internal collapse of his government was ousted in 1992.
As per Peshawar Accord, Democratic Republic of Afghanistan (DRA)
became Islamic State of Afghanistan (ISA) and an interim government
was setup for the purpose of transition. In the mean while Taliban’s the
Islamic fundamentalists bombed Kabul in 1995 and were defeated by
Islamic state government under Ahmed Shah Masood. The UN interactions
with the Afghan delegation lead to Bonn Agreement of 2001. It intended
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for broad based, gender sensitive, multi-ethnic and fully representative
government.

President Hamid Karzai in Democratic Afghanistan

On 11th September 2001 attack on World Trade Centre (WTC) by
Taliban’s led by Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden attracted the attention
of the whole world. As a result the North Atlantic Treaty Oraganisation
(NATO) alliances rushed towards Afghanistan to hunt for Talibanis with
the support of the US government. Ultimately the Talibanis regime came
to an end and the era of democracy began.
The democratic process began with the adaption of new constitution
in 2004 and later presidential elections were held. In 2005, election was
held to Parliament and Provinces. The new National Assembly was
inaugurated in December 2005.
The rift between the Talibanis and the Government continued till
2006 due to the drug trafficking, suicide attacks, killing of officials,
bombing on schools and Provincial Governors. They even attacked on
journalists and official forces sent by countries like India to reconstruct
the infrastructure.
Though the President Barak Obama’s government tried to bring back
the NATO, it was discarded by the NATO allies as presidential elections
were on.
The NATO allies were able to prevent the Al-Qaeda and Talibanis to
come to power and strengthened democracy within the frame work of
Islamic Republic.
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As a result of these developments, in 2009 elections, Dr. Hamid Kar
Zai hailed as the President in 2010. Afghanistan is continuing the
democratic process. Dr. Mohamed Ashraff Ghani elected as new president
of Afghanistan in the general elections on April 2014.
EGYPT:
Egypt shares land borders with Libya to the West, Sudan to the
South and by the Gaza strip and Israel to the East.
In Egypt traditional monarchy was prevailed till April 1923. When
the monarchy lost the grip, opportunists took the advantage. The
transition took place in 3 phases.
The first phase :
A military coup ushered in 1952 against the single party rule, state
propaganda and a powerful police state of the existing monarchy. As a
result, a new constitution was framed in January 1956 and Gamal Abdal
Nasser was elected as the President. After him Hosni Mubharak became
the president and ruled the country morethan 3 decades.
The Second phase :
It began in 2011 but was a failed.
The Third phase :
The third transition a continuation of the previous one which
represented democratic and social ideals. President Mohammad Morsi
the first democratically elected government was thrown out by a military
coup.
The policy of Egypt is based on republicanism with a semi-presidential
system of government of 2011. With the resignation of President Hosni
Mubarak executive power was assumed by the supreme council of the
armed force, which dissolved the parliament and suspended the
constitution. In 2012 presidential elections were held and Mohammad
Morsi later on became the President of Egypt.
General Abdul Fatah Al-Sisi announced the removal of President
Mohamad Morsi from June 2013 and suspensded the constitution.
Meanwhile the Egyptian Democractic movement is yet to define itself
fully. Although it is true that millions of demonstrators called for the end
of Brotherhood rule, the change of regime depended on the military
intervention.
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Move for Democracy in Egypt

President Mohammad Morsi was deposed by the military. The
Constitution was suspended. Ady Mansour became the acting President.
A new election is to be held by the interim government.
LIBYA:
Libya is an Arab State in the Mediterranean coast of North Africa,
Egypt and Sudan in East, Niger and Chad in south, Algeria and Tunisia
in west.
Libya became independent Nation in 24th December 1951. King
Idris headed constitutional and hereditory democratic monarchy came
into exist. Libya is most important petroleum producing country in the
world. King Idris was the last hereditary monarch of Libya when a group
of military officers revolted against the King. Under the leadership of
Muammar Quddafi. Quddafi continued his rule along with political parties
but banned them in 1972 and emerged as the military ruler till the
collapse of his government in 2011.
In the mean while anti Quddafi force pressurized the government
for the introduction of multi-party democracy through National
Transitional Council (NTC) in February 2011. This enraged the dictator
who became more furious. He ignored the UN Security Council in this
regard. But NTC declared itself as the sole governing body. It was supported
by more than 100 countries.
After the death of Quddafi, the Vice- chairman Abdul Hafiz Ghoga
declared that Libya to be liberated on 23rd October 2011.
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Chairman Mustafa Abdul Jalil said Libya would become an Islamic
Democracy. Libya has been governed under a temporary Constitution
Declaration since the defeat of the previous government in the 2011 civil
war.
In 2012 an election was held for the General National Congress
(GNC) to replace the National Transitional Council (NTC). As per the
declaration Libya became a Parliamentary Republic governed by the
General National Congress which was elected in July 2012. The executive
branch is appointed by the GNC and led by the Prime Minister while the
President of the GNC is the de facto head of state though not explicitly
described as such in the declaration
The main responsibility of GNC is to form a constituent assembly
which will write Libya’s permanent constitution for approval by a
referendum. The law of Libya is based on Shariat.
SYRIA:
Syria in West Asia lies at the Eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea,
Iraq in the East, Turkey in North and Israel in South.
The government in Syria has a multi ethnic population containing
Arabs, Kurds, Armenians, Assyrians, and Turkmens coexist. The Syria
was liberated in 1946 by France, and named as the Democratic Republic
with its own Constitution. Several elections were held to Parliament
followed by military coups. The coup of 1963 was a threat to democracy
and existing multiparty system. It lasted for a long time, which is the
ruling Military Junta today.
The objectives of democratic movement in Syria:
1.

Termination of the ruling Military Dictatorship since 1963, demanded
for cancellation of the old laws of the state of emergency.

2.

Termination of the exclusive rule of the Baath Party, and transfer of
power of state to multiparty system through free election based on
principles of Liberal Democracy.

3.

A committee is to be setup for the preparation of a Democratic
Constitution to live up to the international standards.
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The last parliamentary election was held on 7th May 2012 and the
result was announced on 15th May 2012. The Baath Party won larger
victory than it did in previous elections.

Move for Democracy in Syria

During the 2011-12 Syrian uprising, a new constitution was put to
a referendum. Amongst other changes, it abolished Art. 8 which
entrenched the power of the Baath Party. The new Art. 8 reads “the
political system of the state shall be based on the principle of political
pluralism, and exercising power democratically through the ballot box.
The Baath Party emphasizes Socialism and Secularism, despite its doctrine
on Nation Building rather than ethnic identity. The issues of ethnic,
religious and regional allegiances still remain important in Syria. These
developments indicating the democratic process in the nation.
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Since 17th July 2000 the President Bashar al Assad of Baath Party is the
head of the State and the Prime Minister Wael Nader al – Halqi of Baath
Party is heading the government from 11th August 2012.
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1.

Visit an MNC.

2.

Watch T V Programme and talks by prominent industrialists

3.

Collect pictures and reports on movements in Afghanistan, Nepal;,
Bhutan, Egypt, Libya and Syria.
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

What is Liberalisation?

2.

What is meant by Laissez – Faire?

3.

When did liberalisation started in India?

4.

What is privatisation?

5.

Which country introduced Privatisation for the 1st time?

6.

Expand IMF.

7.

What is Globalisation?

8.

What is meant by Crony Capitalism?

9.

What is meant by democratic movements ?

10. Which is called Magna Carta of Nepal?
11. Name the form of government functioning in Bhutan.
12. Who inspired the democratic movements in Bhutan?
13. When was the first democratic election held in Bhutan?
14. When did democratic movement started in Bhutan ?
15. When was the National Democratic Council elections held in
Afghanistan?
16. Name the present President of Afghanistan?
17. When did the Constitution of Egypt come into force?
18. When did first transition of revolution begin in Egypt?
19. Name the dictator of Libya.
20. During whose regime the political parties were banned in Libya?
21. When did democratic movement start in Libya?
22. When Syria got liberated from france?
23. Name the present
24. Expand WTO.

President of Syria.
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TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What is Liberalisation?

2.

What is open market?

3.

Where did privatisation begin?And when?

4.

What is globalisation?

5.

What is Brain drain?

6.

What is crony capitalism?

7.

Name any two authoritarian rulers of the world.

8.

Name any two terrorists groups of Afghanistan.

9.

Name any two political leaders of Egypt?

10. Name any two ethnic groups in Syria.
11. Name of political party in Syria and its leader.
12. Write any two objectives of democratic movements in Syria.
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

What is liberalisation? Bring out its importance.

2.

How did liberalisation emerge in India?

3.

Explain the political implications of liberalisation.

4.

What is privatisation? Explain its importance.

5.

Write about the political implications of privatisation.

6.

What is globalisation? Discuss its importance.

7.

Describe the political implications of globalisation?

8.

Explain the role of crony capitalism in the modern world.

9.

Explain the nature of crony capitalism.

10. Explain the democratic movements of Nepal
11. Discuss the democratic movements in Bhutan
12. Write about the democratic movements in Afghanistan.
13. Bring out different phases of democratic movements in Egypt.
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14. Explain the democratic movements in Libya
15. Discuss about the democratic movements in Syria.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Discuss the importance and political implications of
liberalisation.

2.

Describe the importance of privatisation and its political
implications.

3.

Explain the meaning and importance of globalisation and bring
out its political implications.

4.

What is crony capitalism? What are its effects on modern
governments?

5.

Describe the democratic movements of Nepal.

6.

How democratic movements ushered

7.

Give an assessment of democratic movements in Afghanistan?

8.

Give an account of historical democratic movement in Egypt.

9.

Analyse the new democratic movements in Libya.

in Bhutan.

10. Write a note on the democratic movements in Syria.
*****
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UNIT -8
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND SYSTEM
A.

International Relations and System
8.A.1. Meaning, Definition & Importance
8.A.2. Concepts of International Relations
8.A.3. Development of International Political System
8.A.4. Bi- polar, Uni-polar and Multi-polar world

B.

International and Regional organizations.
8.B.1. Meaning, Definition and Development.
8.B.2. India and the U.N
8.B.3 India and the ASEAN
8.B.4 India and the SAARC
8.B.5 India and the BRICS

“If civilization is killed in the nearest future, it will not be killed by
famine or plague, but by foreign policy and International relations”.
-K.W. Deutsch
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To know the expanding scope of politics at the world stage

2.

To know the prominence of India in International Politics

3.

To understand the concept of International Relations

4.

To know the genesis of Global organizations

5.

To know how the International System operates

8.1 Meaning, Definition & Importance:
International Relations is a dynamic discipline which tries to explain
political activities across the state boundaries. Its transition is followed
by developments in international system. It was practiced in ancient
Greece, Egypt, China and India. They evolved a set of code of conduct of
these relations which were based on morality. But these rules were not
strictly observed by the states. The 17th century marked the beginning of
the international relations. The improvements in the field of transport
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and communication and the industrial revolution brought states closer
and contributed to the development of international relations.
The term “international” was used for the first time by Jeremy
Bentham in the later part of the 18th century with regard to the laws of
nations. The term international relations were used to define the official
relations between the sovereign states.
“The study of international relations is not a Science with which we
solve problems of international life. At its best it is an objective and
systematic approach to those problems”.
- Palmer & Perkins
“International relations are the study of all forms of interactions
that exist between members of separate entities or nations within the
international system”
- Ola Joseph
International relation is concerned with all the exchange
transactions, contracts, flow of information and the resulting behavioural
response between and among separate organized societies. International
relations could encompass many different activities such as social,
economic, religious and others.
According to H.J. Morgenthau, power is the key to international
relations. He viewed that international relations are the subjects that
deal with those relations among nations which involve power status.
External developments constantly influence the domestic policies. Nations
are compelled to enter into dialogues, form alliances with other nations.
This is to ensure the power and prestige of nations in the international
system.
It is of immense importance for the student of international relations
to understand that the world of today is marked by two factors. One is to
do with the nature of power in the nuclear age and the other concerned
with the interdependence of mankind.
Importance of the International Relations:
1.

The study of International Relation enables us to understand the
basic policies and principles which contribute to the international
sphere.
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2.

It provides concrete solutions for international problems, by means
of dialogues, bilateral, multilateral, mutual co-operations and the
like.

3.

It substitutes internationalism to narrow nationalism which delimits
the boundaries of states.

4.

It avoids the war, military actions or alliances, and international
conflicts.

5.

It considers the acceptance of the principles of collective security
and disarmament, world peace and progress.

6.

It creates global feeling among the citizens of the world and promotes
universal brotherhood.

8.2. Concepts of International Relations:
The core concepts of International Relations are:
1.

State Sovereignty

2.

National Power

3.

National Interest

4.

Power blocs

5.

Polarity

6.

Balance of power

1.

State Sovereignty:

Jean Bodin has described the concept of sovereignty in his work ‘De
Republica’ (1576). He emphasizes on the state sovereignty within their
territorial jurisdiction. It is the obligation of sovereign states to respect
the sovereignty of other states. No state can dictate others and all states
are equal in matters of status, dignity and honour. Based on dependence
and interdependence among states, they are gaining and loosing
sovereignty. For instance India under the British imperialism lost its
sovereignty and gained state hood in 1947. Likewise, many of the AfroAsian nations also got liberated from colonialism. Iraq during the Gulf
war in 1990 is an example for aggression on the sovereignty.
2.

National Power:

The concept of national power is the sum total of the strength and
capabilities of state harnessed and applied to the advancement of its
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national interests and the attainment of its national objectives. It
encompasses population, territory, and military preparedness, national
character, economic and political power.
3.

National Interest:

National interest is the action of the state in relation to other states.
As Frankel opined, it refers to the aspirations of the state. The determinants
of national interest are qualities of personalities and ideals of decision
makers.
4.

Power Blocs:

With the beginning of the Cold War, two power blocs emerged i.e.
USA and USSR. President of US Harry S. Truman believed in the spread
of democracy which comes under Truman Doctrine, whereas the Warsaw
Pact under Soviet policy sought the spread of Communism. Capitalistic
ideology spread in UK, France, Germany. It paves the way for the creation
of power blocks on the basis of idealogy in the world.
5.

Polarity:

In international relations Polarities refers to the arrangement of power
within the international system. The concept arose from bipolarity during
the Cold War between the two super powers. The disintegration of the
USSR has led to uni polarity with the United States as the superpower.
With rapid economic growth of china from 2010, it became the world’s
second-largest economy, combined with the respectable international
position, china emerged as a major power in the multi-polar world.
6.

Balance of Power:

The concept of Balance of power refers to relative power position of
states as actors in international relations, with its emphasis on the
cultivation of power and the utilization of power for resolving the problem.
Morgenthau used the term Balance of Power as an approximately equal
distribution of power. It is an inseparable part of the power politics.
8.3 Development of International Political Systems:
The history of international political system is traced back to the
peace Treaty of West Phalia (1648) and the Treaty of Utrecht (1713).
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In 19th century the European countries set the platform to understand
the need for international political system. It gradually spread to other
parts of the world. This development led to the establishment of
international organization. In the mean while, the outbreak of First World
War intensified the need for an organization of international character.
As a result, the League of Nations came into existence in 1920.
The League of Nations:
To protect the world from the destruction of war and restoration of
peace, the League of Nations came in to existence. It was founded on the
heritage of ideas and experience of the world leaders. The league was a
real organization with a legal entity, organs and agencies of its own.
President Woodrow Wilson was the architect of this organization.
The League had three organs:
1.

Assembly

2.

Council

3.

International Secretariat

It was an organized association of world states for the purpose of
international Co-operation, settlement of disputes and prevention of future
wars. Its covenant provided a number of agencies for the promotion of
health, education and economic development as means to cement
international co-operation and good will and thereby preventing wars.
But its failure of preventing the 2nd world war lost its existence.
The United Nations:
The UN came into existence at San Francisco on 24th Oct. 1945 after
the failure of the League of Nations. An extensive and complex organization
has evolved to deal with vast range of undertakings. The UN has been
entrusted with heavy responsibilities for the maintenance of international
peace and Security.
The United Nations Charter was signed by 51 countries including
India. The UN charter consists of 19 chapters, 111 Articles and its
headquarters is situated in New York. There are six official languages
(Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish and Arabic) recognized by
the UN.
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UN Secretary General
Ban-Ki-Moon

Objective of the UN:
The objectives of United Nations are incorporated in Art.1 of the UN
Charter.
They are 1.

To maintain international peace and security

2.

To Develop friendly relations among the nations

3.

To seek co operation in solving international economic, social cultural
and humanitarian problems

4.

To cooperate in promoting respect for

5.

To maintain freedom for all without discrimination on the basis of
race, sex, languages or religion.

human rights.

Basic principles mentioned in Art. 2 of the Charter are
1.

The UN is based on the sovereign equality of all its members.

2.

All members shall fulfill in good faith the UN Charter obligations.

3.

They shall settle international disputes by peaceful means.

4.

No member country act against the UN Charter or use of force against
other states.

5.

They have to extend all help to the action taken by the UN.
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6.

The UN shall ensure that states who are not members act in
accordance with the principles of UN.

7.

The UN shall not intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdiction
of any state.

Membership:
The present members of United Nations are 193. There are two kinds
of members in the UN. According to Art 3, there are original 51 members
who had signed in earlier Declaration by UN on 1st January, 1942 and
signed the Charter and ratified it. Subsequently, other members are
elected under Art 4 of the Charter by the General Assembly on the
recommendations of the Security Council of the UN. Membership of the
UN is open to all peace loving countries which accept the principles of
the UN.
Organs:
The Charter provides for six organs. They are, i) General Assembly
ii) Security council iii) Economic and social council iv) Trusteeship council
v) The International court of Justice and vi) Secretariat.
1.

General Assembly:

The General Assembly is the paramount and main organ of the UN.
It is composed of all the members (193) of the UN. Although each country
can send five representatives with single vote, Important matters are
decided by 2/3rd majority by this world legislative body. General Assembly
performs deliberative, supervisory, financial elective and constituent
functions through its several committees. Annual session is usually
convened in September and further sessions are held as per requirment.
There is also provision for special sessions and emergency sessions.
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Dr. Manmohan Singh and Sri S.M. Krishna in UN General Assembly

2.

Security Council:

The Security Council is often described as the enforcement wing
(world executive body). It is the most powerful organ of the UNO. Its
main responsibility is to maintain world peace and security. It consists of
15 members. Five of them are permanent members (UK, USA, Russia,
France, and China) while the other ten are non-permanent members for
a term of two years. Permanent members have “Veto-power”. Ten Nonpermanent members are represented by the elected representatives who
are elected by the General Assembly.
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The Security Council is entrusted with the responsibility of
maintaining international peace and security. It has powers to discuss,
investigate and make recommendations in this regard. The member states
are called upon to settle disputes by peaceful means. It is empowered to
decide the measures to be taken to restore international peace. It also
recommends the person to be appointed as Secretary General to the
General Assembly. A military committee has been set up to assist the
Security Council. The UN has its own Peace Keeping Force. Each member
of the Security Council has one vote. The decisions of Security Council
are binding on all UN members.
3.

The International Court of Justice: (ICJ)

It is the judicial organ of the UN. It was set up to settle the
International disputes in conformity with justice and international law.
It’s headquarters is situated in The Hague. The members of the UN are
also the members of the International Court of Justice. However, the
non-members can become the party to the statute of the ICJ.
The International Court of Justice consists of 15 judges elected by
the General Assembly and the Security Council by an absolute majority.
They belong to different member countries who are highly reputed
international law experts. Their term of office is 9 years. They enjoy
diplomatic privileges. The expenditure of the Court is borne by the UN.
The President and Vice President are elected from amongst themselves
for a period of three years. They may be reelected. The salary and pension
of the judges is determined by the General Assembly.
4.

The UN Secretariat:

The Secretariat was established to carry on the administrative
functions of the UN. It consists of international staff headed by the
‘Secretary General’. He is the Chief administrative officer of the UN. He
is appointed for a period of five years. He is appointed by the General
Assembly on the recommendations of Security Council. His term can be
extended by another five years. The present Secretary General Mr. BanKi-Moon took office on 1st January 2007. On 21st June 2011, he was
unanimously re-elected by the General Assembly and will continue to
serve until 31st December 2016.
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The main functions of the Secretary General are;
1.

He controls and directs the UN Secretariat.

2.

Acts as a Secretary for all the organs of the UN.

3.

Prepares the Annual budget of the UN.

4.

Visits the member countries on official purposes.

5.

He prepars UN annual reports and present at the UN General
Assembly.

It is the Secretariat that helps the machinery of the UN.
deal of effectiveness of the UN depends on its efficiency.
5.

A great

The Economic and Social Council:

The objective of the UN is to achieve Co-operation in solving
international issues of economic, social, cultural and humanitarian
character. This is entrusted to the Economic and Social Council. It consists
of 54 members elected by the General Assembly for a period of three
years. On the basis of geographical representation 1/3rd of the members
retire every year. The council elects its own President for one year and it
meets at least thrice a year. The council has set up various, commissions,
committees, ad-hoc committees and special bodies (FAO, WHO, ILO,
UNESCO, IMF) through which it works.
6.

Trusteeship Council:

Trusteeship council was set up to handle and administer ‘Trust
Territories’. But this council was suspended on 1st November 1994 with
the independence the Republic of Palau, the last UN Trust Territory has
become non-functional.
8.4 Bi- Polar, Uni-Polar and Multi-Polar World:
Polarity is the distribution of powers within the international system.
It describes the nature of powers at any given time.
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Three types of polarities are found in the world politics. It is
dependent on the distribution of power and influence of states in a region.
They are,
1.

Uni-polarity,

2.

Bi-polarity,

3.

Multi-polarity,

Uni-polarity:
Uni-polarity in international politics is concentration of power in
which one state exercises most of the cultural, economic, and military

Unit - 8 : International Relations And System

191

influence. In the Uni-polar system, a great power exercises supremacy
with no competition. Uni polarity existed in the post cold war period. The
United States is the only country in the early 21st century that possesses
the ability to project military power on a global scale. In the aftermath of
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.
Bipolarity:
Bipolarity is the distribution of power in which two powers have the
majority of economic, military, and cultural influence at the global level.
Tto gain superiority, both the powers struggle. During the peak of the
Cold War, both the United States and the Soviet Union were in bipolar
world politics. The bipolar system, can extend to a larger system by
means of alliances or organizations.
In both the World Wars, majority of the countries especially Europe,
the United States headed nations and Japan, Germany, Italy had been
divided into two respective spheres – one being the Axis and other being
the Allies.
Multi-polarity:
Multi-polarity is a distribution of power in which more than two
nation-states are in the fray almost equal in military, cultural, and
economic spheres. Multi-polar systems are more stable than bipolar
systems, as great powers can gain power through alliances. This tends to
have many shifting alliances until one of two things happen. Either a
balance of power is struck, or neither side wants to attack the other. One
of the major implications of international system with any number of
poles, including a multi-polar system, is that, international decisions will
often be made for strategic reasons to maintain balance of power rather
than out of ideological or historical reasons.
INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS
Meaning, Definition, Origin and Development.
International Organizations are increasingly significant for
international policy-making and the process of the globalization. Realists
maintain that international organizations are basically a reflection of the
distribution of power in the world. Whereas, Liberalists consider that the
institutionalism remains state centric. They create and implement rules,
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set their own agendas, and construct social norms based on their
knowledge and expertise.
International organizations are established by formal political
agreements between the nations. It is based on common purpose and do
not have territorial limitations. They have the status of international
treaties and their existence is recognized by law.
According to Potter “International organization means the aggregate
of procedures and organs for expressing the unification of nations.”
Michael Wallace and David Singer advocated that an international
organization must consist of at least two qualified members of the
international system and created by a formal instrument of agreement
between the governments of nation states. Modern age is the age of
international co-operation. No state can live in isolation. To ensure
systematic relations between various states, agencies and methods of
international cooperation these organizations have emerged. The origin
of the international organization can be traced back to ancient Greece.
Where the Amphictyonic League was established in the early 6th century
BC, with a view to regulate the interstate relations, to avoid war and to
promote unity among nations. The next important milestone in the
development of international organization is the Treaty of Westphalia
(1648), the peace of Utrecht (1713), the Congress of Vienna (1815) ,the
Hague conference (1907) played a major role in the creation of
international organization. Later on, the important agencies and unions
like - European Commission (1856), Universal Postal Union (1875),
International Office of Health (1903), International Institute of Agriculture
(1905) and others were established.
The notable international organization, the League of Nations was
established after the First World War on 10th January 1920. To resolve
international disputes, to promote international co-operation and to
ensure the fulfillment of accepted international obligations. Finally, the
League of Nations failed due to its structural weaknesses. But this does
not undermine its contribution to the growth of international organization.
The mere fact that the United Nations created after the Second World
War was largely based on the League of Nations. The United Nations
Organization was formed in 1945. The United Nations deals with all three
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major international issues: collective security and peace, economic and
social development, and international law and human rights.
To have control over international organization, many countries have
come together and formed groups such as the G-5, G-7, G-8 and G-20.
They meet regularly to fulfill their aims to influence the international
agenda, set directions and tasks.
Regional Organizations:
Regional organisations are fast becoming an important and effective
new scene for political and economic interaction in the world. Regionalism
is a common sense of identity and purpose. It is combined with the creation
and implementation of institutions that express a particular identity and
shape collective action within the region. The term regionalism is a flexible
one to a particular region in world arena, e.g. the Atlantic region, the
Baltic region, the Middle East region, the South east and the South
Asian region. It is a formal association of sovereign states of particular
region with permanent organisation.
As Joseph Nye “Regionalism is as an organization of the inter-state
associations or groupings on the basis of regions”.
According to Bhoutros Bhoutros Ghali, “Regionalism as an
organization of a permanent character, grouping in a geographically
determined region of more than two states”.
The end of Cold War paved the way for regional organizations on the
basis of regionalism .The UN charter stressed the role of regional
organizations to maintain the international peace and security.
These organizations represent groups of states sharing geographical,
political, economic and socio-cultural interests. Eg .The Arab League in
1945, The European Economic Community(EEC) in 1958, The
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in 1960, The
organization of African Union (OAU) in 1963.
The European Union (EU) provided the economic model for other
regional organizations such as The Association of South East Asian
Nations
(ASEAN) in 1969 and The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) in 1985.
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India and the United Nations:

India signed as a original founding member of UN

Establishment:
The most representative inter-governmental organization of the world
is the United Nations. It has made enormous contributions in maintaining
international peace and security, promoting cooperation among states
and international development.
India was among the original 51 members of the United Nations
that signed the Declaration by United Nations.
India’s role in the United Nations:
Independent India viewed its membership of the United Nations a
guarantee for maintaining international peace and security. The UN

Indo-UN relations
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membership has also served as an opportunity for leadership in world
affairs. India stood at the forefront during the UN’s tumultuous years of
struggle against colonialism, apartheid, global disarmament and creation
of more equitable international economic order.
India is undertaking sincere steps to find ways to adopt these
challenges. An integral part of such efforts is collective action and
adoption of multilateral approaches in resolving transnational issues
under the auspices of the United Nations.
Since 1954, India took a leading part in securing political Sanctions
against the racialist regime of South Africa. In 1965, it supported the UN
Sponsored economic boycott of Rhodesia. (Ethiopia) It gave full support
to the Angolan liberation movement and to the cause of Independence of
Namibia.
The United Nations Peace Keeping Force (UNPKF):
the

India is committed to assist the UN by providing military troops for
maintenance of international peace and security to the UNPKF.

India has deputed more than one lakh troops to participate in plenty
of Peace Keeping Missions since 1950. E.g. Korea (1950-54), Middle
East (1956-67), Congo (1960-64), Somalia (1993-94), Afghanistan (1993),
Haiti (1993), Angola (1989-1999), Ethiopia-Eritrea (2006-08), Lebanon
(1998), Ivory Coasta (UNOCI) (2004), South Sudan (2013-14).

The United Nations Peace Keeping Force in operation

The high standards of performance maintained consistently by the
Indian troops and policemen deployed on UN Missions under challenging
circumstances have won them high regard worldwide.
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Environment:
India is among the top 12 mega centers of the world in terms of its
genetic diversity. It has a wide range of geo-climatic conditions and a
rich and varied flora and fauna, a long standing tradition of environment
sensibility and concern. It is committed to a global partnership that
simultaneously seeks to protect the environment while addressing
requirements and aspirations of the developing countries.
India has consistently played an important role in the evolution of
an international consensus to tackle major global environmental issues.
It was an active participant in the process leading up to and culminating
in the convening of the United Nations conference on Environment and
development in Stock Holm in 1972 and Rio de Janeiro in 1992. These
summits discussed about Global Warming and Green House effect. The
UN convention on protection of ecology and the Kyoto Protocol came into
effect in 2005.
Human Rights:
The General Assembly of the United Nations adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) on 10th December 1948. It was
proclaimed as a common standard of achievement for all people of all
nations. India is a signatory to the six core human rights covenants and
also the two Optional Protocols to the Convention of the Rights of the
Child.
The National Commission for Human Rights (NHRC), established in
India in 1993, serves as an autonomous body for the protection of Human
Rights in the country. It creates awareness of the rights guaranteed by
the Constitution.
THE UN AGENCIES:
India also played an active role in setting up of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and calling for the
creation of a New International Economic Order (NIEO). India is a member
of The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), International Labour Organization (ILO), World Health
Organisation (WHO), Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), United
Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund( UNICEF), United
Nations Development Programmes (UNDP), United Nations International
Development Organization (UNIDO) etc.
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The United Nations Team is committed to working with partners to
help achieve the Government of India’s inclusive, sustainable and
equitable development priorities by introducing innovative ways of tackling
problems, proposing evidence-based policy options and promoting
adherence to international norms and standards.
International cricket sensation Sachin Tendulkar has become
UNICEF Ambassador for South Asia during a signing ceremony in
Mumbai, India on 28th November 2013. In this capacity Mr. Tendulkar
supports UNICEF’s work in promoting hygiene and sanitation in South
Asia. After sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia is the region with the highest
number of under-five deaths: 2.3 million in 2011. In this region, 39 per
cent of children under the age of five are stunted. South Asia is also the
region with the highest number of people without toilets, more than 680
million people are not using toilets.
INDIA AND THE ASEAN:
Establishment:
The ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), was established
on 8th August 1967 in Bangkok of Thailand, with the signing of the ASEAN
Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by the founding fathers of ASEAN,
viz. Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. Brunei
(1984), Vietnam (1995), Lao PDR and Myanmar (1997), and Cambodia
(1999), entered as tenth Member State of ASEAN.
India’s liberalization Policy was initiated in 1990s and since then,
India’s relationship with ASEAN remains one of the cornerstones of Indian
foreign policy and the very foundation of our Look East Policy.
India became a Sectoral dialogue partner of ASEAN in 1992, which
was upgraded to full dialogue partnership in 1996. Since 2002, India
had annual Summits with ASEAN are going on.
The ASEAN Vision 2020, adopted by the ASEAN Leaders on the
30th Anniversary of ASEAN, agreed on a shared vision of ASEAN as a
concert of Southeast Asian nations, outward looking, living in peace,
stability and prosperity, bonded together in partnership in dynamic
development and in a community of caring societies.
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Functional co-operation:

ASEAN was seen by India as a rapidly growing region with enormous
potential. It could become a major source of capital, relevant technology,
market and a partner in areas of respective core competencies (IT, Biotech
and the other areas of knowledge from India, tourism and some service
sectors from ASEAN). It views India as a major emerging market and a
source of knowledge, education and HRD related resources.
ASEAN-India functional cooperation is diverse and includes
cooperation across a range of sectors, such as trade, science & technology,
agriculture, environment, human resource development, space science,
new and renewable energy, information and communication technology,
telecommunications, transport and infrastructure, tourism culture,
health and pharmaceuticals.
2.

Economic Cooperation:

On the economic front, volume of trade and investment flows between
ASEAN and India has been increasing at a healthy pace, but remains
relatively low compared to other dialogue partners of ASEAN. It happens
to be India’s the fourth-largest trading partner after the EU, the United
States and China.
Acknowledging this trend and recognizing the economic potential of
closer linkages, both sides recognized the opportunities for deepening
trade and investment ties, and agreed to negotiate a framework agreement
to pave the way for the establishment of an ASEAN–India Free Trade Area
(FTA).
The ASEAN-India FTA will see tariff liberalization of over 90 percent
of products traded between the two dynamic regions, including the
so-called “special products,” such as palm oil (crude and refined), coffee,
black tea and pepper. Tariffs on over 4,000 product lines will be eliminated
at the earliest by 2016.
3.

Peace and Security Cooperation:

In the political sphere, India has been actively participating in various
consultative meetings under dialogue and cooperation frameworks
initiated by ASEAN, such as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN
Defence Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus) and Expanded ASEAN
Maritime Forum. In demonstrating its commitment and shared interest
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in promoting peace, security, stability and development in the region.
The ASIAN is the forum for promoting peace, stability and prosperity in
the dynamic Asia pacific region. ASEAN and India commemorated the
20th anniversary of dialogue-level partnership and the 10th anniversary
of Summit-level partnership with a Commemorative Summit in New Delhi
under the theme ‘ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace and Shared
Prosperity’ in December 2012.
The Leaders also adopted the ‘ASEAN-India Vision Statement’, which
charts the future of ASEAN-India cooperation.

(L-R) Philippines’ President Benigno Aquino, Singapore’s Prime
Minister Lee HsienLoong, Vietnam’s Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung, India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah and Myanmar’s President
TheinSein at the 11th ASEAN

4.

Tourism sector:

The 4th ASEAN-India Tourism Ministers Meeting was held in Vietnam
in January 2013, where a Protocol to amend the MOU on Strengthening
Tourism Cooperation between ASEAN and India was signed and the
ASEAN-India tourism website (www.indiaasean.org) was launched. Visa
on arrival facility is extended to 7 ASEAN countries (Lao, Cambodia,
Vietnam, Myanmar, Singapore, Indonesia and Philippines).
ASEAN and India are also working on enhancing private sector
engagement. Details on the re-activation of the ASEAN-India Business
Council (AIBC), the holding of the ASEAN-India Business Summit (AIBS)
and an ASEAN-India Business Fair (AIBF), are being worked out by officials.
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Summit level cooperation:

At the third ASEAN- India summit in Vietnam in November 2004,
ASEAN and India, signed partnership for peace, progress and shared
prosperity.
The Sixth summit level meeting held in November 2007. India
announced setting up of an India –ASEAN green fund with an initial
contribution of US $ 5 million to support activities relating to climate
change.
At the seventh ASEAN-India Summit held in October 2009, India
announced a contribution of USD 50 million to ASEAN-India Cooperation
Fund to support implementation of the ASEAN-India Plan of Action 201015, which envisages cooperation in a range of sectors in the political,
economic and socio-cultural spheres for deepening and intensifying
ASEAN-India cooperation.
The 11th ASEAN-India Summit October 2013, attended by Heads
of Government of the member states and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
welcomed India’s ‘Look East’ policy and the decision to set up a separate
mission for the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and a
full time resident Ambassador for the region. He pledged India’s support
to an association of ASEAN Economic Community in 2015.
The past three years have witnessed remarkable progress in the
implementation of the Plan of Action. The successful conduct of a large
number of activities and collaborative projects in a range of sectors covering
i.e. political, economic and socio-cultural security was made possible
through collective efforts by both ASEAN Member States and India.
INDIA AND THE SAARC:
(SOUTH AISAN ASSOCIATION FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION)
Establishment:
During 1960s and 70s the tendency towards regional arrangements
become much more despite many hurdles. The emergence of Bangladesh
and the Simla Agreement of 1972, became turning point towards the
regional cooperation.
President Zia-ur-Rahman discussed the issue of regional cooperation
with the Indian Prime Minister, Morarji Desai. He had also informally
discussed the idea of regional cooperation with the leaders of South Asian
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countries during the regional and international meetings. Several factors
seem to have influenced President Zia-ur-Rahman regarding the
establishment of a regional organization in South Asia during 1975-1979.
Between 1980 and 1983, four meetings at the Foreign Secretary level
took place to establish the principles of organization and identify areas
for cooperation. Several Foreign Ministers level meeting held between
1983 and 1985.
The first meeting of Foreign Minister in New Delhi held on 1st and
2nd of August, 1983. The then Prime Minister of India Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
described South Asia as troubled region, and said “I am glad we are
making a beginning, we have our political differences, but economic
cooperation will give a strong impetus to closer friendship and greater
stability in south Asia. With unity we can hope to move ahead future
freedom, peace and prosperity. She also warned that we should be ever
vigilant against the attempt of external powers influencing our
functioning." SAARC marks the establishment of an association to
promote and develop cooperation. Finally, the first summit meeting of
the Heads of State or Government of South Asian countries was held at
Dhaka on 7th and 8th of December 1985. President Zia - Ur - Rehman is
called as founding father of SAARC for his contribution. Its members are
Eight countries of South Asia Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. In 2010 Afghanistan became
the 8th member of the SAARC. Six observers of SAARC are China, Japan,
European Union, Republic of Korea, United States, and Iran. Its head
quarter situated in Katmandu of Nepal, the Secretary General will lookafter
the routine administration.
India’s Cooperation with SAARC:
The changing realities of a globalizing world have prompted India to
accept countries from outside the region to become observers of SAARC
and also stop treating South Asia as its exclusive backyard in which it
would only pursue bilateral interaction and not brook any outside
intervention.
In the rapidly changing global environment, regional integration in
south Asia has assumed a new strategic significance. As the largest
economy of the South Asian region, it is imperative and right time for
India to inculcate an environment of trust among SAARC partners. India
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stands to gain substantially from greater economic integration in the
region.

File photo of 1st SAARC Summit held at Dhaka in 1985

During the First SAARC Summit Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, the Prime Minister
of India opined that “International economic institutions are in disarray,
the consensus on development has broken down. But all seven of us
continue to be confronted with formidable problems of poverty, illiteracy,
malnutrition and disease. We have to overcome these problems in a highly
adverse external environment” thus, he emphasized the core issue of
economic development in the South Asian region with joint efforts.
The informal talks between the Indian and Pakistani Prime Ministers
at the 2nd SAARC Summit meeting at Bangalore, India in November 1986
led to the diffusion of tension between the two countries on the issue of
India’s military exercise, Operation Brasstacks, on the Indo-Pakistan
border, and the India-Sri Lankan talks at the 1987 SAARC foreign
ministers’ meeting led to their accord on the Tamil problem.
In the declaration of the Eighth SAARC Summit in May 1995, in
New Delhi, the Member States noted that while the international
community had successfully created a norm against chemical and
biological weapons, it had, unfortunately, been un-able to do the same
with regard to nuclear weapons. They expressed the conviction that more
needed to be done and at a far greater pace.
India is committed to fastering the sense of a South Asian Identity
through the SAARC process, enhancing mutual confidence in multiple
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areas and in trying to leverage India’s rapid economic growth into winwin arrangements with her neighbours.

The change perhaps started in about 2002 in India, has gained
momentum since India acquired the Chairmanship of SAARC in April
2007. Among several factors that are perhaps responsible for this positive
movement, the more important one is the acceleration in economic growth
in all major regional economies specially India.
1.

SAARC Regional Centres :

There are Nine SAARC Regional Centres located in various member
countries. India is supporting for all the regional level cooperation within
the region. India is having two regional centres. They are,
1.

SAARC Documentation Centre (SDC) in New Delhi.

2.

SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) in New Delhi.
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SAARC Development Fund (SDF):

The primary objectives’ of the SDF is to promote the welfare of the
people of SAARC Region, To improve the quality of life, and To accelerate
economic growth, social progress and poverty alleviation in the SAARC
region. India has been one of the major contributors to the SAARC
Development Fund. The Fund has three areas of action on social, economic
and infrastructure. India has offered US$ 100 million for the SAARC
Fund to be utilized for projects in other SAARC countries. In the context
of SAARC, India has also contributed to projects on natural disasters,
endemics in particular HIV/AIDS and Avian Flu and terrorism.
3.

Economic Cooperation:

The Agreement on SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA)
was signed in 1993 and four rounds of trade negotiations have been
concluded. With the objective of moving towards a South Asian Economic
Union (SAEU), the Agreement on South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
was signed during the Twelfth Summit in Islamabad in January 2004.
The Sixth South Asian Economic Summit held in Sri Lanka on 4th
September 2013. India being an important member of the group initiated
a step to ensure that the nations go beyond the rhetoric and make the
Summit meaningful in the future. Creation of Export Promotion Zones
and Special Economic Zones in each SAARC member country as pointed
out by industrial bodies which enhances investment and will encourage
intra-SAARC investments.
4.

People-to-People Contacts:

In order to achieve a people- to- people contacts, a number initiatives
have been taken under the apex bodies of the SAARC. Like SAARCLAW
(an association for persons of the legal communities of SAARC countries),
The SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), The Governors
of the Central Banks of member states SAARCFINANCE,
For strengthening cooperation in information and media related
activities of the Association, the Heads of National Television and Radio
Organizations of member countries meet annually. The SAARC AudioVisual Exchange (SAVE) Committee disseminates information both on
SAARC and its Member States through regular Radio and TV Programmes.
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Educational Cooperation:

At the Thirteenth SAARC Summit held in November 2005 in Dhaka,
India proposed to create a Centre of Excellence, in the form of a South
Asian University (SAU), which can provide world class facilities and
professional faculty to students and researchers drawn from each country
of the region. The south Asian university is established in India, it is
facilitating many south Asian students’ community for their higher
education. The First Academic Session of SAU commenced on 26 August
2010 .
6.

Terrorism:

The Heads of State or Government during summit meetings
underscored the importance of controlling terrorism in the region, calling
on deepened cooperation and improvements on implementing the SAARC
Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism and the Additional
Protocol to the SAARC Regional Convention. India continued to stress
the importance of achieving a Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism.
SAARC Home Ministers met in Maldives in 26 September 2013 to
bolster regional cooperation in combating the menaces of terrorism, drug,
trafficking organized crimes, and maritime security and piracy.
India and BRICS
BRICS: (BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA AND SOUTH AFRICA)
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Establishment :
BRICS is an association of five major emerging economies viz., Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa. The BRICS members are either
developing or newly industrialized are distinguished by their large, fastgrowing economies and significant influence on regional and global affairs.
BRICS meetings:
The leaders of RIC countries – Russian President Vladimir Putin,
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, and Chinese President Hu
Jintao – held the first summit in St. Petersburg July 17, 2006, Lateron,
Brazil joined the summit meeting.
The Foreign Ministers of the initial four BRIC states (Brazil, Russia,
India, and China) met in New York in September 2006, beginning a
series of high-level meetings. Foreign Ministers, who had talks in October
2007 decided to formalize collaboration in a number of areas and to
appoint their supervisors.
They signed for agricultural development, the prevention of natural
calamities and elimination of their aftermath, and promotion of healthcare
as the most promising areas. Cooperative efforts are supervised by China,
Russia and India respectively. Various events are organized in these fields,
including contacts among the appropriate agencies of power and trilateral conferences of experts.
The full fledged diplomatic meeting was held in its first summit
Yekaterinburg, Russia, on 16 June 2009 with BRIC Leaders, Luiz Inacio
Lula da silva, Dmitry Medvedev, Manmohan singh and Hu Jintao with
respective BRIC nations. The summit focussed was on the means of
improving the global economic situation and reforming financial
institutions, and discussed how the four countries could better cooperate
in the future. There was further discussion of ways that developing
countries, such as the BRIC members, could become more involved in
global affairs.
Entry of South Africa:
In 2010, South Africa began to join the BRIC organisation and the
process for its formal admission began in August. South Africa officially
became a member on 24th December 2010 in 2nd summit after being
formally invited by the BRIC countries to join the group. The group was
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renamed BRICS In April 2011, the president of South Africa, Jacob
Zuma, attended the 2011 BRICS 3rd summit in Sanyo of China, as a full
member.
Developments:
The BRICS Forum, an independent international organization
encouraging commercial, political and cultural cooperation between the
BRICS nations, was formed in 2011.
In June 2012 the BRICS nations pledged $75 billion to boost the
lending power of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). However, this
loan was conditional on IMF voting reforms. In March 2013, during the
fifth BRICS summit in Durban, South Africa, the member countries agreed
to create a global financial institution which they intended to rival the
western-dominated IMF. After the summit, the BRICS stated that they
planned to finalize the arrangements for this new Development Bank by
2014.
IMF data suggests that the BRIC countries’ aggregate share in the
global GDP is growing. While standing at 8% in 2000, it rose to 12% in
2007.
The 4th summit held on 9th April 2012 in New Delhi of India. The 5th
BRICS summit was held in Durban of South Africa, in March 2013.
Leaders had agreed to set up a new International Development Bank.
The BRICS Foreign Ministers met on 26 September 2013 on the
margins of the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly.
The Ministers congratulated the South African Presidency and appreciated

208

II PUC - Political Science

the good pace of implementation of the Action Plan. The Ministers
exchanged their points of view on the following issues of the United
Nations agenda.
They expressed their full support to the efforts of the UN-Arab League
Representative Lakhdar Brahimi to help in finding a solution to the
political crisis. The Ministers thanked Brazil for the briefing on the plans
and preparations for the 6th BRICS Summit was held in Brazil in 2014.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the 6th BRICS summit
and ecided with the BRICS leaders to established BRICS Development
Bank at Shanghai in China. Mr. K.V. Kamath of Karnataka became the
first Chairman of the Bank. The leaders have decided to held 7th summit
in Russia in 2015.
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1.

Indentify the nations and their geographical position on the world
map.

2.

Watch SAVE Programme on TV.

3.

Prepare a chart showing USSR & Russia after disintegration.

4.

Collect any 50 National Flags of the members of the UN.
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS :
1.

What is the meaning of international relations?

2.

Who used the term international relations for the first time?

3.

Name the work of Jean Bodin.

4.

What is National Power?

5.

What is power blocs?

6.

What is Balance of Power?

7.

When the peace of West Phalia did take place?

8.

When did the UN come into existence?

9.

How many original members signed the UN charter?

10. Which article deals with the basic principles of the UN?
11. Write any one principles of the UN?
12. What is the strength of members of UN at present?
13. How many representatives can participate in the UN General
Assembly from each member’s country?
14. Which is the most powerful organ of the UN?
15. How many permanent members are in the Security Council?
16. Where is the International Court of Justice situated ?
17. Where is the UN head quarter located?
18. How many judges are there in International Court of Justice?
19. Name the present Secretary General of the UN?
20. What is Uni-polarity?
21. What is Bi-polarity?
22. What is Multi-polarity?
23. What is meant by international organisation?
24. What is meant by regional organisation?
25. Name any one regional organisation.
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26. Name any one agencies of the UN.
27. When was the ASEAN established?
28. How many members are there in ASEAN?
29. When did India became a dialogue partner of ASEAN.
30. When was the first INDIA-ASEAN annual summit held?
31. When was SAARC established?
32. Who is called as the founder of the SAARC?
33. Where is the SAARC Secretariat situated ?
34. How many members are there in the SAARC?
35. When did Afghanistan become a new member of the SAARC?
36. When was the first SAARC summit held?
37. Expand SAARC
38. Expand SAPTA
39. Expand SAVE.
40. How many members are there in BRICS?
41. In which year South Africa became a member of BRICS.
II.

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Define International relations.

2.

What is National Power?

3.

What is National Interest?

4.

What is a Power Bloc? Give example

5.

When did the peace of West Phalia and Utrcht treaty were
signed?

6.

Mention two objectives of the League of Nations.

7.

Write about the UN Charter.

8.

Write two objectives of the UN

9.

Name any two organs of the UN

10. State any two functions of General Assembly
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11. Name two permanent members of the Security Council?
12. Who appoints the Secretary General ? What is the term of office?
13. Define Regional organization.
14. Define Joseph Nye's definition on regionalism.
15. Name two agencies of the UN.
16. Name any two Missions of UNPKF
17. Write about the ASEAN- India Free Trade Agreement
18. Name any two members of the SAARC.
19. Name two SAARC summits which were held in INDIA.
20. Name any two member countries of BRICS.
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Write a brief note on International Relations?

2.

Bring out the importance of the International Relations?

3.

What are the concepts of International Relations?

4.

Explain the development of International System

5.

Write a note on the League of Nations.

6.

Give an account of the origin and growth of the UN

7.

What are the principles of the UN

8.

Bring out the role of the UN General Assembly.

9.

Write briefly on the UN Security Council.

10. Explain the role of the Economic and Social Council of the UN
11. Discuss on the polarity in the International Relations.
12. Write the meaning and definitions of international organisation.
13. Write a note on the growth of international organisations.
14. Write a note on origin and growth of regional organisations.
15. Write a note on India’s role in the U.N
16. Explain India’s contribution on UNPKF.
17. Write about the establishment of the ASEAN-India summit level
meetings.
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18. Write a note on five areas of cooperation within India-ASEAN.
19. Write briefly about the role of India in the establishment of the
SAARC
20. Explain any five areas of regional cooperation in the SAARC
region.
21. Explain briefly about India’s position in BRICS.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS.
1.

What is International Relations and describe its importance.

2.

Discuss the concepts of International Relations.

3.

Explain the structure of the United Nations and its functions.

4.

Describe the origin and development of the international
organizations

5.

Explain the meaning and definitions of the regional
organizations and its growth in international politics.

6.

Explain the major areas of co-operation of INDIA –the UN.

7.

Explain the areas of regional co-operation of SAARC.

8.

Describe the India- ASEAN areas of co-operation in detail.

9.

Explain the origin and development of India-BRICS summit
level meetings.
*****
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UNIT - 09
INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
1.

Introduction, Meaning and Importance

2.

Basic Principles of India’s Foreign Policy

3.

India’s Relation with USA, Russia, China, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka

“Where freedom is menaced or justice is threatened or where
aggression takes place… our policy is not neutralist but our policy is to
preserve and establish peace on firm grounds”
- Jawaharlal Nehru
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.

To know the meaning and importance of foreign policy

2.

To understand the basis for formulating foreign policy of India

3.

To know how India is extending the democratic principles in the
basic principles of its foreign policy.

4.

To analyse the recurrent issues of India and its neighbours

5.

To understand the Indias relation with other countries of the world.

6.

To understand the need to maintain good relationship with USA,
Russia & other countries.

9.1 Introduction, Meaning and Importance
In the modern world every independent nation has its own foreign
policy. No country can live in isolation. The policy which has been followed
by India with the other sovereign countries is known as foreign policy.
India too has a foreign policy and serves major goals such as national
interest and enlightened global concerns like peaceful co-existence, world
economic development, human rights and justice for all. India’s foreign
policy is based mainly on the Gandhian ideals of peace and non-violence.
The roots of Indian foreign policy are found in the ancient period,
particularly in the Buddhist literature and Kautilya’s Arthashastra.
Kautilya explains ‘Mitra’ or ‘Ally’ in Sapthanga theory, which represents
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the foreign policy and external sovereignty of a state. His ‘Mandala’
doctrine deals with the idea of ‘Balance of power’ among the countries.
‘Chandragupta Mourya’s alliance with king ‘Parvatika’ and ‘Samudra
Gupta’s fame which extended across the oceans with his military campaign
and conquests, Tippu Sultan of Mysore sought military help from Napoleon
Bonaparte of France to fight against the British, are some important
historical instances of foreign policy in ancient India.
The Indian National Congress (INC) was formed in 1885 to fight
against British imperialism. In the first session, a resolution was passed
against British aggression on Burma (Myanmar). In 1892, INC criticised
the British military activities within the national territory of India and
opposed the use of India as its base for the launching attacks on Tibet,
Afghanistan and other countries in 1904. INC declared its support to the
Irish freedom struggle and evolved its own international perspective and
policy by establishing Foreign Affairs Department under the leadership
of M.K.Gandhi, Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, V.K.Krishnamenon, Dr.
Ramamanohar Lohia. Jawaharlal Nehru was its chief spokesman. Thus
the Indian foreign policy was given a concrete shape.
The Delhi conference of INC (1923) adopted a historical resolution
by declaring that the foreign policy of British government in India did not
represent the opinion of Indians. The succeeding sessions of the INC
series of resolutions were passed against British imperialism in India.
Pandit Nehru’s participation in the conference of Anti-imperialist League
at Brussels (1927) was a land mark in the Indian foreign policy. His
historical presidential address at Faizpur Congress sessions (1936&1937)
focused him as a great leader. He concretized the ideas of Gandhi into
India’s foreign policy. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru emerged as the ‘Architect
of Indian foreign policy’ due to his untiring intellectual statesmanship.
These ideals are incorporated into Directive Principles of State Policy
(Art. 51) of the Indian Constitution. It states, “to endeavor to promote
international peace and security, to maintain just and honourable
relations between the nations to foster respect for international law and
treaty obligation and to encourage settlement of international disputes
by arbitrations”.
“Indian foreign policy is not foreign it is totally Indian and is rooted in
India’s realities”
- I K Gujral.
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“The first condition of a good foreign policy is a good domestic policy”
- Gladstone
Importance
1. External sovereignty :
The foreign policy of a nation represents its external sovereignty
and freedom. India adopted its own foreign policy after the emancipation
from British colonialism and emerged as a sovereign nation in the world.
2. Protection of National interest :
India’s foreign policy is born out of a country’s principles, interests
and objectives. It is the result of interplay of complex forces like history,
geography, domestic environment, ideology and the influence of national
leaders. It emphasizes the glory of Indian freedom struggle, importance
of India’s geographical location for its economic development and
patriotism.
3. Peace and non violence :
An important facet of India’s foreign policy is the concern for
Gandhian ideals of peace and non-violence. India achieved its
independence by using these weapons and succeeded in inspiring the
world.
4. Economic Development :
India’s foreign policy comprises of economic development and political
stability to ensure the unity and integrity of the country. National security
was conceived to prevent aggression or threat of aggression to protect the
independence, territorial integrity, self reliance and promote economic
independence.
5. Special interest on South Asia :
India believes in fostering friendly relations with her neighbours.
She Promotes good will, friendship and co-operation in the South Asian
region for mutual benefit. India opposes big power intervention or
interference in the internal affairs of South Asian region. India calls for
making Indian Ocean a Peaceful Zone to avoid big power naval
confrontation.
6. Against to the aggressive attitude :
India supports liberation movements, democratic struggles for
national independence and right of self determination. She is opposed to
imperialism, colonialism, racism, authoritarianism and militarism in the
world.
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Democratic Ideals :

India supports the Human Rights as a basic condition for a democratic
world and for egalitarian world. India believes in promotion of the principle
of Panchasheel and strengthening of Non Align Movement (NAM) and
Uunited Nations (UN) for easing global tension. This is to build a world
free from fear, hate, scarcity and inequality.
As P.V.Narasimha Rao rightly said, “On the foreign policy front,
India has been quite alert to the changing global scene… its relevance
has been greatly enhanced in the new context in which independence of
decision making is very important”
Free India visualized an era of equality among states in the world.
India wants friendly relations with all countries. Her wisdom in the
preparation of foreign policy is a role model to the rest of the world.
9.2 Basic Principles of India’s Foreign Policy
1.

Non-Alignment:

File photo of NAM leaders

The basic principles of Indian foreign policy are Non-Alignment. After
the II world war, the world was divided into two military blocs, one led by
USA and another by USSR. Many countries of the world became the
allies of these two military blocs. But India was not aligned to any of the
military blocs. India was the first country to speak of non alignment and
major contributor to the emergence of Non Align Movement. Jawaharlal
Nehru Prime Minister of India, Gen. Sukarno President of Indonesia,
Josif Broz Tito President of Yugoslavia, Kwame Nkrumah Prime Minister
of Ghana and Gamal Abdel Nasser Leader of Egypt were the founders of
this movement. The first Summit of NAM which was held at Belgrade,
Yugoslavia in 1961 with 25 member countries. At present it has 128
members. Recent NAM summit concluded in August 2012 at Tehran,
Iran. Venezuela will host the next 17th NAM summit in 2015.

Unit - 9 : India’s Foreign Policy

2.

217

Opposition to Imperialism and Colonialism

As a colony of the British over 200 years, India firmly stood in
opposition to any form of imperialism and colonialism. India played a
major role in liberating the newly independent countries of Asia and
Africa from colonial shackles. e.g. East Timor in South East Asia became
an independent country in 2002 from 450 years of colonial rule under
Portuguese. India supported its freedom struggle under the leadership
of Xanana Gusmao who became the First President of the country. India
has championed the cause of anti colonialism at the International Summits
and conferences.
As Nehru observed, “There is going to be no mere objection to that
(Imperialism), but active objection, an active struggle against any and
every form of colonialism in any part of the world”.
3.

Faith in the UN

As a founding member of UN, India has played a major role in
achieving world peace. India, as a major Democratic Country in the world
is collaborating with UN agencies viz. UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNIDO.
Indian foreign policy supports and regards UN as an agency for world
peace.
It has always advocated for peaceful settlement of international
disputes within the purview of UN. India has contributed its troops to
the UN Peace Keeping Force Operations in the tense and conflicted areas
and different regions, especially in difficult missions of the world, e.g.
the civil wars of Cambodia, Somalia, Mozambique, Ethiopia and Rwanda.
Over the years India contributed significantly to the functioning of the
UN by upholding the aims and objectives enumerated in the UN charter.
India is one of the front runners to become permanent member of UN
Security Council with Veto power. Brazil, Germany, Japan and South
Africa are among others.
4.

Fairness of means

With the inspiration of Gandhian ideas India has always emphasized
fair means in resolving international disputes. India has supported
peaceful and nonviolent methods and opposed the war, aggression and
power politics anywhere in the world. In the Asian Relations Conference,
New Delhi on 2nd April of 1947, Gandhi emphasized that he believed in
one world and said “if you want to give a message to the west, it must be
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the message of love and the message of truth”. Indian foreign policy
expresses full faith in peaceful means for the settlement of disputes.
India repudiates the use of force, it believes in peace achieved through
peaceful means- a good end through right and just means.
5.

Anti-aparthied and racial discrimination

India has stood by the principle of racial equality and opposes
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, caste, colour and sex. India
opposed and rejected the doctrine of white supremacy, it has been the
most outspoken critic of racism. Equal and honourable treatment of all
in the world is India’s goal. India is always against the policy of apartheid
followed in the South Africa and it broke off diplomatic relations with it
as a protest to racial discrimination. As Chairman of the UN special
committee on Apartheid from 1963 to 1994, India had played an effective
role in vigorously advocating the cause of social equality and support
given to the African National Congress(ANC) that had spear-headed the
mass movement against apartheid regime and racism. It has always been
active in fighting against the evil of apartheid.
6.

Panchsheel

Panchsheel continues to be another fundamental principle of Indian
foreign policy. An agreement signed between Indian Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and Chinese Prime Minister Zhou-en-Lai on April,
29th 1954, sought to govern the relationship between India and China on
the basis of five principles.

Jawaharlal Nehru and Zhou-en-Lai

1.

Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty.

2.

Mutual non aggression.
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3.

Mutual non interference in each other’s internal affairs.

4.

Equality and mutual benefits.

5.

Peaceful co-existence.
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It is a principle of peaceful co-existence with other nations, it guided
the basis of relationship between 1954-57 marked by numerous visits
and exchanges. This period is described as Sino-Indian honeymoon.
7.

Tie with the Commonwealth

Although India got its independence from British imperialism she
decided to remain within the Commonwealth of Nations. The British
Queen is the Head of the Commonwealth, it is made up of Britain and
other countries which had once been her colonies, Traditionally India
had many economic ties with UK and other member countries of
Commonwealth Association. In many Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meetings (CHOGM) strident declarations were passed
regarding the problems of social discrimination, apartheid, violation of
human rights and other issues of democracy in the member countries
and the world. The 23rd CHOGM was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in
November 2013. Next summit will be designated at Tanzania in 2015.
8.

Disarmament

Major concern of India’s foreign policy in the post cold war period is
disarmament and arms race in the world. As a leader of NAM, India
established beyond doubt that arms race is at the expense of human
development. Expenditure on arms and ammunitions depletes and
distorts economic progress, programs for removal of poverty, eradication
of diseases spread of education and easy availability of basic needs.

File photo of Nuclear tests at Pokran, 1974
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India is not a signatory to the NPT(Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty),
CTBT(Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty) and other nuclear or war treaties.
India conducted nuclear tests at Pokran in 1974(Smiling of Buddha),
and 1998(Sakti-I and Sakti-II). Though India is one among the major
nuclear powers in the world, it is only for civil use and development, not
for armed or nuclear race. The ultimate goal is comprehensive and
complete disarmament of all forms of nuclear, chemical and conventional
weapons. India established Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament
and Development to recognize the persons, who work for the promotion
of disarmament and peace in the world. In 2013 German Chancellor
Angela Merkel won this award for her commitment to universal peace
and disarmament. Millions of people all over the world are aware that a
nuclear war will turn our earth into a graveyard of human race and wipeout
its achievements. As a result 2013th Noble prize for Peace awarded to
Organisation for Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), the
international group in which India is one of the founding members, for
its continuous effort towards disarmament.
9.

Sympathy towards divided countries

Partition of India and Pakistan due to divide and rule policy of British
in 1947, resulted in terrible communal riots, enormous suffering of people
who moved out of their homes and had to begin their life again as refugees.
Because of the bitter experience of this incident, India is sympathetic
towards divided countries of the world. India expressed its strident
opposition towards the bifurcation of Palestine in Arab, South and North
Korea, East and West Germany (now unified) and Vietnam. It extends
help to refugees and suffering people of the divided countries also support
their efforts for unification. India supported the peaceful bifurcation of
South and North Sudan in 2011 by establishing the diplomatic relations
at the outset in newly created South Sudan.
10. Concern towards small countries
India’s foreign policy emphasizes its concern towards small countries
of the world. India supported Malasia (1948), Ghana (1957) and
Bangladesh (1971) to emerge as independent nations. Most of the
decolonized territories are mini and micro states, small both in area and
population, got the membership in NAM because of India’s support. Since
its independence India is extending economic assistance to small
countries in the world and always in the forefront of reconstruction
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and rehabilitation of the war-torn or small nations affected by natural
disasters. India is the main organizer and accepted leader of the small
developing member countries at the UN. To spread and strengthen the
Democratic principle in these countries, she is assisting governments
of these countries conduct their election process e.g. India sent EVMs
to Bhutan, Nepal and Election commission staff to Maldives.
11. Affinity towards Afro-Asian countries
Though India has the relations with all countries of the world, she
has special affinity towards the countries in Asia and Africa which are
very near and following the principles followed by her. India supported
the freedom struggle of African countries e.g. Namibia became
independent in March 1990, Nelson Mandela the first black leader became
the President of South Africa in May 1994. In the first Afro Asian countries
summit at Bandung in 1955, Pandit Nehru said “we want to be friends
with Europe and America and co operate with them, but they are in the
habit of thinking that their quarrels are world quarrels and therefore,
the world must follow them this way or that. Why should we be dragged
into their quarrels and wars? I hope we shall keep away”.
India never desires to act as a leader in Asia, but a leading champion
of Asia’s claims to a greater place in the world affairs. India’s role is
significant in the political revolutions and changes in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Maldives.
As a permanent invitee of Association for South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN), her presence is very crucial in the decisions of member countries
on economic development and co operation in the region. It has leading
role in the SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Co operation)as
one of the members in the extension of the importance of the mutual co
operation in the all comprehensive development of the nations.
12. Against cold war
Cold war began with the formation of two power blocs at the end of
II world war viz. US and USSR. Rivalry between them resulted in the
emergence of many military alliances e.g. NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation), ANZUS (Australia New Zealand United States alliance),
SEATO (South East Asian Treaty Organisation), Bagdad Pact, CENTO
(Central Treaty Organisation). As a leader of NAM, it stayed away from
the two blocs. India’s policy was neither negative nor passive, as Pandit
Nehru declared to the world that NAM was not a policy of ‘fleeing away’.
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India tried to reduce the rivalry between two blocs and chose to involve
other members of the non-aligned group, in this mission. With the
disintegration of USSR the cold war ended.
9.3 India’s Relations with USA, Russia, China, Pakistan Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka.
India’s relations with world community have many dimensions like
political, diplomatic, strategic, economic and security. India’s foreign
policy begins with the objective of assessing the relationship by comparing
policies and attitudes of countries on major issues of global, regional and
bilateral importance. It is characterized by sympathy, understanding,
fairness and generosity.
INDIA AND USA
The United States of America occupies part of North America bordered
by Canada to the north and Mexico to the south, and washed by the
Atlantic Ocean to the east, the Gulf of Mexico to the south and the Pacific
Ocean to the west. India’s relation with USA is as old as the history of
British imperialism in the world. US was the first colonial country which
was liberated from British imperialism and became a model worthy to
other colonial countries of the world including India.
India’s freedom
movement had drawn much inspiration from the colonial history of US.
President F.D. Roosevelt’s positive contribution to the 1942 Cripps Mission
negotiation to help India proceed on the road to independence, received
a positive and grateful response from the Indian leaders. Pandit Nehru
identified a number of positive factors that favoured the growth of IndoUS relations during his visits to US. Because of this historical background
and shared democratic values of both countries, they acquired a pattern
of good and positive relationship. Both nations have a common faith in
democratic institutions and way of life and are dedicated to the cause of
peace and freedom.
Economic Relations
After Indian independence, the US extended its economic aid under
Truman’s ‘Four Point Program’ of 1950, consisting of American technical
skills, knowledge and investment capital. It provided wheat loan to India
to manage the famine in some parts of the country in 1951. The major
aid has been in the shape of surplus commodity assistance provided
under Public Law 480 (PL480) in 1956, that was repayable in rupees.
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Under the supervision of United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), it gave the development loans. With these aids
and support US topped the list of countries that gave economic aid to
India. In the recent years India decided to liberalize its economy and
integrate it with the global economy. India’s impressive economic growth
rates have made the country an attractive economic partner for US. In
the post cold war era, both countries found themselves closer and
committed to extend their economic cooperation in other fields. The Indian
economy had close ties with US and its companies. US absorbed much of
India’s total exports in the software sector and extended job opportunity
to lakhs of Indians in its silicon valley.
Military Relations
After the II World War US built many military alliances (NATO,
ANZUS, SEATO, Bagdad Pact, and CENTO). As the leader of western bloc,
it expects newly liberated countries which are not aligned with any of
these military alliances, not to oppose US in any organization including
UN. India keeping away from the military alliances, its principled support
to the liberation movements, and crusade against apartheid, racism and
racial discrimination were interpreted by US as unfriendly act. Obviously
it led to misunderstanding between India and US relations. The US military
support to Pakistan as its military ally in 1954, created apprehensions in
India regarding regional military balance and it widened the gap between
India and Pakistan. When the liberation struggle was going on in Goa,
the US supported Portuguese claims to keep Portugal as its ally in NATO,
but victory of India was interpreted by US as ‘hypocrisy’ and ‘hollow
moralist’.
As its global strategy to curb the Communism, US responded
positively with military assistance to India in 1962 Indo-China war. But
it acted against India in Indo-Pak conflict in 1965 and Indo-Pak war on
Bangladesh in 1971. The US has military bases in the Indian Ocean, in
the Island called Diego Garcia, India opposed to these bases, because
these can threaten any of the States which are on the banks of the
Indian Ocean. In spite of Indian protest, the US has not taken off the
bases from the Island. By minimizing our misunderstandings and by
better appreciation of each other, there is a need to work out a pattern of
mutual benefit relationship with the US.
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Indo-US Nuclear deal
Both countries expressed a new confidence in their relations on
nuclear separation deal in 2006. The US agreed to the proposed Indian
plan for nuclear separation e.g. separation between civilian nuclear plants
and non-civilian or military defense nuclear plants. India got the assurance
of an uninterrupted supply of uranium and access to advanced nuclear
technology to meet the energy needs of India. The nuclear separation
was to be accomplished by India in phased manner and completed by
2014. This deal was to pave the way for a virtual recognition of India as
an N-power outside the NPT and to its N-fuel needs. It enables India to
negotiate and sign N-fuel supply agreements with European Union(EU)
countries, Russia, Japan, Australia, South Africa and all the members of
45-member Nuclear Supplier Group(NSG).

Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and
President Barak Obama in US

Socio-Cultural Relations
India and US have close socio-cultural relations. e.g. Ford Foundation
grants aid for scientific, technical, educational and cultural activities.
There is co-operation in the field of cultural exchange, scientific and
educational interaction, a large number of people of Indian origin living
in the US hold potential of a greater co-operation. Thousands of Indian
scholars acquired their advanced knowledge from the education
institutions of US.
Recent mutual visits
There are positive indications of the US reappraisal of India. In the
recent visit of India’s Prime minister to US it was apparent that the US
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considers India not only as a stable democratic polity but also as one of
the major emerging markets of the world. A new pragmatic and mature
Indo-US relationship is emerging which tends to understand more
sympathetically each other’s differences on certain issues without
overlooking the need for greater co-operation in an interdependent world.
US Vice-President, Joe Biden who is known to be a friend of India, during
his visit to India has expressed his wish to make India-US closest partners
by 2020. During the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to USA, both
the leaders unveiled a joint road map for Indo-US ties and decided to
working together. The president of US Barak Obama was the Chief Guest
in Republic Day of 2015 have paves the way to established new era in the
Inida - Us relations.
INDIA AND RUSSIA
Russia is the world’s largest country extending half way round the
globe. To the west borders Finland, Norway, Estonia, Latvia and Belarus.
The much longer southern frontier extends into Central Asia.
India’s
relation with the former USSR has been a part of history, but it developed
rapidly after the visits of Khrushchev and Bulganin to India and Nehru’s
visit to Soviet Union. Since 1955, Indo-Soviet relations have reached a
new scale and dimension and regarded as a good example of bilateral
and inter-state relations. The Soviet openly declared that Indo-Soviet
friendship had become a part of their ‘tradition’, ‘people to people
relationship’, ‘a corner stone’ of their foreign policy.
Soviet Union contributed immensely for the development of industries
and technology in India. The defence ties between the two countries
helped India in building a credible defence structure. Its steadfast
diplomatic support in the UN, on the Kashmir and Goa issues is
commendable. The use of Veto-Power in the Security Council to support
India in 1971 war with Pakistan was crucial. Soviet Russia adopted
Communist ideology and India accepted Democratic Socialism. Despite
the ideological differences, the two countries forged a long time Treaty of
friendship for 20years.
Factors for Indo-USSR close ties:
1.

India and USSR considered the peaceful settlement of disputes
between states as most crucial for the future of the human race.

2.

Both believed in national freedom and social equality as pre-requisite
of a just world order.
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3.

Support to liberation movements across the world recognized by
both countries.

4.

Both countries opposed all forms of colonialism, imperialism, racial
discrimination.

Thus India and USSR realized geo-political significance and the need
to strengthen bilateral ties. This is to ensure the settlement of regional
problems and establishment of global peace and prosperity.
Disintegration of Soviet Union
In 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev, the President of USSR introduced
economic and political reforms of ‘Perestroika’ (restructuring) and
‘Glasnost’(openness).That stopped the arms race with US, withdrew Soviet
troops from Afghanistan, helped the unification of Germany, ended the
cold war. Other weaknesses inherent in the Soviet Union led to the
disintegration of USSR and formation of 15 new countries in 1991. India
recognized all of them as sovereign states and established new diplomatic
relations. Ten of them joined together to form new association with Russia
called CIS(Commonwealth of Independent States).
Indo- Russia partnership
After the collapse of Soviet Union, Russia emerged as the successor
in UN. India decided to continue the historical relations with Russia
erstwhile part of Soviet Union. Since 1991, India and Russia are engaged
in giving a new direction to their bilateral relations. The visits of the
dignitaries of two countries gave an impetus to workout comprehensive
basis for new relationship in the areas of trade and commerce, scientific
and technology, education and culture.
Agreements:
The Rupee-Rouble Agreement in 1993 ensured the uninterrupted
supply of Russian defence spares to India, and pledged to India to support
its decision on Kashmir issue in the UN Security Council. Both countries
signed the Trade Agreement in 1994 for the bilateral trade. A contract
was signed by ISRO(Indian Space Research Organisation)and Russian
Firm Glav Kosmos for the supply of Cryogenic Engine to India and transfer
of its technology. This revolutionised space technology in India. Both
agreed to coordinate their activities and exchange information and
experience to combat terrorism, organized crime and illegal arms trade.

Unit - 9 : India’s Foreign Policy

227

They have agreed to conduct joint scientific research in the fields of mutual
interests. New Treaty of Friendship and co-operation was designed to
guide the path of both countries’ relation in the next 20years during
Prime Minister P.V.Narasimha Rao’s visit to Russia.
Bilateral Relations
The new leadership in Russia and other Republics of erstwhile Soviet
Union hold India in high regard due to India’s secular approach to politics,
its stable democratic system assuring rights and equality to all its citizens,
self reliant industrial and economic base and its genuine concern for
vital global issues e.g. peace, disarmament, economic development, human
rights and democratization of international organizations particularly of
the UN and its agencies. It continues its support to India to become
permanent member in UN Security Council. India and Russia both have
multi faceted relationship involving strategic and high level co operation.
The process of bilateral annual summits has given great impetus to
bilateral relations. Indo-Russia co operation has continued to move
stronger on the basis mutual interest, faith, friendship and past relations.
Recent Visits and New ties
The visits of the leaders and other top dignitaries of Russia and
other newly emerged Republics to India, in quick succession has
underlined the importance they attach to friendship and cooperation
with India. Comprehensive agreements have been signed between India
and Russia and other Republics which provide a new basis for promoting
solidarity between these nations. This could be a great help in building
new links for promoting cooperation in India and Russian relations.

Vladimir Putin and Dr. Manmohan Singh in
13th India-Russia Summit,
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Vladimir Putin visited India on 2012 to attend 13th India-Russia
Summit, both the leaders reviewed all the important areas of bilateral
issues. Prime Minister Dr.Manmohan Singh participated in 14th annual
Indo-Russian Bilateral Summit in Moscow in October 2013, it was his 5th
annual summit with President Vladimir Putin to strengthen old ties
between two countries. Both leaders decided to elevate their strategic
ties to new levels in defence and other areas e.g. energy, trade, hightechnology, space, education, culture and tourism. The bilateral relations
in strategic partnership made them to decide to set up Units 3 and 4 in
KudanKulam nuclear power plant in Tamil Nadu. Units1 and 2 is already
under way. They also pledged to set up two Global Navigation Satellite
System (GLONASS) Ground Control Stations in India. India is the only
country to get this opportunity from Russia which will enable the Indian
military to greatly improve the accuracy of the land-sea-air and space
launched weapon system. It assures us that, the Russia will remain as
key partner for India in its development.
INDIA AND CHINA
China is the third largest in the world occupying almost 1/4th of
Asian land mass. And it has borders with 14 countries. India’s relation
with Peoples Republic of China (PRC), which is also called as Sino-Indian
relation is more than 2000 years old, but modern relationship began
from 1950. Both countries are most populous and fastest growing major
economies of the world.
India, in Chinese folklore is ‘a noble land of Buddha’. The Chinese
visitors to India Fa-hien, Hiuen Tsang and I-tsing opened India and its
culture to the scholars of China. Exchange of embassies during Harsha
Vardhana regime, trade between India and China are historical land marks
in the relation of both countries. The Indian National Congress had
expressed its solidarity with China and a medical mission was sent to
help war torn China to show India’s concern for its welfare.
Early Relations
India was one of the first few countries to extend its official diplomatic
recognition, after PRC was established. It has close contacts during the
Korea war and refused to brand China as an aggressor, for its entry in
support of North Korea. It played a positive role in the UN and supported
in its right to occupy the permanent membership in Security Council.
India and China signed an agreement regarding Tibet, in which India
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gave up its extra territorial rights in Tibet and recognized the Chinese
suzerainty (dominance) over Tibet. China also reaffirmed the autonomous
status of Tibet. Both countries accepted doctrine of Panchasheel, India
played a leading role in the Geneva Conference on Korea peace supporting
the Chinese position. India was the main proponent of China’s
participation in the first Afro-Asian Conference held at Bandung in 1955.
Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai was the slogan of Sino-Indian Honeymoon period.
Both joined hands in opposing SEATO, Baghdad and other military
alliances. India supported China over the issue of Taiwan. It reciprocated
by giving support to India over Goa. Indo-Chinese relations remained
normal and cordial. The development of Sino-Indian relations became
the common objective of the leaders.
Cause of discord
In 1957, there was a shift in China’s ideological perspective. They
stiffened stand towards several countries including India. The alliance
with Moscow ended. Chinese border incursion in the North Eastern
Frontier Agency (NEFA) i.e., Arunachal Pradesh, claims to 50,000 square
miles of India territory in NEFA and in the Aksai Chin region of Ladakh
in the North West in 1959 severed Indo-China relationship. Nehru had
drawn the attention of the visiting Chinese Prime Minister Zhou Enlai in
this regard, China refused to accept the Mc Mahon Line as Sino-Indian
border. Tibet cast a shadow on Indo-Chinese relations after the Tibetan
revolt in March 1959, Dalai Lama and Tibetan refugees were provided
asylum in India. China reacted sharply against India’s decision and showed
their anger by leveling false charges against India. The misgivings and
distrust finally resulted in the Sino-Indian war of 1962.
It not only changed the Sino-Indian relationship but also India’s
outlook on defence and strategic problems. This helped to repel Pakistan
incursions in 1965 and defeat the Pakistani army in 1971 Bangladesh
crisis. The US-China-Pak axis remained a major threat to Indian security
in 70s and the early 80s.
Renewal of the Bilateral Relations
Sino-Indian relations were re-established by the diplomacy of
ambassadors after 1980. Since 1981 new efforts were initiated to
normalize bilateral relations by defusing the border disputes and
concentrating on other areas of mutual interest like commerce and trade.
In order to build a trust and confidence in the new framework, the visit of
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the President of India R. Venkataraman to China in 1992 was symbolically
a big gesture of goodwill. This was followed by the visit of the Indian
Prime Minister P.V.Narasimha Rao in September 1993. The China co
operated with India by sending their President and Premier with high
dignitaries to India to solve the long standing boundary question
bilaterally. In 1994, the visit of the Chinese Defence Minister to India
was symbolic of the new goodwill that was being built by both the country.
The talks between the two Special Representatives of China and India till
2005, have achieved a lot in reaching agreement on guiding principles
and in setting up a new working mechanism on consultation mainly on
boundary issues.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and Dr. Manmohan Singh

Recent visits of the leaders
Business leaders and signed Memorandum of Understanding
(MOUs)with Indian companies. As a member of BRICS, China decided to
stop Staple Visas to Jammu and Kashmir residents. This gesture resumed
the defence, business and trade ties between the two nations in April
2011. Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and the Indian Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh set a goal to increase bilateral trade between the two
countries. China became India’s largest trade partner in 2012. Dr. Singh
expressed his concern to strengthen the bilateral relations of both the
countries with visiting Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and the President Xi
Jinping in May 2013. Dr. Singh visited China in October 2013. The historic
visit of Heads of the States in the same year heralded a new era in IndiaChina relations.
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Trade and commerce
The visits of the leaders of both the countries in 2013, paved the way
for resurgence of trade and commerce with mutual co operation in the
bilateral relations. During the visit of Chinese leaders to India in 2013,
they decided to resolve border dispute and to stimulate economic relations.
It was a land mark in the diplomatic cooperation, cemented the
relationship in other areas and to formulate strategies for prosperous
future. Both leaders signed Nine significant agreements, set of confidence
building measures to improve Border Defence Co operation Agreement
to maintain peace and tranquility in the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
They have also signed an agreement to create ‘Sister City Relationship’
between Delhi and Beijing, Bangalore and Chengdu, Kolkata and
Kunming to boost the tourism and trade.
Both nations designated 2014 as a year of ‘Friendly Exchange’
between India and China and to commemorate the 60th anniversary of
the ‘Panchasheel’. The visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to China in
2015 is a significant step in the reformation of Indo-China relations.
INDIA AND PAKISTAN
Pakistan occupies the North Western corner of the Indian
subcontinent. To the West is Iran, to the North West Afghanistan, to the
North East China and to the East India.
India and Pakistan were part of British India before independence.
It was partitioned due to ‘divide and rule policy’ of British. Pakistan has
close ethnic, cultural and historical links with India. Common blood
flows across the land. The trauma, agony and fratricidal conflicts of
partition of 1947 still haunt the relationship between the two countries.
The mutual distrust and animosity affect Indo-Pak relations.
Causes for dispute:
India and Pakistan represent not only different state systems but
also different approaches towards society and polity. The undivided India
was a nation, many diversities and composite nationalism. During the
struggle for liberation from British colonialism, Religious communalism
was promoted which spoiled the composite nationalism. After the
achievement of independence with partition of the country, India opted
for socio-cultural pluralism recognizing multi-religious, multi-lingual,
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multi-regional and multi-cultural diversities, while Pakistan opted for a
Islamic Democratic state by emphasizing religion as the major and
operative principle of its nation building. It led to the alienation of the
secular forces from the process of politics and of national life. As a result,
in India the composite nationalism emerged with its secular overtones,
in Pakistan triumphant religious communalism with Islamic orientation
emerged.
Kashmir Issue
In India’s perspective Kashmir is an integral part of the Republic of
India and to Pakistan, it is a disputed territory. The argument of Pakistan
on Kashmir is that, since the partition of the country was done on religious
basis and majority of populations are Muslims, Kashmir should be part
of Pakistan. This argument failed to recognize the following facts:

•

Partition was done of the British Indian provinces and not of the
Indian princely states.

•

National Conference was the only major political party in Kashmir,
which was
affiliated to Congress; it was opposed to Pakistan and
had faith in secular politics.

•

The Indian princely states had the freedom to join either India or
Pakistan.

•

India a secular state consisted of multi-religious population.

So the Kashmiris formally decided to join India after the invasion of
its territory by Pakistani tribal’s supported by the members of Pakistan
Army.
Major Pacts
After wars between India and Pakistan in 1965 and 1971, both the
countries affirmed the need for negotiated peaceful settlement of disputes
in the Tashkent Declaration of January 1966 between Lalbahadur Sastri
and Ayub khan. In the Simla Agreement of 1972, Indira Gandhi and Z.A.
Bhutto signed and agreed to solve all disputes in a peaceful manner and
on a bilateral basis. In 1988 both the countries signed the agreement
not to attack nuclear installation and facilities of each other, but in May
1999, Pakistan conducted the nuclear test at the Chagai Hills Region.
Though this has been reiterated by successive governments in India and
Pakistan, the infiltration by well-armed Pakistani troops across the Line
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of Control (LOC) continued. After the meeting in Lahore between the
Indian Prime Minister A.B.Vajpayee and Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif in February 1999 with his historical bus journey to Pakistan, the
infiltration in the Kargil sector took place which created a war-like situation
in Kashmir in June and July 1999.

File photo of Lahor bus journey, Nawaz sharif and A.B Vajpayee in 1999

There are indications that India and Pakistan are trying to overcome
the past and build a future of mutual trust and understanding as
independent countries with frequent visits of leaders of both countries,
to discuss several bilateral issues. As members of SAARC both Countries
are trying for solutions to their problems mutually and to establish peace
in the South Asian region.
Visits of the leaders
In 2001 President of Pakistan Pervez Musharraf met the Indian Prime
Minister at Agra to improve the relationship between the two but it was
not fruitful. In 2004, the meetings of foreign secretaries set up a hot
line which aimed at preventing misunderstandings. After Dr Manmohan
Singh assumed Office of the Prime Minister, both countries developed
mutual Confidence Building Measures (CBM). India agreed to resume
the talks which were suspended after 26/11 Mumbai attacks. Though
India gained Most Favored Nation (MFN) status, but did not come into
effect. India objected to the violation of ceasefire at LOC with Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz sheriff at the 68th UN General Assembly meeting
in 2013.
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Recent Trade ties
Joint Business Forum of both countries decided to augment for
Indo-Pak economic relations by identifying opportunities, impediments
and prescribing solutions. For better handling of trucks at Wagah-Attari
border, it was decided to open more land routes between two nations, to
boost the economic activities. The Forum’s decision to open Bank branches
of both countries is a significant step in the bilateral trade relations. It
created the environment of increasing cooperation in the field of
Petroleum, power, agriculture, textiles and pharmaceuticals. Pakistan
wanted non-discriminatory access to India as a SAARC member country.
The Forum has the aim to build the mutual trade relations between two
countries, for new economic cooperation in 2013.
INDIA AND BANGLADESH
The small densely populated country of Bangladesh has India in the
west, north and east. The southern coastal area fronts the Bay of Bengal.

Shaik Haseena PM of Bangladesh and Pranab
Mukarjee President of India

Formation of Bangladesh:
Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign state in 1971 with the support
of India. During the India’s independence from the British colonialism in
1947, the erstwhile province of Bengal was divided as part of the partition
plan. East Bengal became East Pakistan and West Punjab, NWFP(North
Western Frontier Province), Sind and the Baluchistan were constituted
as West Pakistan. While in area East Pakistan was smaller than West
Pakistan, in population it was bigger. Compared to West Pakistan its
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economy was less developed and the bulk of its people steeped in poverty
and social backwardness. The people of East Pakistan depended on
traditional methods of agriculture and craft, its main export trade was
jute which became a major foreign exchange earner for Pakistan, though
not much of this earning was spent for the economic development of East
Pakistan. Since the formation of Pakistan its Eastern wing was neglected,
Bengali language and Bengali Muslim culture was accorded a subordinate
status to Urdu language and Punjabi, Sindhi, Pathan culture.
Since the first general election of 1952 East Pakistan had demanded
autonomy. Awami League leader Sheikh Mujib ur Rehman was the front
runner, he was arrested and accused of conspiring with India in 1966,
but the charge was not proved. He won a landslide victory in the democratic
general election held in Pakistan in 1970. This had raised high
expectations in the Bengalis, about the prospects of their leader becoming
the Prime Minister. But this was disallowed by Pakistan People’s Party
leader Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s West Pakistan and the Chief Marshal Law
Administrator General Yahya Khan.
These undemocratic acts lead to massive protest and demonstration
in East Pakistan, harsh and crack down by army. Millions of refugees
fled to India to Tripura and West Bengal. The continuous flow of refugees
to India caused an uneasy law and order situation, uprooting the Indian
economy, social peace and demographic composition. This also resulted
in communal clashes in Tripura. India had to intervene to help the
refugees to go back to their homeland. India supported the Bangla
liberation movement. Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign state in 1971.
India and Bangladesh Relations
Bangladesh is surrounded on three sides by India, Indo-Bangladesh
relations began on a note of high level of cordiality, due to India’s sympathy
and support to their struggle for independence. In 1972 a 25 years of
treaty of friendship, cooperation and peace was signed, with the IndoBangladesh trade pact. In 1974 Indo-Bangladesh border agreement was
signed and the long standing Farakka Barrage dispute was amicably
settled. There had been considerable expansion of cooperation in sociocultural and economic field.
Backtrack of relations
Political situations in Bangladesh changed due to tragic assassination
of ‘Bangabandhu’ Sheikh Mujib ur Rehman in 1975. Democratic forces
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suffered a setback with internal upheavals. Army rule was imposed,
Indo-Bangladesh relations deteriorated, misperceptions and
misapprehensions replaced the mood of mutual trust and friendship.
The problem of Chakma refugees, the tribals of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
pouring into India due to threat to their identity, the colonization of their
lands, sharing of Ganga water and persistence of illegal narcotic traffic,
demarcation and fencing the boundary, sharing of Teesta and Feni river
waters affected Indo-Bangla relations.
Bilateral Relations
The formation of SAARC in 1985, led to new initiatives for better
Indo-Bangladesh bilateral relations. India agreed to transfer ‘Tin Bhiga’
corridor to Bangladesh on lease basis in March 1992, they have also
agreed to formulate a comprehensive plan for sharing of the water
resources. Bangladesh assured that Chakma refugees return to their
homeland. In 1996 December India and Bangladesh signed the Farakka
Treaty for sharing of the Ganga waters.
Economic Relations
The economic relations between two countries are multifaceted. They
embraced trade transaction, credit arrangements, joint ventures,
transaction facilities and transport development. Their relation has
remained intact even under adverse political conditions. This is mainly
because of geographical proximity, contiguity, common language, similarity
of consumption patterns, common development needs and experience.
Closer economic ties benefited to stabilize political relation between the
countries especially after 1992. Bangladesh is one of the most important
markets for India’s export. For several decades, it has been the largest
export market for India in the SAARC region. In 2011-12 India’s total
export to Bangladesh reached sizeable level. This makes Bangladesh
one of the most important export markets for India in the world.
Bangladesh exports to India are very small. Setting up of South Asian
Preferential Treaty Arrangement (SAPTA), Group of Eminent Persons (GEP)
led by the leaders of South Asian countries are the land marks in the
economic integration of the two countries.
The SAARC summits paved the way for bilateral meetings and
confidence building measures issues of sharing river water, land boundary,
maritime boundary, problems of misfiring exchange between Indian
Border Security Force (BSF) and Bangladesh Rifles (BDR). India remains
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committed to making an equitable long term comprehensive
arrangements. The visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Bangladesh
on May 2015 is a major step in the relations of both the countries.
INDIA AND SRI LANKA
The Island Republic of Sri Lanka is situated off the southern coast of
the Indian sub-continent. This location puts it on the cross road of sea
navigation and lends it a natural geo political importance in Indian Ocean.
The island was under the British crown colony rule until 1948, became
independent almost during the same time of Indian independence.
Early Relations
Indo-Sri Lankan relation spans over a period of four thousand years.
There are two major ethnic groups the Sinhalese and Tamils, who trace
their origin to India. Both countries share a historical bond. People of
both countries joined together in struggle for freedom from British colonial
rule and for a new democratic national identity. Political ties and relations
during freedom movement forged new links between them. The
significance of India’s interest in Sri Lanka after independence was to
promote a policy of ‘good neighbourhood’.
Causes of Disputes
From the mid 1950s to early 1980s, there was hardly any dispute
between the two counties on the matters of security and sovereignty.
There had been negotiated settlement of bilateral issues e.g. the question
of jurisdiction over Kachathivu Island in the middle of the Palk Straits.
One of the main disputes between India and Sri Lanka has been regarding
the political status of Tamil people of Indian origin taken to Sri Lanka by
the British as plantation labourers. There are four groups of Sri Lankan
Tamil population, (i) ancient Tamils in the Jaffna peninsula, (ii)
professional elite Tamils in urban areas, (iii) non-Hindu Tamils and (iv)
Tamil immigrant labour.
The long-standing problem of accepting the Tamil speaking
population of Sri Lanka as its citizens and giving them regional autonomy
could not be solved. The majority of Simhalese demanded Tamils should
return to India, they deny the citizenship to Tamils by enacting the
Ceylone Citizenship Act of 1948. This was disentailed them franchise
and other rights. In 1965 Indian Prime Minister Lalbahadur Shastri and
Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mrs.Sirimao Bandara Naike signed an
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agreement about Tamils citizenship, but in vain. In 1981 agreement
between Indira Gandhi and Sirimao Bandara Naike was not implemented
due to Tamils’ refusal to return to India.
Militancy
Such Situation generated its own pressures on the Sinhala Parties
and created chauvinist mood in the Sinhala leaders in suggesting stringent
measures that would compel the Tamil to leave. It resulted in the formation
of Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF) in 1976, which gradually stepped
up a demand for separate Tamil State. In 1978 Tamil extremist group
called Liberation Tigers of Tamil Elam (LTTE) formed, though Sri Lankan
Government offered some concessions e.g. designation of Tamil language
as an associate national language, amendment in educational procedure
and offer of limited autonomy via District Countries. Tigers of LTTE
determined to wage an armed struggle for an independent Tamil State in
Sri Lanka, which took in to ethnic and political dimension in Indo-Sri
Lankan relations. At the same time India assured to Sri Lanka that it
would not interfere in the internal affairs and respect the sovereignty of
Sri Lanka, but developments in Sri Lanka affected the relation of both
countries.
Extremist activities of LTTE with the support of Tamil communities
in South East Asia and Tamil Nadu provoked Sri Lankan army into
retaliatory action leading to their encirclement in Jaffna peninsula in
1987.
Deployment of IPKF

File photo of Rajiv Gandhi and Jayawardane in1988
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It arose the fear in large number of non-combatant Tamil population,
in this tense atmosphere Rajiv Gandhi-Jayewardene agreement was
signed in 1988, to solve the problem bilaterally. The agreement provided
for an Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) to oversee the surrender process
of Tamil militants. Ranasinghe Premadasa succeeded President
Jayewardene. According his wish, India agreed to withdraw the IPKF,
which was one of the demands of LTTE. India had shown its good
neighbouring approach by not objecting to any form of political solution
which is agreeable to the majority of the concerned people.
Bilateral Relations
The Government of President Chandrika Kumaratunga (1994) strived
to promote better relation between Sinhala and Tamil ethnic groups so
as to find political solution to the Tamil demands. In December 1998,
India and Sri Lanka signed the Free Trade Agreement. The Government
of President Mahinda Rajapaksa also worked in this direction. The bilateral
trade agreements in 2000 resulted in the marked improvement in the
Indo-Sri Lankan trade between 2004 and 2010. S.M. Krishna the then
External Affairs Minister visited Sri Lanka in January 2012 met President
and reviewed the comprehensive agenda of bilateral relationship. The
high level delegation lead by the President of Sri Lanka visited India in
the same year and laid the foundation to University of Buddhist and
India Studies at Sanchi. Again in 2013 bilateral meeting was held and
an agreement was signed to combat International Terrorism and Illicit
drugs trafficking.
The ethnic conflict which continued for over 30 years tore the island
nation which ended in May 2009. As per the 13th Amendment of the
India Sri Lanka Accord of 1987 elections were held to the Northern
Provincial Council in September 2013, and with this a new facet of
Democracy began. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Srilanka after
28 years on March 2015 and this leads to the new era between India and
Srilanka.
SUGESTED ACTIVITES
1.

Find out the cultural and linguistic links between India and her
neighbours.

2.

Identify mythological location of Hinduism in Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

3.

Compare India’s territory and resources with USA and Russia
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QUESTION BANK
I.

ONE MARK QUESTIONS:
1.

Who is the architect of India's Foreign Policy?

2.

Expand INC.

3.

Which Article of the Indian Constitution states about the India's
Foreign Policy?

4.

Expand NAM.

5.

How many member countries are there in NAM at present?

6.

What is Apartheid?

7.

Expand CHOGM.

8.

Who is the head of CHOGM?

9.

When India conducted the 1st Nuclear Test?

10. Expand NPT.
11. Expand CTBT.
12. Expand OPCW.
13. Who won the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace in 2013?
14. Expand NSG.
15. Expand CIS.
16. Expand PRC.
17. Expand NEFA.
18. Expand LAC.
19. When was Pakistan born?
20. Expand LOC.
21. Expand MFN.
22. When Bangladesh was born?
23. Who was called as Bangabandhu?
24. Expand IPKF.
25. Expand LTTE.
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TWO MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Define India’s Foreign Policy?

2.

Write any two roots of India’s foreign Policy.

3.

Name any two leaders who contributed for Indian Foreign
Policy.

4.

Name any two founders of NAM.

5.

When and where did the 1st NAM summit held?

6.

When the 17th NAM summit is going to be held? and where ?

7.

Write any two principles of Panchasheel.

8.

When and Where is the next CHOGM summit is going to be
held?

9.

Write any two code names of nuclear test conducted by India.

10. Name any two military alliances.
11. Name any two countries of NSG.
12. What is Perestroika and Glasnost?
13. Who have signed Panchasheel?
14. Who have signed Tashkent Agreement?
15. Who were the signatories of Simla Agreement?
16. Write any two causes for the liberation of Bangladesh.
17. Name any two militant groups of Sri Lanka.
III. FIVE MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Explain the stages of the formation of the India’s Foreign Policy.

2.

Explain the importance of Indian Foreign Policy.

3.

Explain briefly the basic principles of Indian Foreign Policy.

4.

Write a note on the Non-alignment policy of India.

5.

Write about Panchsheel.

6.

Explain the Disarmament policy.

7.

Explain the Nuclear deal of India.
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8.

How the recent visits of the leaders have promoted the Indo-US
relations.

9.

Describe the similarities in Indo-USSR relations.

10. Write about disintegration of USSR and Bilateral relations in
Indo-Russian relations.
11. What is the nature of Sino-Indian problems?
12. How the recent visits of leaders influence on the Indo-China
relations?
13. Explain the Kashmir Issue in India-Pakistan relations.
14. Explain the role of India in the liberation of Bangladesh.
15. Explain the economic and trade relations of India with
Bangladesh.
16. Explain the early relations between India and Sri Lanka.
17. What are the causes of disputes between India and Sri Lanka?
18. Explain the role of India in resolving Lankan ethnic problems.
IV. TEN MARKS QUESTIONS:
1.

Describe the meaning and importance of Indian Foreign Policy.

2.

Explain the basic principles of Indian Foreign Policy.

3.

Explain the Indo-US relations.

4.

Describe the Indo-Soviet relations.

5.

Explain the Sino-Indian relations.

6.

Explain the Indo-Pak relations.

7.

Describe the relationship between India and Bangladesh.

8.

Describe the relationship between India and Sri Lanka.
*****
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POLITICAL SCIENCE MODEL QUESTION PAPER – I
I.

Answer the following in one sentence:

10 x 1 = 10

1.

What is Dyarchy?

2.

Which Act attempted to establish ‘Federation ‘in India?

3.

Give an example to Direct Election.

4.

Expand UPA.

5.

Who led the mass in the entry of Kalaram temple?

6.

What is economic exploitation?

7.

What is pre poll alliance?

8.

Who said, 'On this earth there is enough for everyone’s need
but not for greed' ?

9.

Name the present President of Syria.

10. What is Apartheid?
II. Answer any ten of the following in 2 to 3 sentences:

10 x 2 = 20

11. How many Articles and Schedules are there in the Act of 1935?
12. Define Civil Service.
13. Name any two Acts which relates to women protection.
14. What is the meaning of Nation building?
15. What is State sponsored terrorism?
16. Write two instances when coalitions are formed?
17. What is Brain drain?
18. When did the League of Nations signed and come into effect?
19. What is National Power?
20. What is perestroika and Glasnost?
21. When and where the first NAM Summit was held?
22. Name any two military alliances.
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III. Answer any 8 of the following in 15 to 20 sentences: 8 x 5 = 40
23. Write a short note on interim government.
24. Give reasons for language as a basis for states re-organisation.
25. Explain the features of indirect elections.
26. What are the five functions of Deputy Commissioner?
27. Discuss the political implications of Labour Movement.
28. What are the causes for Environment Movement?
29. Explain the causes for caste based inequality.
30. Explain the various provisions of UAPA passed in 2008.
31. How globalisation is helpful in higher education?
32. Discuss the origin of the BRICS Nation’s regional cooperation.
33. Explain the Disarmament Policy.
34. How the recent visits of leaders influence on the Indo – China
relations?
IV. Answer any 2 of the following in 30 to 40 sentences: 2 x 10 = 20
35. Describe the electoral reforms in India.
36. How illiteracy is an impediment to democracy? Explain its
remedies.
37. What is Crony capitalism?
capitalism.

Explain the nature of Crony

38. Describe India – ASEAN, areas of cooperation.
V.

Answer the following in 15 to 20 sentences:

2 x 5 = 10

39. Write a note on Chief Secretary of Karnataka.
OR
Write a short note on the first general elections.
40. How Youth Movements led to the creation of the institution of
Lokpal?
OR
Explain the role of India in resolving Lankan ethnic problems.
*****
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POLITICAL SCIENCE MODEL QUESTION PAPER – II
I.

Answer the following in one sentence

10 x 1 = 10

1.

What is Operation Polo’?

2.

When was States Reorganization Commission formed?

3.

What is Regional party?

4.

Expand EPIC.

5.

When was the interim government was formed ?

6.

Which day is celebrated as ‘World Environment Day’?

7.

Mention the root word of coalition.

8.

Can the states levy taxes on import and export?

9.

Where do cronies accumulate the wealth?

10. When India conducted the 1st Nuclear Test?
II.

Answer any ten of the following in 2 to 3 sentences

10 x 2 = 20

11. When was Federal Court established and where?
12. Write two functions of UPSC.
13. What is ‘Maryada Hatye’?
14. What do you mean by corruption?
15. In which areas Central Government can advice the states during
normal times?
16. What is Common Minimum Programme?
17. Name any two Global Banks.
18. Name any two SAARC Summits which were held in India.
19. When and where the BRICS countries first summit meeting
held?
20. Name any two founders of NAM.
21. Who have signed Panchasheel?
22. Name any two countries of Nuclear Suppliers Group.
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III. Answer any 8 of the following in 15 to 20 sentences 8 x 5 = 40
23. Explain ‘Provincial Autonomy’ conferred by Act of 1935.
24. Write the importance of elections.
25. Write about the Anti-Defection Law.
26. Discuss the features of Civil Service.
27. Discuss about unscientific land acquisition.
28. What are the causes for Human Rights Movement?
29. Describe the causes for gender based inequality.
30. Explain five remedies of communalism..
31. Explain the democratic movement in Nepal.
32. Explain India’s contribution on UNPKF.
33. What are the causes of dispute between India and Sri Lanka?
34. Explain the importance of India's Foreign Policy.
IV. Answer any 2 of the following in 30 to 40 sentences

2 x 10 = 20

35. Explain the nature of party system in India.
36. 'Terrorism is posing a threat to democracy' - Substantiate.
37. Give an assessment of democratic movements in Afghanistan.
38. Discuss the developments of International Political System.
V.

Answer the following in 15 to 20 sentences:

2 x 5 = 10

39. Explain the structure of State Administration.
OR
List the States and Union Territories of India.
40. What are the hurdles for the youth to take leadership in Indian
politics?
OR
Describe similarities in India – USSR relations.
*****
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KEY ANSWER FOR MODEL QUESTION PAPER - 1
I.

One mark question answers
1.

Dual government.

2.

1935 Act.

3.

Lok Sabha elections.

4.

United Progressive Alliance.

5.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

6.

Exploitation which leads to economic inequality is called
economic exploitation.

7.

Alliance by different political parties before election is called
pre-poll alliance.

8.

Mahatma Gandhi.

9.

Bashar –Al-Assad

10. Discrimination on the basis of colour is called Apartheid.
II.

Two Marks question answers:
11. The Act contained 321 Articles and 13 Schedules.
12. According to E.A. Gladden – “Civil service is a regulated
administrative system organized as a service of inter-related
officers”.
13. a)
b)

Protection against domestic violence Act 2005
Abolition of child marriage Act 2006.

14. It is a process of uniting people with a sense of nationalism,
building of national power and national institution achieving
socio-economic and scientific development is called Nation
building.
15. Deliberately states support the terrorist groups which led to
violation of human rights is called state sponsored terrorism.
16. a)

When no single party gets absolute majority.

b)

When political parties made pre poll alliance.

17. Bright students who travels to abroad for education and
employment is called brain drain.
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18. The League of Nation was signed in 1919 and came into effect
on 1920.
19. The sum total of the strength and capabilities of state harnessed
is called National power.
20. Perestroika means restructuring and Glasnost means openness.
It was introduced by the then President of USSR Mikhail
Gorbachev.
21. The 1st NAM Summit was held at Belgrade, Yugoslavia in 1961.
22. a)
b)

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation(NATO)
WARSA Pact

III. Five marks question answers:
23. a)

It was formed on 2nd September 1946

b)

16 members were drawn from the newly elected Constituent
Assembly

c)

It remained till 15th August 1947

d)

Jawaharlal Nehru was bestowed with the powers of Prime
Minister with other prominent members of the council

e)

It proceeded to establish diplomatic relations with other
countries.

24. a)

Medium of its own language

b)

It covers linguistic areas

c)

It corresponds with a special variety of culture, tradition
and literature

d)

It provides education, administration, judicial activities in
mother tongue

e)

It makes people unite.

25. a)

It helps to choose appropriate candidates

b)

Prevents unhealthy election campaign

c)

Peaceful voting

d)

No scope for sentiments and emotions

e)

Suitable to backward nations.
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26. a)

Law and order and Magisterial powers

b)

Revenue functions

c)

Development functions

d)

Electoral functions

e)

public grievances.

27. a)

Agriculture loans

b)

National agriculture scheme

c)

Waiving of debts

d)

Establishment of Peasant Liason Centres

e)

Veterinary services

f)

Land Reform Act

28. a)

To protect environmental degradation

b)

To protect diversity

c)

Environment education and consciousness

d)

To curb environment decay.

29. a)
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Varnashrama system

b)

Social distance

c)

Illiteracy and conservatism

d)

Sense of prestige

e)

Marriage restrictions.

30. Globalisation enriches knowledge. It emphasizes more on
international technology and generates employment among the
youths. It utilizes the human resources at the best extent.
31. Punishment for
a)

Supporting the terrorist activities,

b)

raising funds for terrorist activities,

c)

recruitment of persons for terrorist activities. It is a
cognizable offence and no bail is granted.
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32. a)

Association of 5 major emerging national economies

b)

BRIC members are developing and newly industrialized
countries

c)

BRIC 1st Summit held on 17th July 2006 at St. Petersburg

d)

Entry of South Africa in 2010

e)

Role of India is vital.

33. a)

It is a major principle of Indian foreign policy

b)

India demanded for disarmament

c)

Cut down the expenditure on arms and ammunitions and
divert it for developmental activities.

d)

India is not signatory to NPT and CTBT

e)

India is not for nuclear race.

34. a)

Business leaders of China signed MOU with Indian
companies

b)

Increase in Bilateral Trade

c)

Strengthen the Bilateral relations

d)

Extended Diplomatic Cooperation

e)

Formulates strategies for prosperous future.

IV. Ten Marks question answers:
35. a)

EPIC

b)

EVM

c)

Mandatory disclosures of antecedents of the candidates
(Criminal, Education, Property)

d)

State funding.

36. a)

Lack of Political Awareness

b)

Low Percentage of Votes

c)

Money and Muscle Power

d)

Politics of Populism

e)

Emergence of Dictatorship:
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37. It is a negative term used to refer the business dealings between
government officers and capitalist cronies. Effects –
a)

Favours political authorities

b)

cronies get capital and reward

c)

Protection of assets

d)

Share in rents

e)

Concentration of economic power.

38. a)

V.

Functional areas

b)

Economic cooperation

c)

Peace and security

d)

Tourism sector

e)

Summit level cooperation.

Five marks question answers:
39. a)

Head of the State administration

b)

Adviser to Chief Minister

c)

Acts as Cabinet Secretary

d)

Supervises and controls secretariat

e)

Acts as bridge between State and Centre.
OR

a)

First general elections held in 1952

b)

Elections are held in 489 constituencies

c)

Number of electorates – 176 millions

d)

Number of actual voters – 105.5 millions

e)

Number of polling booths – 2,224,000

f)

Percentage of vote – 45%

g)

Number of political parties in the fray – nearly 70

h)

Number of candidates who contested – 1800
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40. a)

Education

b)

Morality

c)

Means and ends

d)

Role models

e)

Youth movement
OR

a)

Rajiv – Jayewardene agreement

b)

Deployment of IPKF

c)

Political solutions on the majority approach

d)

13th Amendment of Indo – Sri Lankan Accord of 1987

e)

Elections to Northern Provincial Council.
*****

Note: 1. Weightage = Total marks/ no. of teaching hrs = 144/120 = 1.28 (i.e., for 1 hr-1.28 marks).
2. Choice: Out of 40 Questions given, only 32 Questions are to be answered.
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